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QWRC
QWRC
WILDLIFE
WILDLIFE
BROCHURES
BROCHURES
It is our aim to remove the need for each group to print brochures on subjects that
affect all groups and rehabbers. We have also produced a small booklet as a
wildlife rescue guide; some may call this a glovebox guide. This too is something
relevant to all groups. Due to production costs, we cannot offer this free but can
offer it at a subsidised cost of $1.50 per copy to groups who can then sell it on for
$2 each thus recouping the costs and making a little to fund their vital work.
Groups could apply for grant funding to purchase these booklets.
Email: secretary@qwrc.org.au for further information.

SEE PAGE 26 FOR DETAILS
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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year. It is distributed free to all
financial members of QWRC throughout
Queensland. To ensure you continue to
receive a copy, either by post or email,
please ensure you maintain your correct
contact details with QWRC to either
secretary@qwrc.org.au. or PO Box 488
Archerfield Qld 4108.

RnR is printed on
recycled paper

Opinions expressed in RnR are not necessarily
those of the Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation
Council.
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Help save a tree or two
Choose to have your RnR delivered
electronically.
Email: secretary@qwrc.org.au.
QWRC’s Best Practice Guidelines for wildlife rehabilitators are available in the
member’s section of our website www.qwrc.org.au. Please let us know if you can
suggest further titles to add to this list:
Euthanasia of Native Wildlife in Queensland
Wildlife Autopsy by Rehabilitators in Queensland
Hygiene Practices
What happens to animals that can't be released?
Understanding your duty of care
Release of wildlife
Zoonosis
Care of Flying fox orphans outside their geographical range
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From the Chair..

Have you survived unscathed? Yet again
nature has thrown everything at us at
once. Oh so often the word of Dorothea
Mackellar’s poem keeps running through
my head
Core of my heart, my country!
Land of the Rainbow Gold,
For flood and fire and famine,
She pays us back threefold Over the thirsty paddocks,
Watch, after many days,
The filmy veil of greenness
That thickens as we gaze.

As I write to you, we are still waiting for
the final word on the revised COP. Yes I
know it was two years ago that the
process began. Yes, the rehabilitation
groups, individual rehabbers and QWRC
all did their bit within the short time
frame we were given but the Department
of Environment and Heritage Protection
(EHP) are still pushing to get this through
the final governmental approval stage.
How nice would it be to have a stop press
in this issue saying it is finalised! (Ed:
see pages 22/23).
Were you able to attend one of our free
rural training workshops during 2012?
We are applying for funds to repeat this
process this year in different centres so
do keep eyes and ears open in the hope of
one nearby that you can attend. See page
7 for further information.

Isn’t it so true? Have you seen the
country around you come back to life?
What was brown and crunchy here with
little or no food for any animal is now a
lush green paradise filled with insects and
flowers. It is heart-warming to see the
birds that were to the stage of needing
Do you have a supply of our carcase
some support feeding now looking so
tags?
These are available free to all
sleek, fat and healthy.
rehabbers. The tag, with its tail sticking
If you suffered damage to cages, up in the air, will alert passers-by that the
enclosures, or need help getting back on animal has been checked and any live
your wildlife rehabbing feet after being offspring removed. It is hoped this will
affected by fire or flood or rain damage reduce the number of times each carcase
remember QWRC may be able to help. is checked. These tags are initially issued
We have donated funds available to help with two sheets upon which to record
you get back on your feet. You can where they were used. As each sheet is
download the required paperwork from completed, return it to us and we will
our website or contact your local QWRC send out more tags and another sheet; this
councillor who will point you in the right way you always have both tags and a
direction. Please do not think that there record sheet on hand. We, in turn, supply
are others worse off than you are so you the info you have gathered to the Main
will not apply – we have the funds [not a Roads Department in an effort to help
huge amount but funds all the same] so reduce “hot” spots for wildlife on our
See page 26 for more
please let us help you. Please see page 24 roads.
information
.and also see the photo on the
for further information.
inside front cover.
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We hope you enjoy this issue. Our
Editor, Judy Elliott, puts a lot of work
into finding articles that may be of
interest to you. If there is some topic
you would like to see covered please let
us know. You can contact us by several
means; drop a note to your local
Councillor or to QWRC by mail [P O

Box 488, Archerfield 4108] or send an
email
to
us
at
either
secretary@qwrc.org.au
or
editor@qwrc.org.au. We look forward
to receiving your suggestions and
comments.
Till next time … cheers … Annie

