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Choose to have your RnR delivered  
electronically.                               

Email: secretary@qwrc.org.au. 

RnR is produced by The Queensland 

Wildlife Rehabilitation Council twice a 

year.  It is  distributed  free to all       

financial members of QWRC throughout 

Queensland.   To ensure you continue to 

receive a copy, either by post or email, 

please ensure you maintain your correct 

contact details with QWRC to either                                

secretary@qwrc.org.au. or PO Box 488 

Archerfield Qld 4108. 

RnR is printed 
on recycled  paper  

Opinions expressed in RnR are not necessarily 

those of the Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation 

Council. 

       Copyright — Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council 

Euthanasia of Native Wildlife in Queensland 

 

Wildlife Autopsy by Rehabilitators in Queensland  

 

Hygiene Practices 

 

What happens to animals that can't be released? 
 

Understanding your duty of care 
 

Release of wildlife 

 

Zoonosis 
 

Care of Flying fox orphans outside their geographical range 

QWRC’s Best Practice Guidelines for wildlife rehabilitators are available in the 

member’s section of our website www.qwrc.org.au.  Please let us know if you can 

suggest further titles to add to this list: 

http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/1EuthanasiaFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/2%20AutopsyFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/3HygieneFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/4NonreleaseanimalsFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/5DutyofCareFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/6ReleaseFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/7ZoonosisFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/8FFmovementFeb%2008.pdf
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From the Chair.. 

Where has the time gone!  Christmas is 

gone, summer is drawing to a close and 

Easter is just around the corner! 

It is a nice change that I do not start this 

time by commenting on some recent   

major weather event.  Yes, there have 

been some hot days, yes, there have been 

some storms and in places, a lot of rain 

has fallen but thankfully this summer 

Queensland has been disaster free. 

Welcome to all who have joined QWRC 

for the first time and thank you to all who 

have renewed their membership to again 

support QWRC as it continues to         

represent Wildlife Rehabilitators   

throughout Queensland.  

2014 is a special year for QWRC as this 

year we celebrate our 10th birthday.   

The need to establish a representative 

body for wildlife rehabilitation in 

Queensland was identified within the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

"Wildlife Review Discussion Paper"   

October 2002 after the associated public 

consultation meetings across the state, 

canvassing a review of the wildlife     

component of the Nature Conservation 

Regulation 1994.  

The establishment of an association to 

amalgamate wildlife rehabilitation       

interests under an over-arching yet      

inclusive body was strongly sought by 

wildlife rehabilitators and government 

alike.  

A steering committee was established, 

from nominations received from wildlife 

care groups across the State, relevant 

peak wildlife conservation and welfare 

organisations and relevant government 

departments, to progress the establish-

ment of a statewide wildlife rehabilitation 

association.  The steering committee first 

met in May 2003. 

This steering committee became the 

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation 

Council (QWRC, pronounced Quirk) in 

August 2004 and received Incorporation 

under the Associations Incorporations 

Act 1981 in October 2004 as a not for 

profit organization. 

Please mark Sunday September 21st
 

in your diary so you can come and join us 

at the RSPCA centre at Wacol for our  

birthday party and AGM.  It will be a 

great time to network with other         

rehabbers and meet your councillors.  

There may even be some surprises in 

store so do not miss the fun! 

I take this opportunity to thank the    

councillors who have worked so hard of 

late to distribute our Wildlife Rescue 

handbook.  Judy Elliott has done a great 

job of organising the printing and        

collection of boxes for distribution.    

Eleanor Pollock has done a truly mighty 

job of finding suitable display boxes and 

then getting them  and the booklets out to 

not only all the QWRC Councillors, but 

also liaising with Lyppards who have 

generously helped in getting sample   

copies to vets across the state. All the 

councillors have been great in             

distributing these within their areas. 

Thanks to the grant we received through 

the Gambling Benefits Fund, we have 

been able to print these booklets so they 

are free to the community. 

Continued on page 5  
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Editorial..  

The QWRC elections this year are for all 

odd numbered districts so if you live in 

district 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, or 11 then now is the 

time to really consider if you may have a 

little time to spare to help the rehabbers 

in your area.  You do not have to do this 

alone – we keep trying to build the    

district committees with members from 

within each shire within a district.  The 

shire representatives from within each 

district elects one person as their chair 

who is then the representative on 

QWRC.   Elections will take place in the 

middle of the year so all is concluded 

prior to the AGM in September.  All 

QWRC members in the relevant districts 

will be sent notification of the elections 

and nomination forms.  We look forward 

to an influx of replies! 

I wish you all well and hope the number 

of animals coming into care is minimal.   

 

 

 

 

Till next time 

Annie 

Annie has already mentioned QWRC’s 

10th birthday party at Wacol on 

Sunday 21 September so I hope to 

meet some of you there. 

This issue may be a little later than 

usual mainly due to the lack of input 

from members.  See page 12 where 

there is a request for a volunteer 

assistant editor.   I often have restricted 

computer access due to solar power so 

I’m unable to spend time searching the 

internet for stories. 

Raptors are obviously the focus in this 

issue.  They are majestic birds that need 

special permits, handling, care and 

equipment.  

The September issue will be all about 

our tiny critters.  So if you have any 

stories/photos of littlies either furless or 

featherless that you would like to share 

with other carers then please send them 

to editor@qwrc.org.au. 

