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 Olive-backed sunbirds

RnR is produced by The Queensland
Wildlife Rehabilitation Council twice a
year. It is distributed free to all
financial members of QWRC throughout
Queensland. To ensure you continue to
receive a copy, either by post or email,
please ensure you maintain your correct
contact details with QWRC to either
secretary@qwrc.org.au. or PO Box 488
Archerfield Qld 4108.
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Help save a tree or two
Choose to have your RnR delivered
electronically.
Email: secretary@qwrc.org.au.
QWRC’s Best Practice Guidelines for wildlife r ehabilitator s ar e available in
the member’s section of our website www.qwrc.org.au. Please let us know if you
can suggest further titles to add to this list:
Euthanasia of Native Wildlife in
Queensland

Wildlife Autopsy by Rehabilitators in
Queensland

Release of wildlife
Zoonosis
Aviary and cage hygiene

Hygiene Practices

Display of wildlife

What happens to animals that can't be
released?

Care of Flying fox orphans outside their
geographical range

Understanding your duty of care

Wildlife in the workplace
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From the Chair..

Well here we are with Spring almost matter. We will keep you informed as
upon us again though just before I further information comes to hand.
started to write this I had read that we
The only nomination forms received for
are to get another cold spell.
the elections in districts 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, and
I hope you have all had a peaceful 11 were from sitting members so they
Winter with not many animals coming retain their positions unopposed.
into your care.
The advertised AGM date has been
How many of you got to the Australian changed and will now be held at the
Wildlife Rehabilitation Conference? If RSPCA centre at Wacol at 11am on
you didn’t make it to Melbourne this Sunday September 25th; as always all
year keep an eye, and ear, out for info members are welcome to attend.
regarding the next one in NSW in 2018
while you stack away the pennies in a As the end of the year draws closer we
hope of getting there; they only happen take this opportunity to remind you to
every two years.
Like them on add your QWRC membership to your
Facebook so that you see all updates as Christmas wish list; what better present
they are issued. The papers from the could you receive than one with so many
Melbourne conference will be up on other benefits and gives all year long!
their website soon. Remember that from We sincerely hope you enjoy this issue
their web site www.awrc.org.au you can of the RnR and as always look forward
access the papers from all past to your input of either stories or requests
conferences too; a real wealth of for specific information you would like
information on a wide range of wildlife to see shared.
subjects.
Till next time
Remember the stop press on the last
QWRC Quotes? How many of you took Annie
the time to put in a submission to the
Department of Environment and
Heritage regarding the review of the
current permitting system. See pages
14/15 for the dot point list submitted by
QWRC. QWRC is included in the
stakeholders invited to join the
committee to discuss and work on this
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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Editorial..
Welcome to our latest issue which is
focused on baby birds. A big thank you
to Sarah Luke from Townsville who has
contributed lots of articles and photos.
Sarah is happy to advise people in
whatever capacity she can. She responds
best to text messages, emails or
Facebook. email: sudsytmc@gmail.com.

and/or take a leaflet/photo. The people
manning the stand are merely getting
paid to be there. Perhaps consider
explaining the situation to the Shopping
Centre administration and ask them not
to give this company permission to
fundraise on your patch as the local
carers will not benefit.

Please refer to the adverts on page 19.
Wombaroo have a new booklet which is
important for carers to refer to as there
have been a lot of changes in the charts.
I have noticed in the macropod ones that
animals transition earlier between the
formulas. Dr Anne Fowler’s article on
Beak and Feather disease on pages 22/23
is an extract from her book ‘Raising and
Rehabilitating Orphaned Wild Birds’.

Remember that you can renew your
membership from 1 October and it will
be extended to 31 December 2017.
Renewals are not due until 1 January but
the notices could get mixed up with the
Christmas mail. Pay early and it is one
less expense over the Christmas period.
Membership forms can be found on
the website (www.qwrc.org.au) and must
be completed every year to comply
with insurance requirements.