Editorial..
Please accept my apologies for the
lateness of this issue due to the adverse
weather conditions and lack of sunshine
for our solar power.
I live just outside Bundaberg and have
seen the devastation there with streets of
derelict houses that the lowlife are now
looting! Two shopping centres remain
closed. It will take a long time for life
in this community to return to normal.
Very little is ever covered in the media
about the wildlife that are affected by
disasters such as flood or fire. The large
Flying fox colony in Bundaberg lost its
home when all the trees were destroyed
by the floodwater. Many other animals
would have perished.

your commitment to saving habitat for
wildlife (see pages 20/21). My husband
and I have already done this and it
would be wonderful to see their signs
popping up everywhere.
This is
particularly important now that the Qld
gover nment is o nly supporting
proposals for new Nature Refuges for
areas deemed to be of outstanding
conservation significance.
If you are looking for a dream job with
wildlife on the Sunshine Coast then turn
to page 8.
The revised Code of Practice is here:
www.ehp.qld.gov.au/wildlife/caringfor-wildlife/pdfs/cp-wl-rehab.pdf.
To save ink just print pages 2-29.
I hope you enjoy this information
packed issue. Deadline for articles/
photos for the next issue is 12 July
2013. Please compose text in 10pitch
Times New Roman with photos of at
least 2MB for printing purposes.
I look forward to hearing from you.

Please consider signing an agreement
with the Wildlife Land Trust to pledge

Judy Elliott

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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QWRC Training Workshops
THESE ARE ALL FREE TO PARTICPANTS
How long since you have been to a terms of support and information. We
had four new carers join our group and
training workshop?
attend the workshop so it was highly
For me it has been many years because it successful for us. Dr Fowler presented
is some time since I have done any hands the workshop at our level. By that I
on rehabilitation. During the many years mean when she used a huge word, she
of working hands on I tried to get to would break it down and explain it to
every workshop in the area. That makes us.
it sound as if I managed to get to heaps
but the reality is that in rural areas I cannot say enough how thankful we are
workshops do not happen all that often. to have had this opportunity, thanks to
Is that your experience too? During QWRC. It has reinvigorated us and
2012, QWRC with the help of a grant probably one of the main things I took
from Gambling Benefit Fund provided away from it, was not to second-guess the
six workshops in rural or remote areas. decision to euthanase. We have a lot of
With the help of the grant funds, we were birds vs. vehicles and we would ponder
able to resource great trainers and splinting/pinning etc. but as explained by
Dr Fowler if it’s in certain places it can't
provide the workshops free of charge.
be fixed. Dr Fowler is a wonderful,
The sessions kicked off with Dr Anne normal person to speak to and assisted
Fowler attending Charleville to present us with a wedgetail eagle examination
info on first aid and initial care on July (which was priceless) and later
14th and 15th. This workshop was euthanased it.”
organised with the assistance of Tracey
These comments were great incentive
Reynolds in Charleville. These were her
with the hope of more to come.
comments a few days after the workshop.
The next two workshops were close
“WOW!! I have just come back down to together and both had Dr Jim Pollock as
earth. We had twelve people attend the trainer. The August 25th and 26th
Saturday’s workshop and eleven attend workshop was held in Mackay with
on Sunday. We looked at marsupials on assistance from Jacqui Webb. Jacqui
Saturday and birds on Sunday. Loie and reported carers in Mackay were so
myself are the old girls, both in age and grateful we were able to take the training
carer experience, and we learnt so much to them. Whilst some had attended Fauna
useful information. Not to say we weren't Rescue Whitsundays training in the past,
already familiar with certain aspects but there had been no workshops or training
I guess you could say we have basically in their area for many years.
flown by the seat of our pants here in
Continued on page 7
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We had twenty nine attendees, an
excellent turnout for a rural town,
(several were QWRC members) with
twelve of them
signing up as QWRC
members on the day. Both Jim and
Eleanor covered an enormous amount of
information and species over the two
days, sharing their own experiences with
wildlife as examples of cases for carers.
The carers learnt a lot on the weekend
and were impressed that they also got
copies of notes of topics we had covered
and some freebies to assist in wildlife
care to take home with them plus the
added bonus of making contact with
other carers in their area. They stressed
that they would really love to have more
workshops to keep them up to date with
the latest info in wildlife rehabilitation
and to further their own skills and
knowledge.
A huge thank you too to Dr Jim and
Eleanor Pollock for coming down from
Townsville to do the training for us.
Mt Isa saw the next workshop held on
September 8th and 9th and organised by
Eleanor Pollock who reported fifteen
people attended on both days and
demonstrated a range from experienced
to new. “The highlight of the exercise
was allowing folk to learn about each
other in such a small community. The
networking opportunity for them was of
great
benefit.
Many of those in
attendance had not heard of QWRC till
then and were pretty chuffed that their
membership provided insurance they
could not otherwise hope to have.”
I was lucky enough to attend the next
two workshops.
Dr Howard Ralph
joined me at Brisbane as we flew to
Longreach. The Longreach workshop