Please see page 8 for details of the 

Australian Wildlife Rehabilitation 

Conference.  They have an excellent 

website with  details of the complete 

program www.awrchobart2014.org.  

There are numerous speakers covering a 

wide variety of topics plus a choice of 

five optional field trips.  I would 

encourage anyone to attend if possible.  

The reality is that most of us are on 

limited incomes and also spend heaps of 

money on our animals so attending 

these conferences is just in our dreams.  

We will however be able to benefit after 

the conference when the presenters’ 

papers are available on their website.  

Check now for lots of information from 

previous conferences :- 

www.awrc.org.au. 
 

Deadline for articles/photos for the next 

RnR issue is July 18. 

 

Judy Elliott 

   Continued from page 4 
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     “NEW” 
       from 

         Warm.A.Pet 
MINI-DELUXE HEAT PAD 

a tiny 160mm x 160mm 

with Seven Heat Settings 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Perfect for Very Small Animals 

Manufactured in Australia 

Many other products available 

     Visit www.warmapet.com.au 

               Wildlife Carers 
      (Permit number required)                                            

     Please call:03 9544 1471 

  Email: sales@warmapet.com.au 

      “Like” us on Facebook 

(Members of the public check your local    
pet store or internet re-seller  and ask for                    
Warm.A.Pet heat pads for your pet) 

ADVERTISEMENT  

 

Please see the colour pictures on the 

inside front cover of this issue. 

Brochures 

These are currently: 

 Dogs and Wildlife 

 Bats 

 Protect your Cat  Protect our 

Wildlife 

 How to become a Wildlife 

Rehabilitator 

 Wildlife rescue booklet 

These are available free to QWRC 

members for the cost of postage. Bulk 

requests may need to be limited. It 

may be possible to collect from your 

local councillor.  Please advise us if 

you would like to see any others 

produced. 
 

Safety Vests 
 

These have been donated by the Qld 

Mains Road department.  There are 

two Velcro fasteners on the front.  

There is an application form on our 

website.  One vest per member while 

stocks last, for postage costs please 

contact secretary@qwrc.org.au. 
 

Carcase Tags 
 

A small supply of these is sent with 

your membership card together with 

QWRC Products 

http://www.warmapet.com.au/
mailto:sales@warmapet.com.au
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I have been checking road kills of all 

descriptions for thirteen years which 

started when we (Ross and I) moved to a 

lovely property of fify three acres in 

2001 (between Dalby & Bell) called 

“Wilgaroo”. It was exactly that – roos 

under Wilga trees and a piece of  heaven. 

It was well balanced with a diverse range 

of wildlife.  

We moved to Cabarlah/Highfields north 

of Toowoomba in 2011 for family      

reasons, and I have continued to check 

road kills every day with the  support of 

Ross who takes over the run when I am 

unable to do so. My trek takes me about 

forty two klms north to Geham/Hampton 

on the New England Highway and back 

along the Meringandan Road. 

Before I registered with QWRC I spray 

painted the carcasses bright pink and I 

am sure the local carers wondered what 

was going on. Thanks to QWRC I now 

have carcass tags and a high visibility 

vest, but sincerely wish traffic would 

slow down when I am out there.     

Speeding is a problem for our wildlife. 

I have had wonderful support, guidance 

and friendship from my local carers and 

greatly admire their commitment and 

hard work. Bouquets to all you carers out 

there. My job is an easy one compared to 

the physical and emotional strain of 

yours. 

I have found lots of diverse wildlife, 

dead and injured. The ones that stay in 

my mind are the live twin pinkies (grey) 

found near “Wilgaroo’ and the monster 

carpet python (dead) in Highfields. 

I am simply unable to pass a carcass  

unchecked and Ross has stated           

emphatically he will never go west with 

me because we would never get there. I 

believe there are lots of road kills out 

there! 

If I find an attached pinkie I cut the teat 

and attach a safety pin (so teat is not 

swallowed), place in pillowcase and put 

down my front. I always try to deliver to 

carers as I know they are always time 

poor. It’s good to keep in touch with the 

carers to check on the outcome, but also I 

have made some wonderful and         

interesting friends and really enjoy their        

company. 

 

 

Meet Sandra McKay from 

Cabarlah/Highfields 

                    Rescuer Profile     

Sandra McKay 
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Date Claimer 

The theme of the 2014 Conference 

is: New Directions: Accommodating 

Change. The conference will  officially 

open on the morning of 27 May but there 

will be a very special preconference get-

together on the evening of Monday, 26 

May, and we hope all delegates will be 

able to join us.  

 

The main conference venue will be the 

Hotel Grand Chancellor (HGC). Special 

room rates are available for Conference       

delegates, so please contact Kimberley 

(Group Reservations HGC).   If staying 

at any hotel, etc within Hobart we ask 

you to please say that you are attending 

the Australian Wildlife Rehabilitation 

Conference to receive any special     

delegate rates.  
 

Our website http://awrchobart2014.org is  

updated regularly with news and       

information about the conference. There 

is information about Tasmania,         

including accommodation options and 

places you might like to visit if you’re 

able to spend a little extra time in our       

beautiful state. 

 

Enquiries about this website can be sent 

to admin@AWRCHobart2014.org   

  

Online registration is available and the 

field trips are booking up rapidly.   If 

you have any questions about            

registration, or about the conference in 

general, or to be included in the mailing 

list for updates and any other info, please 

contact our Secretary, Oma Rodger, at: 

secretary@AWRCHobart2014.org  

or on 03 64293348.  
 