A snipit from the conference: Explore a
healing cream prescribed by WA vet Dr
Sarah Brett. www.redheeler.com.au who
says it is great for open wounds.
You may have noticed a fundraising for
wildlife team in your area. It appears to
consist of backpackers/travellers who set
up a table in shopping centres with a
donation bucket and pictures. They
often have soft toys for sale as well.

The topic for the next issue will
be baby Flying foxes/Microbats
Deadline: 31 January 2017
Email: editor@qwrc.org.au
or
The Editor, PO Box 488,
ARCHERFIELD QLD 4108

This originates from a company in I look forward to hearing from you.
Brisbane who told me that they fundraise
between Melbourne and Cairns. They are Judy Elliott
supposed to have leaflets available
explaining where the money is going.
This may be a legal activity but it is
certainly not ethical to take potential
funding from local wildlife carers. The
public do not usually realise that their
money isn’t being given to local carers.
If you come across this activity in your
area you may wish to ask some questions
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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ADVERTISEMENT

QWRC Products
Please see the colour pictures on the
inside front cover of this issue.

Brochures
These are currently:
 Dogs and Wildlife
 Bats
 Protect your Cat Protect our
Wildlife
 How to become a Wildlife
Rehabilitator
Brochure allocation to members:
Limit of 100 total free per year with
the 500gm Post Pak satchel provided
by the member - once we receive their
Post Pak satchel in the mail with their
address on it we can do the mail out.
If they request any more than 100 in
any calendar year then they are to be
sold at half price, 5cents each and they
still need to provide the required Post
Pak satchel. All brochures can be
ordered by any non-member for
10cents each plus postage.

“New Heat Pad”
from

Warm.A.Pet

“Carbon Fibre Technology”
Flexible Heat Pad

Fabulous for Joey Pouches

Safety Vests
These have been donated by the Qld
Mains Road department in the past
and, due to dwindling stock, we are
attempting to find a new sponsor.
There are two Velcro fasteners on the
front. There is an application form on
our website. One vest per member
while stocks last, for postage costs
please contact secretary@qwrc.org.au.

Carcase Tags
A small supply of these is sent with
your membership card together with
the data form that must be completed
and returned before any more are
issued. Data is supplied to the Qld
Mains Road department.

For full details visit our
website and Facebook page
(find the facebook link on our website)

www.warmapet.com.au
Wildlife Carers

(Permit number required for prices)

Please call: 03 9544 1471
Or email:

wildlifeproducts@warmapet.com.au
“Like” us on Facebook
(Members of the public check your local pet
store or internet re-seller
and ask for
Warm.A.Pet heat pads for your pet)
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Baby Finches

My love of caring for wildlife is such a
rewarding job. The last two and half
years I have rescued and had many
animals in care. I have loved learning
and helping out others with rescues.
Many hours have been spent with
coordinators learning about the different
species and challenges these animals
Spice finches ©Danelle Plowman
bring us.
After much thought, I decided to take up The nest came from Mt Fox. A nest of
looking after birds as my next challenge. ‘mouths’ greeted me. They were so
adorable and these little guys were
different, by colour and markings.

Spice finches ©Danelle Plowman
I had the chance to rescue and look after
some little baby finches. They would be
my first nest I have ever looked after
and I became a mum to four little Spice
finches, or so I thought. The nest was
deep and by the time I got home my four
babies multiplied and became a family of
seven. They thrived and grew into
adorable birds all released back into the
wild. I loved looking after them so much
I accepted another nest of baby finches.

After much research and calls to and fro
with another bird carer we discovered
they were Red-browed finches. As they
were growing up little red feathers came
through on their tails. They grew into
beautiful birds that were olive green and
grey with bright red tails. They became
stunning little birds. They thrived in care
and grew up very quickly. Before I knew
it they were cracking seed and fluttering
around the house. When they weaned
themselves from my feeding I knew it
was nearly time to say goodbye.