Continued from page 6

was great. There were ten attendants plus
Howard and myself. Everyone was
grateful to QWRC for giving them the
opportunity to attend. I even had a call
from one attendant on the way home
yesterday thanking us for the weekend
and saying he had not been sure it would
be any good but would gladly travel the
hour and a half [or more if necessary]
each way again to attend! One positive
outcome was that where they had felt
very alone, particularly as the only vet in
town was not confident with wildlife,
they all agreed it was worth meeting with
him to see how they could work together
to all learn more about wildlife and
improve the welfare of the animals
coming into care.
A month later, I drove to Emerald to
meet Dr Anne Fowler and tell the folk in
attendance about QWRC. I had a great
weekend with lots of positive feedback
from the nine
people who attended.
They enjoyed the contact with likeminded people from their area and
although distance can cause problems,
they hope to stay in touch using social
media.
The final workshop for 2012 was
presented by Trish LeeHong in Roma on
December 8th and 9th where six people
attended. All left with a greater
understanding of wildlife rehab and a
desire to work together to support each
other and the wildlife.
QWRC is working to continue this
process of providing free workshops to
remote areas. In time, and if funding
permits, we hope to extend this to major
centres on the coast.
Jacqui Webb and Annie Saunders

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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Carer Profile
Meet Gill Brownhill from the
Sunshine Coast who is devoted
to caring for wildlife.

The centre boasts a higher than average
recovery rate and Gill’s personal
passion is for the animals that might
otherwise have been euthanased.
Many years ago she responded to an
advertisement seeking volunteers to
help wildlife. She discovered there was
a huge need for helpers and her first
patient was a rainbow lorikeet. The
centre has expanded over the years and
now rescues and treats more than 1600
animals every year.
There is a constant battle for funding
but Gill has vowed to maintain the
facility so that future generations can
experience our wonderful wildlife.

POSITION VACANT
Gill Brownhill runs the Wildlife
Rehabilitation Centre near Eumundi Gill is seeking a trainee manager for
that has cared for more than 20,000 her Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre at
birds, marsupials and reptiles.
Eumundi. Duties will include the
The centre was founded by Gill and her supervision of volunteers (currently a
equally devoted late husband, Col, in total of twenty two working two per
1997. More than $100,000 of their own shift). Hours are 6am to 1pm for five
days (negotiable) per week. The award
money has been used for this facility.
wages are for a 38 hour week but only
Gill has received numerous awards
over the years for her wildlife 35 hours are required.
involvement including the Pride of Dedication to all wildlife is required.
Australia Environment medal (see
photo) acknowledging her tireless For further information please
commitment to animals.
phone Gill on 07 5442 8057.
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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Hatching Kingfisher Eggs
Three kingfisher eggs were admitted to
the RSPCA Wildlife Hospital on the 6th
of December. They were found by a
spotter/catcher working in the Redbank
Plains area, on a piece of land that had
just been cleared. The nest, a termite
mound, had fallen. One egg was
smashed, the three remaining were
damaged.

The eggs were transported to the RSPCA
in the nest. On arrival, the eggs were
assessed for viability, not just in regards
to fertility, but also the severity of the
damage caused by the fall. Fertility can
be assessed using a method called
candling, however this too should only
be undertaken when absolutely
necessary, and only by an experienced
person.
While all three remaining eggs sustained
serious trauma, they were considered
worthy of a try as all embryos were still
reasonably active considering the trauma
they had suffered.
The eggs were repaired using nail polish,
carefully sealing the cracks, but being
sure not to cover any more surface area

than necessary to ensure that we did not
interfere with the gas exchange through
the shell. It is not recommended that any
repairs be undertaken without the
consultation of an experienced person. It
may lead to further complications.
The eggs were then set in an incubator,
where their temperature and humidity
were closely monitored. A few short
days later, the eggs entered an early
stage of their hatch known as drawdown.
This stage involves a massive increase in
the size and shape of the air cell. Next,
the chick pushes its beak through the
inner membrane of the egg and takes its
first breath. As the oxygen supply is
depleted, muscle contractions occur,
assisting the hatching process.
Unfortunately this is where our little
guys stopped.
Due to the trauma, transport, handling
and repairs undertaken during rescue, the
chicks were weak and disorientated. We
closely monitored the chicks’ activity for
over 12 hours, ensuring we did not
interfere too soon. After noting no
progress over such a long period, the
chick movements began to slow and it
was apparent that the odds were against
them. They needed help quickly. Again,
it is not advised to attempt an assisted
hatch without the supervision of a very
experienced person. It can easily result
in the death of the chick, and should not
be taken lightly. Assisted hatches are
very delicate and time consuming and
will not be discussed here.
Continued on page 11
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Continued from page 10

ADVERTISEMENT

After hours of work on each egg, we
finally welcomed three reasonably
healthy kingfisher hatchlings. A natural
hatch takes a massive toll on the tiny
chick's body, however in the long run it
proves a very important and beneficial
task resulting in a stronger, healthier
chick.