Tasmania is the only state to have not 

hosted this conference, so this is a very 

exciting time for us to showcase our 

special and unique wildlife.  
 

We look forward to welcoming you to 

the AWRC in Hobart in May 2014!  

See you all soon!  

Your fantastic team AWRC Hobart 

2014. 

 

WHAT:   

Australian Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Conference 

WHERE: 
Hotel Grand Chancellor 

Hobart, Tasmania 

WHEN: 

 27 to 30 May 2014 

INFORMATION: 
www.awrchobart2014.org 
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    ADVERTISEMENT 
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   Peregrine Falcon 

I received a call that a bird of prey had 

been found in the port authority area in 

Townsville. I had spent the night in the 

hospital giving moral support to a 

friend who was giving birth to a lovely 

daughter.  I had not had any sleep so I 

asked our carer would she mind picking 

the bird up.  From the description I felt 

it may have been a Peregrine falcon. 

The bird was taken to the JCU         

university vet for me to collect after 

examination.  This was on Friday 3rd 

January,  and I found out the bird had 

been  sitting on the ground since 1st  

January.  I decided to go to the vet  

(after a bit of sleep) and take some 

mice  as three days is a long time with-

out food or water.   

The bird was indeed a Peregrine falcon, 

she had been x-rayed and no breaks 

were found but was weak and          

dehydrated.  I took her to the second 

chance motel (my place) and started her 

recovery.  She was not keen to eat but 

with a bit of encouragement – assist 

feeding and some pain relief she settled 

in.  It was eight days before she began 

to eat on her own and she seemed to 

know I was helping her.  After nearly 

two weeks of  R and R, I decided to 

move her into the  outside aviary as she 

was starting to want to move around 

more.  She had also gained more than 

100grams.  In the aviary her flight was 

obviously painful but she seemed     

happy to be outside again and her    

appetite increased.  She  put a large 

dent in my frozen smorgasbord! 

A friend, who is doing a PhD in        

conservation and studying birds, came 

over and we did her measurements.  

She was now 848grams and definitely 

female.  I also found out from him that 

the pair of Peregrines that live in the 

city area of Townsville had fledged two 

chicks this year. I was extremely happy 

to hear the young birds had fledged as 

this female was most likely the female 

of the pair as they pair for life and this 

was their  territory.  The most likely 

explanation for her coming into care 

was that the city’s fireworks on New 

Years Eve gave her an awful fright.  

She flew off at night and most likely 

crashed and caused muscle damage to 

her back and wings.   

 Continued on page 11 
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Now to the good part….after just over 

five weeks in care, I had been in-aviary 

flight training her, but she was getting 

too fast.  I rang the Townsville Bulletin 

and they were interested in the release 

as we had also done a short story when 

she came in and it would be good to 

follow up.  I was a little nervous as you 

never know how well a release will go.   

The weather was finally perfect (I held 

her over a week due to the cyclone that 

we had here)  and it was time.   

We went to the top of Castle Hill as 

this is where the pair had been seen 

breeding and flying, did a little recon to 

make sure it was the best spot, set up 

the cameras,  and the moment of 

truth….I held her high and then just 

opened my hands.  The wind grabbed 

her and pulled her back over us but 

then she came flying straight back in 

front of us, she soared around as though 

nothing had ever happened and gave us 

quite a good show playing in the wind.  

Then she did quite a great stoop and 

disappeared around the side of the cliff 

face.   

There is not much that makes me jump 

up and down like a kid but I did that 

morning, it was picture perfect and 

could not have gone any better. She 

looked amazing on the wind just as she 

should.  

I am hoping that next year I can go to 

Castle Hill and get a glimpse of her 

again raising her next clutch. Maybe 

just maybe she might remember the 

crazy bird lady who helped her at the 

second chance motel.   

She came into care on the 3rd January at 

819grams and was released on the 5th  

February at 949grams. 

Deb Carter 

Continued from Page 10 
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We welcome two new district 

representatives to our hard-working 

team of QWRC councillors.  Tami 

Moffat is representing wildlife 

rehabilitators in District 2 which is the 

Wet Tropics/Cairns Marine area.  The 

new representative for District 1, Cape 

York/Dry Tropics is Kristy Philliskirk. 

There are now just two vacancies left 

these being District 6 which is the 

Longreach area and District 8 being in 

the South West.  Once these positions 

are filled QWRC will have 

representatives throughout Queensland. 

We would welcome any members in 

these areas applying to be a district 

councillor.  One requirement is having 

access to email several times a week as 

most of our business is conducted 

through email contact between our 

monthly meetings.  Another requirement 

is being available on a landline on  the 

fourth Monday morning monthly 

(approximately 9.30am-12pm) to 

participate in our meetings (except 

December).  The meetings are held at 

RSPCA, Wacol for those able to attend.  

There is also a teleconference link, for 

those unable to attend, which  is done 

via an 1800 number so that cost is not an 

issue. 

News …... News …... News 

New District Councillors 

 New QWRC Website 

We are pleased to announce that a new re-vamped website will be available very 

shortly.  This will be very user friendly with lots of new information so please 

check it out on www.qwrc.org.au. 