Red-browed finches ©Danelle Plowman
Continued on page 9
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Continued from page 8

All of the little finches were released
back into the wild and have been spotted
flying around with the rest of their
family. It is amazing how time flies
when they are with you.

have cared, loved and brought up these
animals and given them a second chance
at life. We should be proud of what we
do. Sometimes it is a sad outcome but
the love of animals we have outweighs
all of that.
Danelle Plowman
It is a great feeling knowing that you

Qld Wildlife Care Groups
QWRC has a list of groups on their website but it is likely that some of the
information is no longer valid or needs updating. Please check these groups
on www.qwrc.org.au and email: secretary@qwrc.org.au if any need
updating, deleting or details of any that are not listed.

QWRC PUBLIC LIABILITY
INSURANCE
NOW $20M
QWRC GROUP INSURANCE
Public Liability insurance is available to groups when ALL their
members are also members of QWRC. A request for insurance must
be sent to QWRC together with a copy of all membership forms and
a total membership list so that an insurance certificate can be issued
to them.

THERE HAS NEVER BEEN
A BETTER TIME TO JOIN
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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Your local representatives
are:

CONTACTING QWRC
POSTAL ADDRESS:
PO Box 488, ARCHERFIELD 4108
TELEPHONE:
Refer to local representative list
EMAIL:
secretary@qwrc.org.au
editor@qwrc.org.au
WEBSITE:
www.qwrc.org.au
Please address all correspondence
to the Secretary.

We encourage you to let us know when
you move so that we don’t waste
precious paper and funds on postage.
Also advise us of any email address
changes.
Remember that DEHP are unable (due
to
privacy laws) to advise us of any
carer details. It is therefore vital that
YOU tell US of any changes. Groups
please note.

MOVING HOUSE
or

changing your email address
Remember to advise QWRC

District 1— Cape York/Dry Tropics/Gulf
Kristy Philliskirk
Phone : 0427 799748
District 2— Wet Tropics/Cairns Marine
Tami Moffat
Phone: 0467 045590
District 3 — Savanah/Townsville Marine
Janelle Gilmore (Secretary/minute taker)
Phone: 4724 4725

District 4 — Mackay/Whitsundays
Jacqui Webb (Grants officer)
Phone: 4947 3308
District 5 — Capricorn/Gladstone
Annie Saunders (Chair)
Phone: 4975 6281
District 6 — Longreach
Kim Palmer
Phone: 4658 7216
District 7 — Wide Bay Burnett/Great Sandy
Judy Elliott (Editor RnR)
Phone: 4156 5382
District 8— South West
VACANT
District 9 — Toowoomba
Trish Lee Hong
Phone: 4630 5208
District 10 — Sunshine Coast/Southern Marine
Glendell Appleford
Phone: 0413 453722
District 11— Southeast/Moreton Bay
Eleanor Pollock (Vice-chair/QWRC Quotes
Editor) Phone: 3420 0406
Vicky Dawson (Treasurer/Member Secretary)
Email: secretary@qwrc.org.au

QWRC’s patron is Dr Jim Pollock
RnR is printed by Classic Design and
Print, Bundaberg

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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MEMBERSHIP
BENEFITS


Membership of the State representative body.



A collective voice for rehabilitation.



Access to a network of carers across the State.



Financial membership offers cover under QWRC’s Public
Liability ($20M) and Volunteer Workers Insurance policies.



Support with wildlife rehabilitation and welfare.



Access to QWRC brochures.



Access to professional advice, information and data.



Access to Best Practice Guidelines.



RnR newsletter twice a year (March and September).



QWRC Quotes member’s update (January and June).



Eligibility to nominate for a position as a QWRC District
representative.



Eligibility to vote at all QWRC elections.