“ Joey Pouch “
Heat Pads

Plus new products for carers

available now...
*Thermostat Controller

(To control heat on Joey Pouch and
Small Deluxe heat pads)

and

*Car Lead Heat Controller
As these babies were compromised from
the start, extra care was taken every step
of the way, ensuring a hygienic
environment, adequate temperature and
humidity, optimum nutrition and more.
At the time of writing, they are 21 days
old and while there have been a few little
bumps along the way, they are thriving
and changing every day.
Unfortunately their habitat was cleared,
and so the hunt begins for a suitable
release site where they are able to live
and breed safely.
Madeline Rienecker
Wildlife Veterinary Nurse
RSPCA Queensland

(To vary heat when using
a Warm.A.Pet car lead)

and

*Sherpa Slip covers
(great for pinkies)

Wildlife Carers
(Permit number required)

Please call:03 9544 1471
Email: sales@warmapet.com.au
Web: www.warmapet.com.au
Like us on Facebook
(Members of the public check your local
pet store or internet re-seller and ask for

Warm.A.Pet heat pads for your pet)
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CONTACTING QWRC
POSTAL ADDRESS:
PO Box 488, ARCHERFIELD 4108
TELEPHONE:
Refer to local representative list
EMAIL:
secretary@qwrc.org.au
editor@qwrc.org.au

Your local representatives:
District 3 — Savannah/Townsville Marine
Janelle Bowron
Phone 4724 4725
District 4 — Mackay/Whitsundays
Jacqui Webb
Phone: 4947 3308
District 5 — Capricorn/Gladstone
Annie Saunders
Phone: 4975 6281
District 7 — Wide Bay Burnett/Great Sandy
Judy Elliott
Phone: 4156 5382

WEBSITE:
www.qwrc.org.au
Please address all correspondence
to the Secretary.

We receive a number of Return to Sender
RnRs after each mailing for which we are
charged for by AustPost.
Numerous
emails also bounce which would indicate
we are not being informed so we can
keep our mailing list up to date. Please
ensure you tell us when ever you change
your contact details.
Remember that DEHP are unable (due
to
privacy laws) to advise us of any
carer details. It is therefore vital that
YOU tell US of any changes. Groups
please note.

District 9 — Toowoomba
Trish Lee Hong
Phone: 4630 5208
District 10 — Sunshine Coast/Southern Marine
Glendell Appleford
Phone: 0413 453722
District 11— Southeast/Moreton Bay
Vicky Dawson
Phone: 3200 0592

RnR is printed by Classic Design and
Print, Bundaberg

MOVING HOUSE

or changing your email address
Remember to advise QWRC

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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MEMBERSHIP
BENEFITS


Membership of the State representative body.



A collective voice for rehabilitation.



Access to a network of carers across the State.



Financial membership offers cover under QWRC’s Public
Liability and Volunteer Workers Insurance policies.



Support with wildlife rehabilitation and welfare.



Access to QWRC endorsed training courses.



Access to professional advice, information and data.



Access to Best Practice Guidelines.



RnR newsletter twice a year (March and September).



QWRC Quotes member’s update (January and June).



Eligibility to nominate for a position as a QWRC District
representative.



Eligibility to vote at all QWRC elections.



Help to build a strong council to advocate on your behalf.

Would you like to contact
other carers in your area?
All members of QWRC have their name,
phone number and email details listed in
District order in the members area of the
QWRC website www.qwrc.org.au.
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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Membership Application Form

Post to:
The Secretary

(A new form is required each membership year)

PO Box 488

Surname.…………………………………………………………..

ARCHERFIELD QLD 4108
or scan and email to:

First Name ………………………..………….……………………

secretary@qwrc.org.au

Date of Birth …………………….………….
Residential Address…………….………….………………………………………………………….
………………………………….………….…………………………………………………………….
Postal address….……………….………….………………………………………………………….
………………………………………….………………………………………………………………..
Regional Council in which you reside ……………………………………………………………..
Telephone (H) .……………..………….……………... (Mob)……………………………….. ….
(W)……..…..………………………………
Email ……………………………………...………….…….………………………………………….
Group Name ………………………...………….…………………………………………………….
RnR - I would like to receive by

email

or

snailmail

(please circle)

I, the above named, understand and agree that my name and contact details will be stored on a member
data base by QWRC for its use and may be circulated to all other members of QWRC around the state.
I further understand that these details will not be sold for any purpose.