Administration Request 

Sadly some members are not receiving all the information that is being sent to them 

either by snailmail or email.  We get a lot of return to senders some of which is due 

to their application forms being scribbled which results in information being 

incorrectly recorded on  our database.  Incomplete forms also cause problems and  

is time consuming to sort out.  Please remember that we are all volunteers with busy 

lives doing our best to assist wildlife rehabilitators.  Please help us to help you. 
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Your local representatives: 
District 1—  Cape York/Dry Tropics/Gulf    

Kristy Philliskirk 

Phone : 0427 799748 

 

District  2— Wet Tropics/Cairns Marine 

Tami Moffat 

Phone: 0467 045590 

 

District 3 — Savannah/Townsville Marine 

Janelle  Gilmore 

Phone: 4724 4725 

 

District 4  —  Mackay/Whitsundays 

Jacqui Webb 

Phone: 4947 3308 

 

District 5 — Capricorn/Gladstone 

Annie Saunders 

Phone: 4975 6281 

 

District 6—  Longreach 

VACANT 

 

District 7 — Wide Bay Burnett/Great Sandy 

Judy Elliott 

Phone: 4156 5382 

 

District 8— South West 

VACANT 

 

District 9 — Toowoomba 

Trish Lee Hong 

Phone: 4630 5208 

 

District 10 — Sunshine Coast/Southern Marine 

Glendell Appleford 

Phone:  0413 453722 

 

District 11— Southeast/Moreton Bay 

Eleanor Pollock 

Phone: 3420 0406 

 

 

CONTACTING QWRC 

 

POSTAL ADDRESS: 

PO Box 488, ARCHERFIELD 4108 
 

TELEPHONE:  

Refer to local representative list  
 

EMAIL:  

secretary@qwrc.org.au 
editor@qwrc.org.au 

 

WEBSITE: 

 www.qwrc.org.au 
 

Please address all correspondence 

to the Secretary. 

 MOVING HOUSE  

or 

changing your email address 

Remember to advise QWRC 

We receive a number of Return to Sender 
RnRs after each mailing.  Numerous 
emails also bounce which would indicate 
that our mailing list is not being kept up to 
date.  Please ensure you tell us when 
ever you change your contact details. 

Remember that DEHP are  unable (due 
to   privacy laws) to advise us of any 
carer details.  It is therefore vital that 
YOU tell US of any changes.  Groups 

please note. 

QWRC’s patron is Dr Jim Pollock 

RnR is printed by Classic Design and 

Print, Bundaberg 
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MEMBERSHIP  

BENEFITS 
 

 Membership of the State representative body. 

 A collective voice for rehabilitation. 

 Access to a network of carers across the State. 

 Financial membership offers cover under QWRC’s Public   
Liability ($20M) and Volunteer Workers Insurance policies. 

 Support with wildlife rehabilitation and welfare. 

 Access to QWRC brochures. 

 Access to professional advice, information and data. 

 Access to Best Practice Guidelines. 

 RnR newsletter twice a year (March and September). 

 QWRC Quotes member’s update (January and June). 

 Eligibility to nominate for a position as a QWRC District   
representative. 

 Eligibility to vote at all QWRC elections. 

 Help to build a strong council to advocate on your behalf. 

All members of QWRC have their name, 

phone number and email  details listed in  

District order in the members area of the 

QWRC website www.qwrc.org.au.  

Would you like to contact 

other carers in your area? 
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Post to:  

The Secretary 

 PO Box 488 

 ARCHERFIELD QLD 4108 

 or scan and email to:  

 secretary@qwrc.org.au 

      Membership Application Form 
      

 PLEASE COMPLETE ALL DETAILS CLEARLY 

 
Surname.………………………………………………………….. 

First Name ………………………..………….…………………… 

Date of Birth …………………….…………. 

Residential Address…………….………….…………………………………………………………. 

………………………………….………….……………………………………………………………. 

Postal address….……………….………….…………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………….……………………………………………………………….. 

Regional Council in which you reside …………………………………………………………….. 

Telephone  (H) .……………..………….……………...   (Mob)……………………………….. …. 

                   (W)……..…..……………………………… 

Email ……………………………………...………….…….…………………………………………. 

Group Name ………………………...………….……………………………………………………. 

RnR  -  I would like to receive by         email        or       snailmail       (please circle) 

I, the above named, understand and agree that my name and contact  details will be stored on a member 

data base by QWRC for its use and may be circulated to all other members of QWRC around the state.        

I further understand that these details will not be sold for any purpose. 

 

Signed……………………………….………….…         Dated………….………………………….. 

Annual Membership AU$20 (calendar year)  
 

I enclose cheque /money order for $......................... made payable to QWRC 

OR   
Direct Deposit to the QWRC bank account at Credit Union Australia  

 BSB No 814 282     Account No 30644404  

 Please use your surname as a reference number for this transaction 
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I would like to provide ten tips for 

c a r e r s ,  b o th  exp e r i en ced  and 

inexper ienced,  tha t  I  consider 

foundations of wildlife care and 

rehabilitation.  

 

 

 

 

TIP ONE 

Consider the WHOLE creature. 
 

Does your patient have life altering 

injuries that would make future life 

miserable? A percentage of wildlife that 

we receive into care will need to be 

euthanased due to incapacitating 

injuries. 

 

Massive head trauma or spinal injuries 

can rarely be successfully treated. 

Injuries that have caused amputation of 

parts of legs or wings are remarkably 

co mmo n,  and  r eq u i re  c r i t i ca l 

assessment. Whilst dogs and cats are 

able to cope well with amputations, I 

generally do not feel that it is 

appropriate for most wildlife. Reptiles 

can manage well with limb loss though, 

so are a slightly different situation.  