Would you like to contact
other carers in your area?
Please contact a QWRC representative
(see list on page 10) to put you in touch
with other members.
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed

RnR Page 12
Post to: - The Secretary
P.O. Box 488
Archerfield Qld 4108
Scan and email to: secretary@qwrc.org.au

Membership Application / Membership Renewal Form
A new form is required each membership (calendar) year to validate your insurance cover.
Applications received after 1 October each year expire 31 December of following year

Please complete all details
Surname....................................................................................................................................
First Name…………………………………………………....................................................
Date of Birth……………………………………………….....................................................
Residential Address…………………………………………..................................................
.................................................................................................Postcode..................................
Postal address………………………………………………………………………………...
...............................................................................................Postcode...................................
Shire in which you reside…………………………………....................................................
Telephone (H) (............).........................................................................................................
(Mob)....................................................................... (W).......................................................
Email......................................................................................................................................
Group Name [if applicable] …...…………..……………….....................................................
Note: All newsletters will be sent to your email address unless you tick the boxes below.
I wish to receive my RnR by hard copy.
I wish to receive all other correspondence by hard copy.
I, the above named, understand and agree that my name and contact details will be stored on
a member data base by QWRC for its use and may be circulated to all other members of
QWRC around the state. I further understand that these details will not be sold for any
purpose.
Signed........................................................................Dated............................................
Annual (1Jan-31Dec) Membership AU$20
Payment options
I enclose Cheque / money order for $......................... made payable to QWRC.
Or
Direct Deposit to the QWRC bank account at Credit Union Australia
BSB No 814 282 Account number 30644404
Please use your surname as a reference for this transaction

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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News …... News …... News
QWRC Website
This is very user friendly with lots of new information so please check it out at
www.qwrc.org.au. The members section requires a password that is sent to you
when you join.

Permits - Permits - Permits
Please note that the Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council is NOT a wildlife
carer group and DOES NOT ISSUE PERMITS to wildlife carers so being a
member does not entitle you to care for wildlife. Permits are available either from
the Qld Department of Environment and Heritage Protection or wildlife
rehabilitation groups if they hold a group permit. Please ensure that you have a
piece of paper that says you have a permit. It will be dated, list the species and
number of animals you are permitted to care for.
For more information please internet search for ‘qld wildlife rehabilitation permit ‘

Administration Request
Sadly some members are not receiving all the information that is being sent to them
either by snailmail or email. We do get some return to senders some of which is
due to their application forms being scribbled which results in information being
incorrectly recorded on our database. Incomplete forms also cause problems and
is time consuming to sort out.

Disclaimer
QWRC accepts no responsibility for any comments made in articles and any
queries should be referred to the relevant author.
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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Points for the wildlife review submission by QWRC
The Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitant Council Inc. (QWRC) has tried to keep these
points brief but we are most willing to have further discussions on any issue in order
to provide any clarification required on any issue raised.
1) Need to split spotter catcher and rehab permits.
a)

These are not related and should therefore not be linked in any way.

2) Problems with group permits
a)

Ability of groups to monitor members due to geographical area covered by
the group – could photos/videos or skype etc. be used?

b) Different EHP offices have different interpretation of requirements and
regulations so different requirements imposed – needs to be standardised
c)

QWRC has a concern that individuals and groups have different
interpretation of the rules/requirements

d) QWRC has a concern that individuals and groups may be watering down
rules and requirements to just accept what they have rather than what is
actually required by the COP
3) Problems with individual permits
a)

Consistent checks by EHP of all new permit holders and rechecked on
regular basis is required

b) Consistent checks by EHP on welfare of animals [? against a submitted list
of animals in care from all sources] – complaints need to be investigated
and action taken
c)

Consistent checks by EHP of resources/facilities and upkeep of same

d) Difficulties in having to give notice of checks thereby allowing some
not-so-diligent rehabbers to have time to “clean up”

e)

Public awareness campaign re need for permits as too may MOPs are
attempting to care for wildlife.

4) Permit to keep given to rehabber – quantities of animals being kept and
circumstances that require the animal to be kept.

a) Are facilities appropriate?
b) Is it a real benefit to the species? - Continue the species management
programme

c)

Welfare of the animal – life or existence?
Continued on page 15
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Continued from page 14

5) Permit for display
a)

QWRC has a concern that currently under the Nature Conservation Act,
(Wildlife Management) regulations 213 only a voluntary wildlife care
association which holds a rehab permit can apply to the chief executive for
permission to display protected wildlife for an approved purpose or
fundraising. This places an unnecessary restriction on all voluntary
wildlife care associations which consist of individual permit holders. We
would like to see any voluntary wildlife care association have the
opportunity to be granted the same permission to use animals during
educational and fundraising events.