Signed……………………………….………….…

Dated………….…………………………..

Annual Membership AU$20 (calendar year)
I enclose cheque /money order for $......................... made payable to QWRC

OR
Direct Deposit to the QWRC bank account at Credit Union Australia

BSB No 814 282

Account No 30644404

Please use your surname as a reference number for this transaction
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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RSPCA Animal Care Campus at Wacol
associated with land clearing and
The wildlife hospital at the RSPCA
development activities, impacting
Animal Care Campus at Wacol has been
thousands if not millions of animals
open now for over twelve months. The
operation of the new hospital has greatly
each year
increased the welfare of wildlife in
South East Qld, allowing greater Statistics for 2012
capacity for the treatment of sick,
injured and orphaned wildlife leading to Wildlife statistics snapshot:
greater positive welfare outcomes.
Current Wildlife Heroes: 671
It offers;

Current wildlife rescue groups: 80

free veterinary wildlife carer Wildlife Hero Veterinarians: 51
consultations and medication.
Wildlife Rescue calls to 1300 ANIMAL

24 hour staffing of the wildlife (including EHP) = 92,870
hospital.
Sick, injured or orphaned wildlife

increased number of wildlife received at the RSPCA Wildlife
volunteer drivers who attempt to Hospital at Wacol:
reunite displaced babies with their
parents, as well as performing  8994 native animals
wildlife pick-ups and drop-offs to
2661 transferred to a registered wildlife
carers and vets.
carer for rehabilitation and release, or
The Wildlife Department are working released directly from the RSPCA.
Continued on page 17
towards;






ongoing assistance for wildlife
carers and groups affected by
unusual natural or man-made
occurrences such as heat stress
events, floods and clearing/
development

Annette Colling
Wildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation
coordinator
RSPCA Qld

working with EHP to have guidelines developed and administered by
government for issues such as
managing Wildlife spotter-catchers.
This is in the interests of addressing
the many wildlife welfare concerns
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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Call comparison Nov 2011/2012:
MONTH: November 2011

Incoming
Calls

Calls
Answered

Calls
Lost

DERM:

1725

1490

1300 Animal

7884
20554

5935
14385

Call Type

Total calls to
call centre

Average
wait time

Average
wait lost

232

2.26

3.10

1949
6087

3.14

4.20

MONTH: November 2012

Incoming
Calls

Calls
Answered

Calls
Lost

DERM:

739

615

1300 Animal

9781
23477

7104
17506

Call Type

Total calls to
call centre

Average
wait time

Average
wait lost

124

1.38

1.57

2681
5990

1.32

3.58

Who am I?
I have dead bodies in my freezer, but I am not a serial killer.
I know what to do in an emergency, but I am not a doctor.
I make “transfers’ in car parks late at night, but I am not a drug dealer.
I am passionate about freedom, but I am not an extremist.
I carry a pouch of syringes, but I am not an addict.
I protect the innocent, but I am not a police officer.
I know when to make hard decisions, but I am not immune.
I am just me and I AM a wildlife carer.
Belle McCarthy
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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Wildlife Vet - the Importance of Poo
There has been a commonly held belief
for some time that wildlife vets are
obsessed with poo…and it is sort of
correct… for a very good reason. Over
most of our body, we have a bacterial
population that exists naturally, our
“good” bacteria. Referred to as “normal
flora,” these bacteria colonise certain
areas of the body, carrying out important
functions and creating conditions
preventing the colonization of harmful
bacteria. They form another of our
natural defenses against infection.
With respect to native marsupials, gut
flora is very important. In all species,
“gut flora” refers to the naturally existing
populatio n of micro -organisms
colonizing various regions of the gastro
intestinal system from the mouth to the
cloaca or anus. These micro-organisms
carry out various functions from the
digestion of otherwise indigestible food
stuffs, releasing key nutrients; the release
and recycling of vitamins; to creating
conditions within the gut preventing the
colonization of harmful bacteria.
All of these bacterial populations exist in
a balance. Many rely on the bi-products
of others to grow…Many produce gases
that other bacteria utilize keeping levels
in check and many secrete certain
chemicals that others either use as a food
source or to keep other types of bacteria
in check….so too little of one type can
lead to too few or too many of another
which can lead to an imbalance and a
change in gut conditions potentially
causing malnutrition; bloat; infection and
even death. Many native species survive