 

It is very easy as wildlife carers, to care 

so much that you want to save EVERY 

patient. Unfortunately this is not always 

in the best interests of the patient. If you 

are unsure of what is best for a case, be 

sure to seek the opinions of other more 

experienced carers, or a vet (if you can 

find one to help…).  

TIP TWO  

Consider the needs of the body. 
 

One of the hardest things we encounter 

at the vet centre, even with our large 

Lotterywest wildlife hospital these days, 

is finding an appropriate cage or 

enclosure for each new patient. Every 

case has a unique combination of needs 

to provide for, and we all have a limited 

range of cages available.  

 

We find it is great to have different 

carers that specialise in certain species, 

as they have facilities that are suited to 

those special requirements. We have one 

couple that care for most of our owls, 

kites and Tawny frogmouths, and they 

have a wonderful set up to care for 

them. Specialising also allows you to 

improve your skills for the group that 

you care for, which is a wonderful thing.  

They shared a trick with us recently,  

they crop feed the weak raptors and 

water birds they receive with beaten 

egg, thinned with a little water. This is 

brilliant thinking as it is energy and 

protein in a really available source, 

which will get the belly working again. 

This would work for all birds I imagine. 

  

Remember: in the early stages of care 

most patients require a small sized cage 

so that their energy expenditure is 

minimized whilst they are stressed, so 

that they can heal injuries and food and 

water intake can be supplemented and 

bodily outputs monitored.  Cage size 

needs to be increased once strength has               

 

The Wildlife Vet  -  Top Ten Tips 

Continued on Page 17 
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returned and there is the chance of     

self-harm in a confined space.  

 

TIP THREE 

Consider the needs of the mind. 
 

It is really important to consider the 

background noise and activity that is 

always present in our environment when 

we are caring for wildlife. The noise of 

our human world and activities is very 

stressful to wildlife in care, and it is 

very easy to overlook these stressors. 

Radios, TVs, barking dogs, traffic and 

playing children are all noises that will 

chronically stress patients in care. It is 

important to select a site to house your 

patients that is as quiet as possible, and 

not in areas that have lots of people 

traffic and constant noise.   

 

We cover the top and three sides of a 

box or cage, so that the patient does not 

always have to be on the alert to watch 

what is coming from every different 

direction. Predators often come from 

above or behind, so covering the cage 

will provide some security and prevent 

your patient having to be on the alert all 

the time. We also generally cover the 

front of the cage for at least a few days, 

until we feel that the patient is less 

stressed and reactive.  

 

TIP FOUR  

Consider the needs of the spirit. 
 

Most wildlife that end up in care do so 

because they have suffered some form 

of trauma.  They are then subject to 

further trauma due to close contact with 

humans…..however loving that human 

is. Even though we do our best to 

reduce the stress that wildlife are subject 

to, the very fact that they are within our 

envi ronment  makes  them fee l 

threatened.  

 

Homeopathic remedies are a fabulous 

way to treat not only the shock and 

trauma of injuries, but also the mental 

and emotional stress that wildlife 

experience. I have used homeopathy to 

treat all of my patients, both domestic 

and wild, for many years now, and I 

have no doubt of the benefit.  

 

I have written an extensive paper that is 

available on our Kimberley Wildlife 

Rescue website if anyone is interested in 

more information. My greatest hope is 

that carers would start by adding Arnica 

to their repertoire to treat wildlife, and 

the benefits would be enormous.   

  

The other thing that I consider to 

support the spirit is to have a friend or 

companion of the same species. Many 

organisations consider that it is wrong to 

keep creatures in care that are non-

releasable, but all of us at some time 

end up with some individuals that 

remain with us. These souls often make 

wonderful companions for others as 

they progress through their healing, and 

I truly believe that they can be great 

solace for each other.   

 

We have a Blue Winged Kookaburra 

“Magda” who has been with us for 

many years, who has raised many of our 

orphaned kookies. By having our 

bubbas in with her she encourages them 

to feed themselves, and shows them the 

ropes and helps them to settle in. I think 

she is also happy to have the peace and 

quiet again when the kids leave home! 

 

Continued from Page 16 
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TIP FIVE 

Consider the need for hydration. 

We all know that creatures need hydra-

tion, but it is also important to consider 

how we present their fluids. Low, heavy 

bowls are the best I feel, and we have a 

selection of ceramic bowls that work 

really well. They are far less likely to be 

tipped over, as always happens with  

plastic bowls, which leaves your patient 

with no fluids and further disruption 

when it needs to be replaced and refilled.  

We also suggest putting honey in the 

water which will provide instant energy 

for any patient. It can be a life saver for a 

weak and stressed case, and most every-

one has access to honey. Electrolytes are 

obviously the better option as they     

provide salts as well as energy, and even 

Powerade and the like are an option if 

there is nothing else available. We are 

often contacted by people in remote  

areas that have found injured wildlife, so 

it is great to have options available to 

suggest to use until the patient can be 

bought into care. 

TIP SIX  

Consider the needs of the wound. 

Wound care can be a most challenging 

issue, and often one that determines the 

speed with which we are able to release a 

patient. Non-healing wounds are a great 

frustration, and those with a lot of tissue 

damage need effective cleaning. 

Any wound can be cleaned with salty 

water or vinegar and water, which is  

always safe and gentle for any patient. 

Betadine is safe but always use it diluted, 

never use Dettol. 

Dermaclens is my secret for wounds with 

any dead or dying tissue. It can be used 

on ANY wound, and is excellent for use 

under bandages or dressings. It is a    

veterinary product and is a combination 

of gentle acids that help dead cells come 

away from the wound and leave live cells 

nice and healthy.  

Aloe vera is an awesome wound treat-

ment, especially for wounds that are dry 

or crusted. Paw paw ointment or honey 

are natural products that soften and  

moisturize dry wounds and greatly assist 

healing. 

Bepanthen is a product that is available 

from the chemist and is great for wounds 

that are infected and dry. It is wonderful 

on tail tips, ear tips, toes etc and I also 

use it on dry noses.  

TIP SEVEN  

Consider the needs of the immune       

system. 

Chronic infections, conditions like      

diarrhoea and fractures that take a long 

time to heal all take their toll on the body 

and the immune system. In recent times I 

have been using colloidal silver to      

support these cases, and am finding that 

it can make a significant difference. My 

favourite treatment for the diarrhoea is 

bentonite which is a chalk type          

substance, which you can get as a      

powder and a liquid. Which is easier to 

use.  Colloidal silver can be added to the 

water or given orally, and for most    

wildlife 5 to 10 drops are all that is    

needed. It can be put on food and can be 

used daily.  

Continued on page  19 
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 Continued from page 18 

Dr Sarah Brett 

Kimberley Wildlife Rescue Inc 

PO Box 1442 Kununurra WA 6743 

kimberleyvet4@westnet.com.au 

www.kimberleywildliferescue.org.au  

I also use a liquid called 5 Mushroom 

Extract to support the immune system, 

which is a naturopathic product which is 

excellent immune support, as is Vitamin 

C.  

TIP EIGHT 

Consider the needs of the feather.  

Feather damage in birds in captivity is 

always a problem, and badly damaged 

feathers will delay the release of a pa-

tient. Many weak birds cannot perch 

well, and when they sit on the ground 

their tail feathers become damaged.  

For these cases we use short logs that 

have had one face cut off, so that they sit 

flat on the floor of the cage. Weak birds 

can then sit on these logs comfortably 

and keep their tail feathers off the ground 

and away from damage and soiling with 

faeces.  

Lining cages with shade cloth can also 

reduce tail feather damage for birds that 

hang on the sides of the cage. Feathers 

are still slightly damaged at the tip, but 

as the tail does not poke out through the 

wire the damage is less.  

TIP NINE  

Crepe bandages are a wildlife carers 

best friend. 

Crepe bandages are wonderful for wild-

life dressings and wing bandages as they 

are stretchy, reusable if the dressing 

doesn’t sit right on the first go, and do 

not stick to feathers or skin. There are 

many different names and brands, 

Vetwrap, Coflex, Coplus etc and they are 

available from vets and some chemists.  

We snip them up into small strips and 

wrap them around syringes to use them 

for small birds and fiddly jobs. They are 

great for figure 8 wing bandages, and for 

feet and tails, but always remember if 

you are bandaging a limb to include the 

foot or paw so that it does not swell up 

and restrict the circulation. We have re-

cently developed an addition to wing 

bandages to hold the wing up at the 

shoulder and prevent it rotating forward. 

Using crepe bandaging for this, means 

that it does not rub at the shoulder or 

cause pressure sores.  

AND MY MOST PROFOUND 

TIP: NUMBER TEN 
Sugar gliders and echidnas are sneaky 

little bastards and will escape from any 

cage. 

Never trust them…. seriously!!!!!!!!!!! 

If you would like some more extensive 

first aid tips please visit our Kimberley 

Wildlife Rescue website.   

 

                           ,   

   

 

Please note that Qld rehabbers must adhere to the 
COP which does not allow amputations and 

requires a permit for long term care of animals. 

mailto:kimberleyvet4@westnet.com.au
http://www.kimberleywildliferescue.org.au
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Wildlife Training Weekends in Rural Qld 

The Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council believes that it represents carers 

throughout Queensland; and in doing so is delighted to be able to bring to rural 

Queensland areas, training weekends with well respected speakers from throughout  

Australia sharing information concerning wildlife rehabilitation. 

Bundaberg workshop 16/17 November 2013 

This was very popular with lots of positive feedback from over thirty participants 

who travelled  from far and wide to attend.    Presenters were Dr Jim Pollock and his 

wife Eleanor with a variety of wildlife topics being covered.  

Many thanks to Yvonne Thompson who baked lots of yummy treats for morning 

and afternoon teas.  Thanks also to Australian Wildlife Supplies, Burston Blue 

Teats, Warmapet heatpads and Wombaroo, for donating raffle prizes.  Bundaberg 

Landcare nursery also donated lots of native trees. 

Free comprehensive notes were supplied.  It was also an excellent opportunity to 

meet and have a chat with fellow carers. 

The next training workshop is being organised for Goondoowindi        

on 24/25 May at the Golden Age Centre, Elizabeth Drive.  

Please contact Trish Lee Hong 4630 5208 for further information.   

We are applying for further grant funding to continue our commitment  to supplying 

quality training to Queensland carers.  Please advise QWRC if you know of a rural  

location that would benefit from one of these training workshops. 

THESE WORKSHOPS ARE FREE TO PARTICIPANTS  

(QWRC membership is not a requirement) 

 

QWRC Disaster Fund 

This fund was set up to assist carers affected by any natural disaster.  There is an 

application form on our website with the maximum per claim being $1000. 
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The powerful owl is a bird rarely seen in 

care and after initial rescue requires 

housing with a carer permitted to handle 

raptors (birds of prey). So when my 

friend rang to see if I could care for a 

chick I have to admit I was quite       

bemused. Knowing she was a bird co-

ordinator of a wildlife group where the 

powerful owl is sometimes seen made 

me wonder if this was perhaps a case of 

mistaken identity! You know, when the 

boobook turns out to be a tawny – or 

maybe she was joking? Another 80k 

round trip at night, here I come! 

 

What a surprise to see the owlet in a 

small collapsible dog crate with the top 

its head feathers brushing the roof. The 

young bird stood 40cm tall and was a 

ball of white fluffy down, trousered legs 

with big feet and talons, and some 

brown primary feathers on the wings. 

The bird was estimated to be no more 

than six weeks old.   

 

The owlet had been found on the ground 

in the evening and had no indication of 

cause of injury. It was sent to the          

co-ordinator who housed it overnight 

treating it for concussion and shock. The 

following day the bird as taken for a vet 

check at the RSPCA wildlife hospital at 

Wacol. The vet check revealed a very 

small bruise to lower right eyelid,     

however both pupils were functional, 

corneas clear, both pectin intact and no 

haemorrhage seen, it was  suspected the 

bird had undergone only mild trauma. 

The vet advised to treat conservatively 

and try to release; if any problems arise 

the bird may require further                

investigation as needed. 

 

It was on day three the bird came into 

my care and signs of trauma were more 

apparent with the right eyelid drooping 

over ¼ of the eye and the left cornea 

slightly cloudy. Both eyes were treated 

with Tricin administered twice daily and 

slowly the left eye responded clear at 

twelve days. The right eyelid was of 

great concern given the importance of 

sight for this night predator. As the 

weeks passed I began to consider the 

fact that bird may not be releasable, 

however a further five weeks on it was a 

great day to see the eyelid slowly begin 

to normalize. 

The bird was housed in the largest     

plastic dog crate available for a hutch 

box. Feeding by hand was a synch, just 

pull back the towel open the door a little 

and offer food by 20cm tweezers. It ate 

well snatching them with the beak     

averaging 6-10 just furring rats per 

night. At four weeks in care the owl was 

eating large mice, small furred rats and 

parts of road-kill possum thrown into the 

hutch.  

 

Feeding the owl began to take a different 

appeal with the bird launching itself feet 

first to the grill of the door at the sound 

or movement for feeding times. Feeding 

now was not for the feint hearted as the 

speed at which the bird moved at times 

was alarming and it became obvious this  

        Powerful Owl    Ninox Strenua 

Continued on page 23 



RnR Page 23 

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed 

was not just a response to hunger but 

instead a territorial behaviour.  

 

The hutch had been elevated on a table 

in the corner of the flight aviary since its 

first arrival. The steel framed aviary, 

covered in trawler netting 8m L x 3m W 

x 4.5m H was ample room for the bird to 

begin flight. Even though the right eyelid 

was still drooping I decided to open the 

hutch door and allow the bird freedom. It 

took two days to fly out and then the 

drama began. The bird would not feed 

out of the hutch, would not feed by    

flying into the hutch, and would not feed 

from on top of the hutch. Every second 

night it was netted down, put into the 

hutch fed with food and then released 

again.  

    

After a few weeks I decided the         

continual netting may result in the bird 

becoming imprinted, not to mention I am 

only 152cm tall, and the difficulty of 

handling the long environet and netting 

it down from a height of 4.5m. I had to 

come up with another strategy to get the 

bird to feed itself so I removed the bird 

and its hutch to smaller cage and began 

again. 

 

It took three weeks but the bird finally 

adopted the whole cage as its territory 

and flew to find food and began to     

exhibit normal hunting/feeding           

behaviour. Finally it was transferred 

back to the original flight aviary and 

within a week was flying and taking 

food from random feeding posts and/or 

ground. Currently the bird is feeding 

predominately on native tucker albeit not 

live food. I am confident it has had the 

best opportunity to firstly recognise food 

and secondly the strength and agility to 

catch prey.  

 

Powerful owl young often stay with their 

parents to the age of seven months or 

their first fledging year. It has taken   

seven months to rehabilitate and prepare 

this bird to return to the wild which it 

has so fleetingly known, I can only hope 

it is successful and survives to            

reproduce.  

   

The Powerful Owl is an endangered  

species, vulnerable in Queensland. The 

largest owl found in Australia reaching 

60-65cm. These owls prefer old growth 

forests with mature, live hollow bearing 

eucalypt and wet forests with dense   

understoreys but also occur in the   

broader habitat types. Home range varies 

upon the abundance of food resources 

and may extend up to 500ha. The diet of 

the Powerful owl is mainly comprised of 

medium to large tree dwelling mammals 

with particular emphasis on Common 

Ringtail possum and glider species.  

 

Powerful Owls mate for life (approx 30 

years), with breeding generally occurring 

in June- July. These owls nest in deep 

large hollows usually laying two eggs 

which hatch between 30-38 days with 

owlets fledging at ten weeks of age.  

 

Reference: Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 

1988, Action Statement, No. 92, Department 

of Sustainability and  Environment, Victoria.  

 

Continued from page 22 
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Water bowls 

In really hot weather I use several   

plastic (mushroom) containers in my 

joey  enclosure.  They are easy to    

collect, wash and re-fill. 

PLEASE EMAIL YOUR  HINTS 

AND TIPS TO:  

editor@qwrc.org.au 

Nature’s Little Helpers 

It is great to have an army of little 

Dung beetles to assist with poo 

disposal in joey enclosures.  There’s an 

opportunity for someone — breeding 

dung beetles. 

          Hints and Tips  
   (for carers  -  from carers) 
 

 - Assistant Editor 

 - Media List Co-ordinator  
VACANCIES 

Assistant Editor 

Our RnR editor requires assistance 

from someone who has the time to 

search for stories/photos.  There will 

be a theme for each issue to make it a 

little easier.  It is only printed in 

March and September. 

If you think you may be able to help 

please contact editor@qwrc.org.au or, 

if you prefer, just phone Judy on 4156 

5382 for a chat about it. 

 

Media List Co-ordinator 

Our media list is currently held by 

one person and is split into several 

different email folders.  We have 

been advised by Microsoft that it is 

not possible to email these Windows 

folders to anyone else (using Vista). 

We need someone to recreate these 

files (lists supplied) and keep them 

updated.  It would then be necessary 

to email out media releases 

(supplied) when required.  This does 

not happen very often.  Please 

contact secretary@qwrc.org.au. 
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Anne-Marie’s Wildlife Supplies 

 ADVERTISEMENT 

 

 

     

                                                       

   

          Call or e-mail for price list 

                                           5484 7354 anmacropod@bigpond.com 

                           

 

 

 

                                                

      http://annemarieswildlifesupplies.wordpress.com/ 

        Raw Fresh Health - http://anmacropod.wordpress.com/ 

 Herbal remedies for Thrush and E-Coli 

 Vitamin E, Selenium and other nutritional supplements 

 

 Syringe teats many sizes  

   .40 cents each 

 Flying Fox syringe teats  

   .80 cents each 
 

 We can make a teat mould 
from your favourite teat 

 Wallaby,  Kangaroo,  Fly-

ing Fox, Wombat, Possum,  

and Glider teats, soft and 

long lasting .80 cents each 

 Stainless Steel teat moulds 

from $10 

http://annemarieswildlifesupplies.wordpress.com/
http://anmacropod.wordpress.com/
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Suri, a 5g Broad-nosed microbat, was 

found on the front doorstep of a house in 

Mt Tamborine. Her rescuer picked her 

up with a thick cloth, placed her in a box 

with a wrap and took her to the 

Australian Bat Clinic. Her rescuer was 

keen to name her and follow her 

progress, so he called her Suri, short for 

survivor as he thought she looked like a 

survivor and had a giant attitude.  From 

there she was taken to the RSPCA 

Wildlife Hospital. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the wildlife hospital she was placed 

on a warm heat pad surrounded by hot 

packs and anaesthetised. Xrays were 

taken indicating that she had a 

compound comminuted fracture of her 

left radioulna. Even though the fracture 

was compound, she still had nerve and 

blood vessels intact beyond the fracture. 
 

She was far too small to place on Iv 

fluids (no catheter small enough) so she 

was given 10% of her bodyweight in 

fluids with some glucose. She was also 

placed on antibiotics, given strong pain 

relief  in the form of 1:100 diluted 

methodone then changed to 1:100 

diluted temgesic post op as well as 1:100 

diluted Meloxicam.  A 11/2 inch long 

25G needle was used to pin the fracture 

using an open retrograde approach 

exiting out the elbow joint. The joint 

was flexed as far as possible before 

placement to avoid damaging the 

cartilage of the elbow and restricting 

movement. Before closure, the fracture 

site was infused with diluted lignocaine 

to aid in pain relief.  A rubber stopper 

was placed on the end of the pin to avoid 

any damage/injury from the exposed 

pin. 
 

After stabilising her and controlling her 

pain, she went back to the Australian 

Bat Hospital for recovery and 

rehabilitation. She needs to have the pin 

site cleaned with diluted betadine twice 

daily and will stay on calcium 

s u p p l e m e n t a t i o n  a n d  a n t i -

inflammatories until her pin is removed 

in approximately six weeks. She will 

revisit every two weeks for x-rays to 

ensure the fracture is healing well.  
 

During her recovery a very gradual 

return to movement and usage of the 

wing is encouraged to avoid atrophy of 

muscles and contraction of tendons and 

ligaments and aid in bone remodelling. 

There is always a careful balance 

between too much activity damaging the 

healing fracture site and too little 

activity affecting return to function. 

Suri's recovery is going well and her 

attitude and desire for mealworms 

returned almost immediately.  
 

Dr Tania Bishop, Qld RSPCA wildlife vet 

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council 
acknowledges that all restricted medications  
should  only  be   administered  under the direct 
supervision of a veterinary surgeon.  For further 
information see Health (Drugs and poisons)    
Regulation  1996.  <http://ww.legislation.qld.gov.au/ 

       RSPCA Animal Care Campus at Wacol 
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 Motorists Helping Wildlife 

Look out for our FREE Wildlife 

Rescue booklets available at the Qld 

Driver Reviver sites this Easter. 

They had been distributed to the sites 

by the Transport and Main Roads 

Department. prior to the Christmas 

holidays. 

QWRC was fortunate to receive a 

grant from the Qld Gambling 

Community Benefit Fund for the 

printing of these booklets. 
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Little Eagle courtesy of the Society 

for the Preservation of Raptors Inc 

Peregrine falcon by Deb Carter 