6) Issues relating to Spotter Catcher activities

a)

Properly trained personnel actually doing the work – Industry notification
that the spotter catcher used is actually permitted and trained.

b) Number of animals coming into care – ensuring animals go into correct
care arrangements by a correctly permitted rehabber for that species
c)

Cost to rehabbers in both facilities and food.

7) Permit required to take any species from the wild
a)

Permit must be required to take any species in a hope of better
conservation outcomes –with inspection requirements.

8) Requirements where current cross over of permit requirements
a)

Number of permits – per person or per household

b) Cross over of current permits
c)

Consistent implementation of permits and their requirements

9) Use of animals under different permits – potential of muddying the water eg
rehabber who also has a licence to breed/sell as in reptiles and birds.
10) Duration and cost of each permit
a)

QWRC would like to see the current system for the issue and renewal of
all permits streamlined with effort made to find an electronic format for
application, renewal and reporting on all permits preferably linking them
through one portal.

Please be involved in the Aussie Backyard Bird Count
17—23 October 2016
To get involved all you need is 20 minutes, your favourite outdoor space and some
keen eyesight. You will be contributing to a vital pool of information from across
the nation that will help see how Australian birds are faring. Refer to:

www.aussiebirdcount.org.au.

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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Wildlife carers and
the Pets and People Education Program
The Australian Veterinary Association’s Pets and People Education Program (AVA
PetPEP) is a great way to teach children that responsible pet owners take care of
our native wildlife. It is also an effective way of helping to spread the word about
the work of your wildlife carer organisation in the local community.
This is your opportunity to help educate the next generation of pet owners – the
ones who live in your own community. You’ll be promoting socially responsible
pet ownership by teaching school students how pets and wildlife can live safely
side by side. Topics covered include:
The difference between wildlife and domestic pets
Habitats of wildlife
Threats to wildlife/habitat
Responsibilities of pet owners
Wildlife in your backyard
Injured wildlife – what to do, who to call

With the number of requests for school visits increasing all the time, the AVA
needs your help now to help reach as many children as possible.
Continued on page 17
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Continued from page 16

What’s involved?
Wildlife carers visit local primary schools along with other volunteers to deliver
engaging interactive lessons about responsible pet ownership and safety around
animals to local primary schools. Training and resources are provided to these
volunteers by the AVA PetPEP Education Team. You are welcome to wear your
organisation’s uniforms and promote the work that you do. And of course, most
importantly, you’ll be providing reliable information about what pet owners need to
do to help keep wildlife safe.
The AVA PetPEP team arranges all aspects of the visit, and provides the school
with a resource kit to help teachers reinforce the lesson afterwards. We coordinate
speakers, prepare the program, liaise with the school and provide you with a
presentation outline.
How big is the program?
AVA PetPEP has been teaching socially responsible pet ownership in Queensland
schools for over a decade. More than 100,000 students have participated in the last
four years alone thanks to volunteer presenters from wildlife carer organisations,
vets, local Councils, RSPCA Qld and Biosecurity Qld.
Want more information?
To find out more or to get involved please give us a call on (07) 3422 5300 or email
us at petpepqld@ava.com.au

AVA House, Building 3, 2404 Logan Rd, Eight Mile Plains Q 4113
Ph: 07 3422 5300 F: 07 3423 1505 E: petpepqld@ava.com.au W: www.ava.com.au/petpep

You cannot get through a single day without having an
impact on the world around you. What you do makes a
difference, and you have to decide what kind of difference
you want to make.
Jane Goodall
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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Hints and Tips
Baby Birds

 Ducklings, baby plovers, coucals etc.
can be encouraged to feed by
sprinkling Insectivore mix onto their
backs. When they preen themselves
they get the taste and the goodness of
the insectivore, also sprinkle a little on
their mealworms and a tiny amount on
top of a very small dish of water.