on eating very poorly digestible diets,
some with toxins that need to be
deactivated. Without these specialized
bacteria in the GI tract, most native
species cannot adequately digest their
natural diet in the wild, will not be able
to produce certain vital vitamins and are
extremely vulnerable to infection with
harmful bacteria.
The development of healthy gut flora
starts at a very young age. Nearly all
species gain gut flora directly from their
mother or a combination of their mother
and other adults of their species.
Exposure is gained from feeding from
their mothers, contact with fur and faeces
and when they first start to graze or
explore eating solids, either leaning out
of the pouch or as back riders. Those
animals that have a caecum, gain their
initial gut flora population from
“papping”. Most of the caecal bacteria
do not survive the natural passage from
caecum to cloaca, so incidental exposure
with feeding etc will not be adequate to
seed a healthy population. “Papping” is
carried out at certain critical developmental stages. Babies seem to seek it out
and start stimulating the mother around
her cloaca. The mother then has quite
fast contractions of the caecum and lower
GI tract speeding up the transit time of
faeces from caecum to cloaca allowing
bacteria to survive. The babies usually
ingest this pap for variable lengths of
time until their caecum is adequately
seeded with a healthy starting population
of the correct bacteria. This then enables
them to start digesting their natural food
sources.
Continued on page 19
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Many orphaned marsupials come into
care prior to gaining gut flora or during
the process. Stress, diet change, pain and
antibiotics will also damage or
unbalance gut flora compounding the
situation. All of these factors and their
more limited exposure to antibodies
from their mother’s milk make yeast
infections, digestion problems and
serious life life-threatening infections far
more common in young orphaned
animals with improperly established gut
flora.

Continued from page 18

 any reduction in growth rate or body
condition or fur quality.
Because of this, all orphaned native
animals with a caecum need to be
papped. Papping refers to the feeding of
“pap” or caecal contents. Most wildlife
hospitals will have a supply of pap taken
from the caeca of healthy deceased
individuals available for carers.
Similarly, many other native orphans
will require refaunation or poo
smoothies during some time in care.
Usually this is achieved by taking
recently passed faeces from healthy
adults of the same or similar species and
crushing them up over a sieve and using
this mixture to make up feeds. The aim
is to re-establish a representative
population of “normal gut flora” bacteria
in the gut to improve digestion and help
reduce the risk of infection with harmful
bacteria.

This is where our poo obsession comes
in….a Gram stain of faeces can give a
vet an idea of how the gut flora is
established in an animal. We can see if
there are any harmful bacteria or too
many or too few of certain bacterial
types. Budding yeasts are often a first
warning sign of gut flora that
is
imbalanced as normal gut conditions
prevent the colonization of yeast.
Catching and preventing the very early
The most important times to get faecals signs of gut flora imbalance is an
checked in young animals are:
extremely important factor in the quest
 when they first come into care and to gain good growth rates and prevent
around weaning time – just the stress infection in our orphaned marsupials.
associated with orphaning and the Faecal checks at the above critical times
change in diet can cause problems can help detect if gut flora imbalance is
occurring or if infection with either
with gut flora.
harmful bacteria or parasites has
 whenever antibiotics have been occurred needing treatment. This can
required.
help us decide the best course of
 whenever there has been a change in treatment with confidence as antibiotics
diet – either milk formula or grazing are not always the answer. Sometimes
quality changes rapidly such as poo really is the best medicine…really!
recently with a fast growth of lush
Dr. Tania Bishop BVSc(hons)
grass (grazing Macropods mainly).
MANZVSc(Avian Health)
 any change in faecal consistency or
Senior Wildlife Veterinarian
frequency – gas production, bloat etc.
RSPCA Queensland
 any change in temperament – teeth
grinding, becoming quieter or less
settled.
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The Wildlife Land Trust:
a vital piece in Australia’s wildlife rehabilitation puzzle
Wildlife carers are notoriously compassionate people, and the importance of their
efforts in a world where the wellbeing of our native animals is seemingly far from a
high priority cannot be understated. On call at all hours and suffering through
sleepless nights, few would jump at the chance to embark on such an endeavour.
Yet despite it all, you’ll be hard pressed to find a wildlife rehabilitator complaining.
Frustration at a lack of support is often evident, but there’s a great selflessness
required to do this kind of work, and everyday problems quickly fade away in
comparison to the needs of the animals whose futures have become entwined with
theirs.
In the face of the efforts of dedicated carers is the unnerving trend that even more
needs to be done. With increasingly frequent natural disasters the flow of
Australian wildlife requiring help continues to rise. As people continue to multiply
and spread further afield, it’s a dire situation should the status quo prevail. Further
mounting pressures such as political attitudes towards bats and flying-foxes make
this an increasingly difficult time for our wildlife. And should the hunting in
National Parks about to be launched in NSW, or “scientific trials” of grazing that
occurred in Victoria make their way north of the border, not even the public land
supposedly dedicated to conservation will be safe.
We’re at the point where conservation efforts on privately owned land are
absolutely vital to the survival of native wildlife species. The more private land
dedicated to habitat and wildlife protection, the more chance there is of ensuring the
efforts of wildlife carers are not in vain, and this is where the Wildlife Land Trust
steps in. As wildlife carers it’s highly likely that the safety of wildlife on your
property is a given, and becoming a member of the WLT is the logical next step for
a more unified voice and increased support network.
The Wildlife Land Trust assists land owners who want to declare their property a
wildlife-friendly zone, and with more than 30% of the 190 current member refuges
involved in native wildlife care, the WLT is clearly a great fit for wildlife carers.
There are no registration or membership fees, or any associated costs at all, and
Wildlife Land Trust membership doesn’t affect the legal standing of your
property, making it a risk free way of elevating your contribution to wildlife
conservation. We offer support through many avenues such as facilitating
communication between WLT members and our staff, free signs for your property,
advice if your land comes under any threat of development, and an increasingly
powerful lobbying voice for wildlife issues. If you’re protecting wildlife habitat on
your land, we’d love to welcome you on board.
Evan Quartermain
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CODE OF PRACTICE
After an extensive consultation process involving carers and key stakeholders, the
new Code of Practice – Care of Sick, Injured or Orphaned Protected Animals in
Queensland has now been finalised and provides a contemporary and clear, best
practice approach to wildlife rehabilitation.
An analysis of the comments received during consultation identified four main
issues that needed to be addressed. These were:








Euthanasia: Some rehabilitators expressed concern regarding the standards
and requirements for euthanasia as a humane management tool. Environment
and Heritage Protection (EHP) staff consulted internal and external
specialists to ensure that the new code included contemporary, best practice
procedures for euthanasia, and met with stakeholders like the Frog Decline
Reversal Project to discuss specific requirements (e.g. minimising the risk of
disease transfer in amphibians).
Access to suitable veterinarians: Few vets offer their services free of
charge for wildlife rehabilitators. This can impose a financial burden on
carers. Many vets also decline to treat certain species (such as snakes and
flying-foxes). As part of the EHP–RSPCA Qld partnership for wildlife care,
RSPCA Qld is raising these issues with the Australian Veterinary
Association with the aim of improving access to veterinary care for
rehabilitators.
Rehabilitator training: A need for training workshops and communication
within the rehabilitation community was identified. RSPCA Qld has taken
on an active role in wildlife rehabilitator guidance and support as part of the
EHP–RSPCA Qld partnership agreement.
Minimum standards for enclosure sizes: Some rehabilitators currently
have enclosures that will not meet the new minimum standards. To allow
rehabilitators sufficient time to comply with the new standards, the new
enclosure size standards will be phased in over a 24-month transition period.

Some of the other key issues raised by stakeholders were:
QWRC expressed concern regarding some of the enclosure sizes proposed for
wildlife in care. An EHP officer attended the QWRC meeting of 28 November 2011
to discuss this issue with committee members and to clarify that the specified
enclosure sizes are minimum standards only, and can be exceeded when it is
possible and reasonable to do so. QWRC has subsequently accepted the minimum
Continued on page 23
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Continued from page 22

standards under the proviso that the new code (section 19) clearly states ‘For the
purpose of achieving best practice for protected animals in care, rehabilitators should
seek to exceed the dimensions whenever possible for better animal welfare and
management’. Section 12.2.4.3 of the code requires that an animal be euthanased
when it has lost its ability to reproduce due to injury, disease or surgical procedure.
RSPCA Qld requested that this clause be conditioned to allow for the release of nonreproductive koalas. Following advice from the Koala Policy and Operations Unit of
EHP, this clause has been retained but with an exemption from the requirement to
euthanase a non-reproductive animal being possible, on a case-by-case basis, where
permission has been obtained from EHP. RSPCA Qld has accepted this approach.
The new code is available on the EHP website www.ehp.qld.gov.au.
Debra Hotchkis
Senior Ranger – Wildlife Partnerships
Wildlife Strategy
Nature Conservation Services
Department of Environment and Heritage Protection

Your Spotter Catcher Experiences
There are increasing pressures on the
environment in Queensland with more
and more land being cleared for housing
developments, mining and industry.

The services of Spotter Catchers are
becoming more frequent and, inevitably,
the wildlife that are rescued by these
people are being given to licensed
wildlife carers sometimes in quite large
numbers. This is having a significant
affect on carers in some locations and is
likely to become more widespread in the
future.
QWRC is undertaking a survey of
people’s experiences with Spotter
Catcher activities. If you would like

to share your experiences either
good or bad. Please email us at:
Licensed Spotter Catchers are usually
secretary@qwrc.org.au
required to be on site during land clearing
operations. They are there to rescue any All information to be confidential.
wildlife that are orphaned, sick, injured
J Elliott
or displaced due to the tree clearing.
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QWRC Disaster Appeal for Wildlife
I hope all our fellow carers and their animals are safe from these latest floods. Our
thoughts are with all who have been affected by the latest wrath of Mother Nature.
I would like to remind you again that Qld Wildlife Rehabilitation Council
(QWRC) has a Disaster Appeal for Wildlife, which was set up to assist carers
affected by any natural disaster. This will of course include help to carers affected
by the recent floods. We may also be able to assist with things such as emergency
food supplies, temporary care for wildlife, etc.
If you do need assistance yourself or can offer assistance to other carers please
contact us via secretary@qwrc.org.au or your local representative via our website
http://www.qwrc.org.au/
The application form for claiming for assistance is available via our website at
http://www.qwrc.org.au/DisasterResponseform.pdf
If you would like to donate to QWRC's Disaster Trust account :
BSB 814-282
Acc no 30932248 or you can post monetary donations directly to
The Secretary, PO Box 488, Archerfield 4108.
We ask that people please use their surname as a reference. We will ensure all
funds are distributed where they are most needed.
Jacqui Webb
Mackay/Whitsunday Representative

RSPCA/QLD HEALTH - Bat vaccinations
RSPCA Qld and Qld Health have entered into an agreement regarding bats. Qld
Health will be offering wildlife carers free rabies vaccinations in order to have
more efficient collection of C3 bats and sick/injured/orphaned bats. This offer will
be initially in those areas where bat rescuers/carers are sparse or non-existent. The
free vaccinations will only be available to those carers who are signed up as
RSPCA Wildlife Heroes. Further information: email acolling@rspcaqld.org.au.
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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ADVERTISEMENT

Anne-Marie’s Wildlife Supplies
Call or e-mail for price list
5484 7354 anmacropod@bigpond.com











Wallaby, Kangaroo, Flying Fox, Wombat, Possum,
and Glider teats, soft and
long lasting .80 cents each
Stainless Steel teat moulds
from $10

Syringe teats many sizes
.40 cents each
Flying Fox syringe teats
.80 cents each
We can make a teat mould
from your favourite teat




Herbal remedies for Thrush and E-Coli
Vitamin E, Selenium and other nutritional supplements
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QWRC WILDLIFE CARCASE TAGS
Media release:
The Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council Inc (QWRC) is the peak
representative organisation for the wildlife rehabilitation industry in Queensland and
provides a collective voice for its members. QWRC’s focus is on ensuring excellent
welfare for native animals during and post rehabilitation to achieve, complement
and advance conservation benefits and outcomes.
Mrs Annie Saunders, Chair of QWRC said “Most rehabilitators judge their road
trips by the number of circles they have to do in order to check road kill for possible
signs of life and remove/pull carcasses well off the road to reduce injury or possible
death of carrion feeders. The carcase is also checked to ensure a possibly viable
joey, in the carcase pouch, is not left to a slow death from injuries or starvation. It is
important pink furless joeys must never be pulled off a teat as this will cause
ultimate death”.
Following the suggestion of a wildlife rehabilitator QWRC has produced pink
carcase tags in an effort to reduce the number times rehabbers/motorists stop to
check carcases on road sides around the State.
The tag, shown below, is designed to fit around a leg, front or hind, or a tail and to
stick up in the air. Its bright colour allows it to be easily seen. Being made of paper
it will breakdown along with the carcase and not be detrimental to the environment.

The aim is that these tags will be easily visible from a passing car signifying that a
carcase has already been checked thus allowing more rehabbers to drive in straighter
lines!
These tags have received the support and approval of the Department of
Environment and Heritage Protection (EHP), the Department of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF), the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals (RSPCA) and the Royal Automobile Club of Queensland (RACQ).
We feel certain that this system will evolve and improve over time as we receive
feedback from users about any suggested improvements.

SEE INSIDE FRONT COVER FOR PHOTO OF TAG IN USE
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Long-nosed bandicoot & Tiger quoll - both courtesy of Steve Parish, Nature Connect Pty Ltd
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