and lorikeet mix.
I swear by
Wombaroo products but there are
other options as well. I always have
eggs as boiled egg yolk is an excellent
'neutral' food for babies and can be
prepared in a number of ways from
slurry to crumble.

 when you receive a bird don't just
immediately feed it. ID is important
 seek a mentor, or establish a network
and birds need to be warm, hydrated
with other like minded carers. I advise
and stress minimal for them to utilise
all new carers to find an advisor to
and digest food properly. Feeding a
assist them, generally bird carers deal
severely distressed bird is counter
with a multitude of species and these
productive and more often than not
can vary largely depending on locality.
causes problems.
ID of species is a vital first step and
often local knowledge is helpful.
There are pages on facebook that can  when hydrating be subtle, opening a
bird’s beak and giving it a drink more
help remote carers to network.
often than not causes aspiration so
dripping water on the beak is advised.
 do all the training you can, be it group
provided or simply sitting in with a
carer while they attend their flock.  minimise stress at all costs as stress
via disruption, noise or unnecessary
Most experienced bird carers are
handling can be fatal to some species.
happy to pass on knowledge if you are
While others tolerate a higher level of
keen.
stress it is still damaging. House birds
in
a
quiet,
warm,
sheltered
 be creative about your housing, I have
environment
away
from
heavy
a huge variety of housing from cat
household traffic or noisy areas.
carriers and dog crates through to
Minimal handling will also assist in
puppy pens and Porta cots as well as
avoiding humanisation.
cages and aviaries. Your housing needs
to be tailored to the particular species
you have and the condition it enters  be prepared for failures... birds have a
very high mortality rate and they will
care. This extends to flooring and
test your resolve. It can be notoriously
substrates you use as well as comfort
difficult to diagnose illness or injury
items like feather dusters and mirrors.
and often you are racing the clock to
find a solution. They will challenge
 maintain a pantry or stockpile of a
you and force you to be versatile but
variety of foods and supplements. My
you simply cannot let it get to you.
freezer houses hearts, mince, fish,
You will not win all the time or save
game mix and frozen fruit and I
them all.
maintain a supply of the whole range
of supplements, insectivore, granivore
Sarah Luke
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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Carer Profile
Meet … Sarah Luke who
is passionate about caring
for birds.

I have handled a huge variety of species
ranging from tiny honeyeaters to large
birds of prey, although in saying that, I
leave them to the experts generally!! In
recent years I have begun to specialise in
certain species, curlews are a particular
favourite, and other precocial species
like plovers, rails and crakes. I do have a
soft spot for herons and egrets but I also
tend to raise a lot of small honeyeaters
like Sunbirds... but in reality if a bird
needs help I will assist!
I have had periods of inactivity but with
my move north, and being a stay at home
mum, I dived back in and have become
virtually a full-time bird carer.

My name is Sarah Luke, I currently
reside in Townsville but grew up in
Brisbane and lived on the Southern
Moreton Bay islands for many years.
Initially I came into bird care due to
Welcome swallows. We had an old
wooden jetty on an island and it was a
hub of swallow activity, they hunted and
lived amongst the wooden pylons and on
occasion lost nests. I recall coming upon
one of these nests when I was about
eleven or twelve and took it home, thus
began my twenty seven years and
counting caring journey.

When I began information was limited
and hard to obtain, we worked in
conjunction with sanctuaries and vets
and it was very much trial and error! I
have watched as resources and
information
have
become
more
widespread and easier to obtain. I am
passionate about native bird care and the
training of new carers in this field. I am
active on Facebook as I see social media
as a excellent networking medium for
newer and older carers and to this end I
have created pages dedicated to the craft
to help create a form of community
amongst bird carers.
Many people think I am crazy handling
birds alone, it is a challenging high
mortality field, not suited to all people
but it is my passion .

Sarah Luke
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Olive backed Sunbirds
Sometimes parents
do abandon nests or
in some cases they
vanish, we suspect
due to predator
intervention.
In
these cases the
chicks come into
care.

Olive backed sunbirds
©Sarah Luke
These are Olive backed Sunbirds, one of
the smallest species we get in care. They
build intricate hanging nests and often
close to people, under houses and patios.
Because of this proximity to people and
the relatively flimsy nature of the nests
they often fall to the ground. Our initial
response is for people to re hang the
nests and try to encourage the parents to
continue to raise their young.

Like
all
little
honeyeater species
they can be tricky,
requiring frequent
small feeds and
their diet in care
can be hard to
tailor.
We need to maintain a high protein level
and also maintain hydration through
food. They were fed a mixture of insects
and an egg yolk slurry I use, and were
pretty much fed once an hour on average.
These little ones were with me
approximately a month and a half as they
grow remarkably quickly and were both
successfully released.
Sarah Luke

Olive backed sunbirds
©Sarah Luke
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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Psittacine Beak and Feather Disease

Lorikeet showing loss of primary feathers ©Dr Anne ?Fowler
This is the most common viral condition
in parrots seen in rehabilitation. It is so
prevalent that the federal government
lists it as a threatening process as it is
taking species such as the Orange-bellied
parrot and fig parrots to extinction. It is
caused by a Circovirus, one of the
smallest viruses known. This virus, as its
name implies, affects parrots. The virus
has been found in ravens, where it is
thought to have originated from
thousands of years ago. In the South-east
Queensland area, it is found in
Kookaburras which is thought to be a
spill over due to a high prevalence of this
virus in the area. That is a concern, as it
may be that the decisions made by
wildlife carers about what they are

releasing to the wild are affecting not
only the individual bird but other bird
species.
The clinical signs that are classically
seen are those found in the large white
Cockatoos: feather loss and a long
overgrown beak. However, other species,
such as the Rainbow Lorikeet, lose their
primary and tail feathers, and thus cannot
fly and are known as runners. Other
species such as the King parrot seem to
show feather colour changes such as
yellow where green feathers should be.
In Galahs, it can be as subtle as a band of
pink in a grey feather. The disease is
highly contagious to susceptible birds,
just one piece of feather can contain
Continued on page 23
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100,000,000,000 virus particles. Quick
identification of these birds before they
contaminate cages and aviaries is
paramount to protecting other young
birds.
The best place to check for this virus is at
the top of the leg, near the spine. In this
area are the dander feathers, which turn
over every 30 days, unlike primary
feathers which last up to 12 months. If
you can see the skin, with pinched or
blunt feather quills, then the bird has the
disease. The appearance confirms the
disease. Rainbow lorikeets do not show a
loss of feathers here but the loss of
primary feathers confirms the disease. A
blood test can be taken and sent to a lab to
confirm.

Often these birds will have concurrent
enteritis from bacteria, avian gastric yeast,
motile protozoa. Their compromised
immune system means that they cannot
fight these ‘normal’ gut flora and
succumb to them.

There is no effective treatment for this
virus. Considering that nearly all birds are
exposed to this virus when in the nest and
most mount an effective immune response
to it, we are seeing those birds who have
not won the ‘survival of the fittest’ game
in nature. This virus is one means that the
population removes the 90% of surplus
youngsters each year. Although Rainbow
lorikeets can regrow their feathers, they
continue to shed the virus. Release of
these birds into the wild compromises the
few remaining nest hollows for this and
This is not only a disease of growing other parrot species and the practice
feathers; it is a virus affecting any cell in remains ethically questionable.
the body which turns over quickly. This
includes the gut and immune system.
Dr Anne Fowler

King parrot showing loss of
primary and tail feathers
© Dr Anne Fowler with yellow colour change
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REPORT
The exciting opening sequence of the
10th Australian Wildlife Rehabilitation
Conference set the tone for this
conference. Formally opened by the
Lord Mayor of Melbourne and Welcome
to country delivered by Wrundjeri Elder
Ian Hunter, we were shown an incredible
video showing the amazing diversity of
the wildlife of this State, highlighting the
conference theme of “Connecting to
Country”.

The conference bags included a QWRC
Rescue booklet and these booklets met
with a very positive response. Steve’s
offer of picture material ties in with the
QWRC offer to modify the booklet to
accommodate information to suit any
other state’s animals.

A popular session, repeated by delegate
wish, was “Question the Vet”. The eight
attending veterinarians were invited to
share their answers on questions
Familiar speakers to many of us, and delivered from the floor. These question
new speakers to the enthusiastic times were handled by the M.C. Dr Jim
audience, shared a range of topics Pollock and were very popular.
covering effective capture techniques,
homeopathic solutions to a diverse range Thursday was a workshop day where
of animal health issues, various case delegates attended five choices from a
studies, swooping magpies, a history of range of ten small intimate sessions.
the Australian wild dog or dingo ( with Again well attended and popular. The
accompanying pups to handle and a afternoon closed the conference with
seven year old dog to let us view thanks to the committee for the huge job
physical highlights), mange treatments that was very well received, well
in
wombats,
human
resource managed and maintained the highly
management of volunteers and loads regarded reputation past conferences
more speakers shared their passions, have achieved.
research and viewpoints.
New South Wales will host the 2018
Steve Parrish, renowned photographer, event so keep an eye on the awrc.org.au
was the guest speaker, and shared a webpage and start spreading the word to
lifetime of images.
He also donated attend and be there to share the
images for use in printed wildlife excitement .
materials and can be contacted through
his publication house should you wish to
Eleanor Pollock
avail yourself of this kind offer.
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A Bird in the Hand
Many wildlife carers have said 'I am no put the syringe further down the throat
good with birds'. Well, there are a few when giving water or slurry mix.
tricks of the trade, so to speak.
Temperature is very important for
nestling birds. Unfeathered nestlings
should be kept between 32C and 36C.
No warmer. If the weather is hot you
can reduce the temp to 28C. Make the
feeds regular, warm the food. Feed
When feeding baby birds a hand-rearing them until they are full, do not overfeed.
mix, you must never change it. For You can tell with slurry mix if you have
example, if I am feeding some as yet overfed them as it will come back into
unidentified chicks Insectivore, then the throat. Be very careful of this as it
they turn out to be grain eaters, I cannot can go back into the airway.
switch to feeding them Granivore. Nine
times out of ten the babies will die. They We always work on the 'let them out and
seem OK for maybe a day or two, but let them learn' principal, so the majority
they will squawk more, as if hungry, of our birds are released early and
then they will gradually go downhill and supplementary fed until they fend for
die. The best method is to keep feeding themselves. We do make sure that they
them the insectivore and when they are recognise their natural diet and are
feathered, place seed in the cage and exhibiting natural behaviour first. They
tap it each feed, and you can also dip the will come back to you when you call,
end of the feeding syringe in some fine even if they do fly off. Some larger
seed and they will pick it off when you birds like crows will disappear, but
feed them. As almost all birds feed their normally by the third day they are soon
babies insects, you are fine giving them eager to come to you for a feed. Mostly
Insectivore as a nestling diet.
the stubborn ones will sit at the top of a
large tree and expect you to fly up and
Insectivore sets like cement, so feed them! Gradually they tolerate you
ALWAYS give the bird a little water less and less, and eventually will feed
first, even as little as .1 ml is enough for themselves and totally ignore you!
a small bird. Remember the airway is
Trish Mathers
under the tongue, so you must always
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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Bush Stone Curlews
This was a particularly large
number and I do believe
environmental factors contributed
to this high number.
They are a precocial bird which,
after initial feeding training,
generally feed well. Their diet
needs to be monitored and feed
amounts need to be tailored to age
and growth, rapid growth when
young can cause issues as they
I love raising curlews. Bush stone grow.
curlews, whilst an absent or
vulnerable species in southern
states, are quite common up here
in Townsville, and are a particular
specialty for me. In the last season
I believe I raised close to fifty
orphaned and injured curlews.

They do better in a crèche type
environment so I tend to have little
groups of differing ages during the
season. They are quirky birds with
huge amounts of character.
Article and all photos ©Sarah Luke
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Curlew chicks hiding in feather duster ©Sarah Luke

Rainbow bee-eater feeding ©Sarah Luke
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed

