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In this issue:
 Wildlife Vet - Botulism
 Myrtle rust in Queensland
 Hints and Tips
 Carer Profile - Linden Baker

 A Blue of a Tale - teats
 Grow Your Own ….crickets
 Long Grass Systems Records

RnR is produced by The Queensland
Wildlife Rehabilitation Council twice a
year. It is distributed free to all
financial members of QWRC throughout
Queensland. To ensure you continue to
receive a copy, either by post or email,
please ensure you maintain your correct
contact details with QWRC to either
secretary@qwrc.org.au. or PO Box 488
Archerfield Qld 4108.

RnR is printed on
recycled paper
(except the cover)

 Sea World Turtle Release
 RSPCA - Wacol Animal Campus

Illustrations
by
Louise Saunders

Opinions expressed in RnR are not necessarily
those of the Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation
Council.

Copyright — Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council

Help save a tree or two
Choose to have your RnR delivered
electronically.
Email: secretary@qwrc.org.au.
QWRC’s Best Practice Guidelines for wildlife rehabilitators are available in the
member‘s section of our website www.qwrc.org.au. Please let us know if you can
suggest further titles to add to this list:
Euthanasia of Native Wildlife in Queensland
Wildlife Autopsy by Rehabilitators in Queensland
Hygiene Practices
What happens to animals that can't be released?
Understanding your duty of care
Release of wildlife
Zoonosis
Care of Flying fox orphans outside their geographical range
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From the Chair..

Once again, we have begun our year with
rain! As I write this, some areas of our
State are again experiencing floods or the
aftermath of flood. It is so hard to
comprehend floods when I live where this
is not a problem. Our dams are again
overflowing and at times this can put a
small amount of water over our road but I
am, thankfully, not likely to experience a
flood at my home.

to attend training that is normally only
available to those living in larger centres
or the coastal fringe.

Transport and Main Roads Department
have continued their support to QWRC
with further provision of safety vests.
Have you received your free vest? The
paperwork you need to complete is
available in the members section of our
website. If you do not have internet
QWRC contacted members in the flood- access then please contact your local
affected areas and is happy to report QWRC district representative for
minimal damage to humans but of course assistance.
the damage to nature is hard to assess.
Please help us to gather information to
IFAW has again been very quick to offer
better fight for your needs by regularly
assistance to anyone in need of help and
completing the survey form on our web
QWRC‘s disaster fund remains open to
site.
receive donations as required. We will
accept applications for financial Please encourage all rehabber you meet
assistance where necessary.
to become members of QWRC as
together we can make a difference and
This is the first RnR issue sent just to
have our voices heard.
QWRC members.
After much
discussion, QWRC has agreed to send an
Till next time
Annie
electronic copy of each RnR issue to any
group for whom we hold a valid email
address.
Perseverance pays off!
QWRC has
obtained funds to provide training
sessions in outlying areas.
These
sessions, held during 2012, will provide
rehabbers in remote areas an opportunity
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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Editorial..

I am looking forward to some cooler
weather in the next few weeks. The
rain pattern in my part of the world
(north of Bundaberg) seems to be
returning to how it was when I first
arrived in Australia in 1988. Nice
sunny days are followed by late
afternoon showers and storms. This
coincides with the time that myself and
other carers are outside doing their daily
animal chores of feeding and harvesting
foliage and flowers so we all get
drenched.
There is a Marine turtle theme in this
RnR. I didn‘t know how Green turtles
got their name. If you don‘t know just
have a look at the poster on the inside
front cover.
A Blue of a Tale is the story of how the
blue silicon teats evolved in Glen
Burston‘s shed in WA. It is definitely
worth trying these teats. I really like
them, think they are safer, last for ages
and so I no longer use the latex ones.
I am looking forward to having a go at
breeding my own crickets using the
instructions on page 22/23.

between the great workshops available.
Check out their website for the latest
information and to register.
The revised COP for rehabilitators has
not been released yet but hopefully it will
be on the DERM website soon. QWRC
will advise members when it becomes
available. Please ensure that you read the
revised cage sizes.
Are you looking for a part-time
interesting and rewarding voluntary
position? Refer to page 17 for details of
QWRC‘s Membership Officer.
Please tell us what you think about this
issue. Also what you would like to read
about, give us your stories, your
photos, your ideas. Deadline for the
next issue is 13 July 2012.
Write to:
The Editor, PO Box 488,
ARCHERFIELD QLD 4108
Email: editor@qwrc.org.au
I look forward to hearing from you.
Judy Elliott

See page 20 for some details of the
AWRC being held in July. It will be
difficult for attendees to choose
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed

RnR Page 6

Marine Turtle Rescues
Moreton Bay Region turtle care/rescue groups:
Australia

Zoo Wildlife Hospital
(1300 369 652).
Seaworld (5588 2222).
Underwater World (5458 6233).
Coolum Coastcare group at the
Sunshine Coast (they have a
range of phone numbers on
their website)
Kathy Townsend, Moreton Bay
Research Centre on North
Stradbroke Island (3409 9058).
Pelican and Seabird Rescue
may be useful (0404 118 301).
QPWS Duty ranger 0427 753
683. It may be possible to
receive training re turtle rescue,
care and transport..

Yvonne Thompson
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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Long Grass Systems Animal Records
Quite a number of people have been
using the Long Grass animal records
system about which I gave presentations
at the NWRC in Darwin and Perth a few
years ago.

Because of the hundreds of hours of
work that I have put into the rewrite, I
now charge $50 for the new version. For
this price you will receive regular
updates and bug fixes and the PC version
will remain pretty much in synch with
Several groups have the web based the web version.
version installed and an unknown
number have downloaded the PC version. The new versions now allow records to
The web version is made available free be transferred back and forth between the
of charge to wildlife groups and the web and the PC version and also allow
original PC version was free to records to be emailed to other users of
the PC version. This is very useful when
download.
you pass an animal on to someone else as
The original PC version was a bit slow they instantly have all the records of the
and clunky and never kept up with all the animal.
new developments in the web version. I
had been planning to rewrite it for a few When DERM finalise their annual
reporting requirements, new reports will
years and at last it has been done.
be added to WildMan to allow you to
The new versions of both the PC system generate your returns automatically.
and the web system have been renamed
For anybody whose group is using the
to WildMan (Wildlife Management
web version, if the title at the top of the
System). The new PC version is now
screen still says ―Online Animal Records
available for download from here
System‖ rather than ―WildMan‖ please
http://www.longgrasssystems.com.au/
have your goup records co-ordinator
animalrecords.html.
contact me regarding upgrading to the
new version.

The web version remains free of charge to wildlife groups.
Peter Richards - Long Grass Nature Refuge

p.d.richards@optusnet.com.au
Ed: It sounds like a good idea for all
carer groups to take advantage of this
free offer.
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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SEA WORLD RELEASES
TURTLES

Trevor Long releasing a Green turtle
Sea World recently released four Green
turtles which have been undergoing
rehabilitation in the park‘s Turtle
Hospital. Upon arrival at Sea World, all
four
turtles were underweight and
floating at the surface of the water.
Following a long recovery at Sea World
which involved expert veterinary care,
the turtles have returned to excellent
health. The turtles were tagged prior to
their release back into Moreton Bay
where they will hopefully continue a
normal life.

All four turtles were between 40-60cm
curved carapace length and are therefore
considered as juveniles. They will spend
the next phase of their lives living in
Moreton Bay feeding on the sea grasses
and macroalgae and once mature, they
will migrate vast distances north to the
Bundaberg coast to breed.
Moreton Bay is home to several species
of marine turtles and around 55% of
Queensland‘s stranded turtles occur in
this area.

The longest of these turtles has been at Renee Soutar
Sea World since 23 July 2011 and they Publicity Manager
all came from areas around Moreton
Sea World
Bay including Raby Bay Marina and
Main Beach on North Stradbroke Island.
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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A Blue of a Tale

It is now over eighteen months since
having the idea of a silicone teat. ―How
did it start?‖ people ask? I would like to
say it was like something along the lines
of Frankenstein – a mad scientist‘s lab,
bolts of lightning and gizmos whirring
but alas it was all conceived in the Man
Shed. I had not told my wife and then
one night the mix was just right and I am
sure a bolt of lightning was in there
somewhere.
Happy with what I had created I walked
into the homestead with a grin as wide as
the door and said to the missus ―waddya
reckon‖? All I got in return was ―it‘s
BLUE and what is it made of because it
feels really soft‖?
The little Western Grey she was caring
for, was having such a bad time with the
latex teat so I asked ―just try it‖. The
little blighter took to it like jumping into
a pouch…straight away I heard ―are
there any more?‖ so Burston Blues were
born. We found that the silicone was a
lot smoother, had a more natural feel and
survived anything we could throw at it. boiling for two hours, microwaving for
an hour in water, sticking a hot needle
into it (the silicone is good to over
300C). It does not deteriorate like latex
and can be stored at room temperature.
We trialled them to carers and asked for
feedback. We waited and we waited.
Nothing. ―What‘s going on?‖ I asked.
They had just not worn out, so they had
not bothered to tell me! We often get
asked ―why are they blue‖? but the
animals don‘t have any problems with
blue it is just a human thing.

There are eighteen teats and, with
different coatings, produce over twenty
three variations. These range from
Kangaroos, Koalas, Bats, Flying foxes,
Possums, Bandicoots etc .
Proceeds go to our refuge to assist with
food, materials and medical costs. We
recently moved and started building
enclosures and infrastructure on the one
hundred and sixty acre property forty
kms out of Manjimup in the South West
of WA, a four hour drive from Perth.
See what is happening at
http:/
maroowildliferefuge.blogspot.com/ .
We may be the only refuge off the grid
but so far everything works. The old
Retro 60‘s flipside toaster even works in
the mornings- happy wife, happy life.
Thank you to all the carers and centres
for feedback and for supporting Burston
Blues and Maroo Wildlife Refuge. I
always get a warm feeling when someone sends us a photo of their babies in
care. I am so pleased to have brought
something new to wildlife carers.

Glen
Burston
with baby
Red-tailed
black
cockatoo

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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Myrtle rust in Queensland
Myrtle rust is established and widespread in South East Queensland. The disease is
continuing to spread steadily north with infections recently confirmed in the
Rockhampton and Gladstone regions. These are the most northerly detections of
myrtle rust outside a nursery situation and an indication that the disease is now
becoming established and widespread in Central Queensland.
Myrtle rust on eucalypts
Since myrtle rust was first detected in Queensland in late 2010, eight species of
eucalypts have been confirmed as natural hosts of myrtle rust. These include:
Eucalyptus sp. (red gum)
Eucalyptus carnea (broad-leaved white mahogany)
Eucalyptus cloeziana (Gympie messmate)
Eucalyptus curtisii (Plunkett mallee)
Eucalyptus grandis (flooded gum, rose gum)
Eucalyptus planchoniana (bastard tallow wood)
Eucalyptus tereticornis (blue gum, forest red gum)
Eucalyptus tindaliae (Tindale's Stringybark)
Forest red gum (Eucalyptus tereticornis) extends over much of eastern Australia and
is an important food and habitat tree for koalas. To date, only moderate natural
infections of myrtle rust have been identified on young forest red gum saplings in
Northern New South Wales and at one site in South East Queensland. Based on
current observational assessments, forest red gum is rated as relatively tolerant to
myrtle rust in Queensland. However, these ratings may change over time as the
disease extends its range and inoculum levels build in areas where the disease has
established.
Infected plant material should not be used as fodder for animals as any movement
could spread the disease. Report sightings of myrtle rust to Biosecurity Queensland
on 13 25 23 or by visiting www.biosecurity.qld.gov.au
The Department of Environment and Resource Management is exploring options for
developing modelling that will provide information on the potential impacts the
disease may have on koala habitat and their known food trees. Further investigations
into host species range and resistance within susceptible species is also likely to play
a vital role in the long term management of the disease and will help inform the
development and implementation of koala habitat restoration and revegetation in
South East Queensland.
Visit www.biosecurity.qld.gov.au for the latest information on myrtle rust in Qld.
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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Hints and Tips
(for carers - from carers)
Water Bowl for Pouched Joeys
I always had trouble working out how to
have water near my joeys when they are
at the stage of putting their head out but
not getting out of their pouch.
I found a polystyrene stubby holder and
taped it to the container of dirt/grass/bark/
leaves.
This holds a small plastic
container of water which, as you can see
from the photo, is ideal.
Denise McLean

Measuring Formula in Bottles
An easy way to measure the correct
volume of formula in individual
glass bottles is to just mark a paddle
pop stick and hold against the outside of the bottle. Just use water for
the initial measurement and marking
of the stick. Adjust the marking to
suit right or left hand pouring. A
small funnel makes it easier.
Too easy. Editor
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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ABN: 95 930 787 149

Our name is finally on the door and here’s heaps of stock in store.
Products for wildlife, reptiles, birds and more shipped straight to your door.
Don’t miss your copy of new magazine
Australian Wildlife Secrets.
The very first issue is available through
Australian Wildlife Supplies. RRP $9.95.
Please support this fantastic initiative
focusing on our native wildlife.

The first new customer to mention this ad
receives a free copy.
Now in stock!!
Basik Syringes
1ml, 2.5ml, 5ml, 10ml and 20ml.
Also great specials in store on:
Vet Carry Cages
Small Bird Cages with Trolley
Reference Books
5kg Digital Scales
And much more!

PO Box 1097, Archerfield, Qld 4108
Ph/Fax: 0754 268 088

Mobile: 0417 749 501

Email: info@wildlifesupplies.com.au
Web: www.wildlifesupplies.com.au
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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CONTACTING QWRC

Your local representatives:

POSTAL ADDRESS:
PO Box 488, ARCHERFIELD 4108
TELEPHONE:
Refer to local representative list
EMAIL:
secretary@qwrc.org.au
editor@qwrc.org.au

District 3 — Savannah/Townsville Marine
Eleanor Pollock
Phone: 4779 7708
District 4 — Mackay/Whitsundays
Jacqui Webb
Phone: 4947 3308
District 5 — Capricorn/Gladstone
Annie Saunders
Phone: 4975 6281

WEBSITE:
www.qwrc.org.au

District 7 — Wide Bay Burnett/Great Sandy
Judy Elliott
Phone: 4156 5382

Please address all correspondence
to the Secretary.

We receive a number of Return to Sender
RnRs after each mailing.
Numerous
emails also bounce which would indicate
that our mailing list is not being kept up to
date. Please ensure you tell us when
ever you change your contact details.

District 9 — Toowoomba
Trish Lee Hong
Phone: 4630 5208
District 10 — Sunshine Coast/Southern Marine
Glendell Appleford
Phone: 0413 453722
District 11— Southeast/Moreton Bay
Vicky Dawson
Phone: 3200 0592

Remember that DERM are unable (due
to
privacy laws) to advise us of any
carer details. It is therefore vital that
YOU tell US of any changes. Groups
please note.

MOVING HOUSE

or changing your email address
Remember to advise QWRC

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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LOOK AT ALL YOU GET
FOR JUST

38C A WEEK!


Membership of the State representative body.



A collective voice for rehabilitation.



Access to a network of carers across the State.



Financial membership offers cover under QWRC’s Public
Liability and Volunteer Workers Insurance policies.



Support with wildlife rehabilitation and welfare.



Access to QWRC endorsed training courses.



Access to professional advice, information and data.



Access to Best Practice Guidelines.



RnR newsletter twice a year (March and September).



QWRC Quotes member’s update (January and June).



Eligibility to nominate for a position as a QWRC District
representative.



Eligibility to vote at all QWRC elections.



Help to build a strong council to advocate on your behalf.

Would you like to contact
other carers in your area?
All members of QWRC have their name,
phone number and email details listed in
District order in the members area of the
QWRC website www.qwrc.org.au.
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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Post to:

Membership Application Form

The Secretary

(A new form is required each membership year)

PO Box 488

Surname.…………………………………………………………..

ARCHERFIELD QLD 4108
or scan and email to:

First Name ………………………..………….……………………

secretary@qwrc.org.au

Date of Birth …………………….………….
Residential Address…………….………….………………………………………………………….
………………………………….………….…………………………………………………………….
Postal address….……………….………….………………………………………………………….
………………………………………….………………………………………………………………..
Regional Council in which you reside ……………………………………………………………..
Telephone (H) .……………..………….……………... (Mob)……………………………….. ….
(W)……..…..………………………………
Email ……………………………………...………….…….………………………………………….
Group Name ………………………...………….…………………………………………………….
RnR - I would like to receive by

email

or

snailmail

(please circle)

I, the above named, understand and agree that my name and contact details will be stored on a member
data base by QWRC for its use and may be circulated to all other members of QWRC around the state.
I further understand that these details will not be sold for any purpose.

Signed……………………………….………….…

Dated………….…………………………..

Annual Membership AU$20 (calendar year)
I enclose cheque /money order for $......................... made payable to QWRC

OR
Direct Deposit to the QWRC bank account at Credit Union Australia

BSB No 814 282

Account No 30644404

Please use your surname as a reference number for this transaction
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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WHY NOT JOIN US?
If you wish to become a member of QWRC, contact your local
QWRC representative, make further enquiries about QWRC or raise
further issues relating to wildlife rehabilitation, please contact:
The Secretary
PO Box 488
ARCHERFIELD QLD 4108
or email secretary@qwrc.org.au.
QWRC has negotiated with the Department of Main Roads
for safety vests to be supplied to all our members.
BONUS....BONUS….BONUS - WHILE STOCKS LAST
All new and renewal memberships can claim a safety vest .
One vest per member.
See the member section of the
QWRC website to obtain the necessary paperwork. Please
enclose postage of $5.50 for one vest or $10 for 2-5 vests.

PUBLIC LIABILITY
INSURANCE
NOW $20M

THERE HAS NEVER BEEN
A BETTER TIME TO JOIN

QWRC

RnR - Delivery Option
If you are a QWRC member and have received this RnR via an email
link but would prefer to get a hard copy in the mail to read at your
leisure? Just advise us at secretary@qwrc.org.au. Vice versa also
applies.
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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WANTED – Volunteer Membership Officer
QWRC has expanded its membership base so much recently that we are looking
for a volunteer membership officer working from home.
Requirements include:1) Computer with Microsoft Windows and Excel software.
2) Ability to communicate regularly by email with QWRC councillors and
members when required.
3) Access to scanner and/or fax facilities would be beneficial.
Tasks would include:a) Receipt of membership forms from our treasurer.
b) Check and record details on existing membership database (Excel).
c) Investigate any queries such as missing information.
d) Collate and mail out new membership package which includes
laminated membership cards.
All stationery/envelopes etc would be supplied and arrangements made for the
QWRC Australia Post account to be accessed from your local post office.
Contact us at secretary@qwrc.org.au if you think you may be interested.

Education - Research - Information
www.wildliferescuemagazine.com.au
www.beforeitsgone.com.au
www.arachne.org.au
www.sillisox.com.au
www.ruthwaterhouse.com
www.backyardbuddies.net.au
www.cornetts.com.au/community.php

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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Carer Profile
Meet Linden Baker who is a
committee member for Fauna
Rescue Whitsundays and a
member of QWRC.

thirty years ago, meeting Jim her
partner shortly after. She has been an
animal lover since a very young age,
having rabbits, budgies, lambs and,
much to her mother‘s disgust,
redback and huntsman spiders as pets.
She moved to the bush when she was
eleven and her love changed to native
animals. Many a magpie, bandicoot
or blue tongued lizard recuperated
under her care.

Linden is the person you want on
your team when you are trying to run
a not-for-profit organisation. Linden
not only works fulltime, but is also a
carer, mainly of reptiles and birds.
She has also been known to have
turtles, echidnas, quolls and bats in
care, (yes she is one of our vaccinated
bat carers too).

Snakes were another matter, they
were all venomous and unfortunately
―the only good snake is a dead snake‖
was how she was brought up. How
times have changed! I watched her
and another member dealing with
canker on a large python (her partner
was standing back with me!). This
snake was in care for quite a while,
whilst it was treated and then successfully released.

Linden is one of the members the rest
of us look to for support when we
have a problem. The members of
Fauna Rescue Whitsundays stand in
awe, so would the hundreds of
Linden is an experienced rescuer of animals you have cared for Linden if
all species, assists with fundraising, they understood how lucky they
working bees, maintains our food
were!
supplies, raises food supplies
(mealworms, woodies, crickets etc) Col Forster/Jacqui Webb/Linden Baker
and still finds time for her family.
Linden moved to the Whitsundays
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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The theme of this conference is “Continous Improvement”
Please explore the website

www.awrc.org.au (click on ‗next conference‘) to

sign up for email bulletins, to register or obtain further information.
Just a reminder about those dates in July 2012:
MONDAY 16 July

6.00pm to 8.00pm ‖Laying of the Dust‖ optional cocktail function .

TUESDAY 17 July

Registration desk open at 7.30am.
Conference commences 8.45am sharp, presentations.

WEDNESDAY 18 July Morning of presentations and afternoon workshops.
THURSDAY 19 July

Full-day of presentations finishing at 4.00pm.

FRIDAY 20th July

Presentations finishing mid afternoon.

Conference dinner at 6.30pm for 7.00pm

There is a wonderful choice of excursions and workshops:
TYTO Wetlands at Ingham - afternoon excursion $25
Australian Institute of Marine Science $25
Parasitology Workshop, James Cook University of Veterinary Science $30
Reef and Turtle Hospital $40
Macropod workshop $35
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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Anne-Marie’s Wildlife Supplies
Call or e-mail for price list
5484 7354 anmacropod@bigpond.com



Wallaby, Kangaroo, Flying Fox, Wombat, Possum, and Glider teats
soft and long lasting .80 cents each









Syringe teats many sizes .40 cents each
Flying Fox syringe teats .80 cents each
Stainless Steel teat moulds from $10
We can make a teat mould from your favourite teat
Herbal remedies for Thrush and E-Coli
Vitamin E, Selenium and other nutritional supplements
Wide range of supplements available

Know Thy Acronym
TAFE - Training and Further Education
AIMS - Australian Institute of Marine Science
AWRC - Australian Wildlife Rehabilitation
Conference
MSIT -

Master of Science in Information
Technology

COP -

Code of Practice

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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Grow your own …… Crickets
Many carers use crickets as food for their critters:
of water with a sponge/cottonwool to
prevent drowning.

Build a Breeding Box








Use a plastic container with a secure
lid. High sided plastic storage boxes Feed your crickets
(53L) are ideal.

Use fruit, potato slices, and other
Cut a large hole in the lid for
vegetable matter to supplement their
ventilation and cover with metal
diet but remove uneaten foods to
(crickets can chew through plastic)
avoid mould and rot.
flyscreen, Use a hot glue gun to
Keep crickets warm
secure the screen.
Place a two inch layer of vermiculite  To promote breeding and incubation
of their eggs they do best when kept
or dry sand on the bottom to give the
between 31/32C.
crickets something to walk on and
keep the container dry to prevent
Allow crickets to breed
bacteria and reduce odour.
Use an egg carton for them to climb
on.



Give them two weeks to breed and
lay their eggs in the damp soil. This
container containing the eggs can
then be replaced with a fresh one.

Place a disposable plastic container
inside filled with very damp loose
soil which is fertiliser and pesticide Incubate the eggs
free. The females will lay their eggs
in this. Screen can be put over the  Place the container in a larger one
that can be sealed and place in a
top of the soil to prevent them
warm place. Eggs will start hatching
digging or eating the eggs. Females
in about two weeks and pinhead size
can deposit eggs through the screen
crickets will emerge by the hundreds
using their egg laying spike.
daily for about two weeks. Place in
a new container with food and water
Assemble the colony
to grow. Keep some from every
batch to replace the breeding stock as

Place at least fifty or more crickets in
they die off.
the completed container.




Place a shallow dish (away from the
soil) of crushed premium dry cat
food.. They also need a shallow dish

Compiled from www.wikiHow.com

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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Wildlife Training Weekends in Rural Qld
The Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council believes that it represents carers
throughout Queensland; and in doing so is delighted to be able to bring to rural
Queensland areas, training weekends with well respected speakers from throughout
Australia sharing information concerning wildlife rehabilitation.
The areas we will be concentrating on are Roma, Emerald, Longreach, Charleville
and Mt Isa for a start. In each of these areas we are endeavouring to make contact
with a local QWRC member who can handle the local issue of trying to find a venue
and notify other carers in their immediate area of the impending weekend. We
understand that travel distance to larger towns is always an issue and we hope by
providing these local weekends of knowledge that carers will make the effort of
supporting them. The availability of speakers will determine the dates in some cases,
we have one date established:

MT ISA

- SEPTEMBER 8/9 WEEKEND at Laura Johnson Courtyard

Function Room. So reserve this weekend
Exact times and minimal costs are yet to be determined.
All expressions of interest please contact the District 3 QWRC representative

Eleanor Pollock 47797708 or e-mail Nell194@bigpond.net.au

TAFE Wildlife Care Courses
Ed: These seem a bit expensive for most carers but there is an
allowance for existing knowledge which may be worth investigating.
The Native Mammal Rehabilitation is $1465 and the Native Bird Rehabilitation is
$1471 (concessions are available and assistance is available through Youth
Allowance, Austudy, Newstart Allowance & Abstudy).
The courses run for twelve months and are available online, commencing February
2012. For further information:www.http://www.msit.edu.au/csu/search.aspx?coursesearch=native+animal

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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Wildlife Vet
Botulism in Avian Species
The Botulinum toxin is a potent neurotoxin, and once ingested causes flaccid
paralysis by binding to the nerve
junctions and impeding the transmission
of nerve impulses. In the early stages of
the toxicity, birds are typically weak and
easily fatigued. As the disease
progresses, birds develop flaccid
paralysis eventually losing the ability to
move their wings, legs, and even their
head in severe cases. If no treatment is
received, these birds typically die of
respiratory or cardiac paralysis.

Botulism is a disease affecting the
nervous system that commonly occurs
following the ingestion of a toxin
produced by the bacteria Clostridium
botulinum (and occasionally other
Clostridium species). In rare cases,
disease may occur following colonisation (and toxin production) of the gastrointestinal tract by C. Botulinum.
Clostridia commonly inhabit decaying
vegetable and animal matters in stagnant
waters, are found worldwide, and can
cause disease in any species that ingests
their toxin. In wildlife clinics such as
RSPCA Wildlife Hospital, waterfowl are
the most common species affected as
they share their environment with the
Clostridia. Under the right environmental conditions, botulism outbreaks can
affect large numbers of waterfowl and
other species. In a severe historical
outbreak in the USA, more than one
million birds died.

Birds with botulism are easily captured
and commonly present to the RSPCA
Wildlife Hospital. Diagnosis is typically
based on the clinical signs and treatment
for Botulism relies on supportive
therapy.
Affected birds commonly
require IV fluids, oxygen therapy and
treatment for secondary conditions such
as pneumonia which commonly develop
in severe cases. Unable to eat or stand
on their own, they require intensive
nutritional support, regular ‗bottom
baths‘ and efficient artificial temperature
control. In its early stages, treatment of
botulism requires intensive veterinary
support but as the birds become stronger
we often send them to waterfowl carers
in order for them to regain their strength
before release. With treatment, affected
birds typically make a strong recovery
and are usually able to be released
within three weeks of admission.
Continued on page 25

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed

RnR Page 25
Preventing the ingestion of botulinum
toxin is very difficult, however if large
numbers of affected birds are emerging
from the same water system it may be
prudent to remove the decaying
vegetable matter at the waters edge in an
effort to prevent further toxin ingestion.
In large outbreaks it is vital that
carcasses are removed from the
environment in order to stop the spread
of the disease.

Continued from page 24

that presented unable to stand or lift her
head. She is currently on a drip and has
received a dose of activated charcoal to
help absorb further toxin. She will
remain with us, receiving supportive
care, until she regains her strength and is
able to be released.

If you pick up any animal that seems to
be displaying signs of botulism please
don‘t hesitate to bring them to the
RSPCA Wildlife Hospital, or your local
Botulism cannot be directly transmitted wildlife vet; the sooner they are able to
from affected birds to humans by receive supportive treatment, the better
handling or care.
their chances of recovery!
At the RSPCA wildlife hospital we
receive dozens of botulism cases each
year. At the time of writing, one of our
residents is ‗Pocahontas‘, an adult Ibis

Dr Bonnie Cumming BVSc (Hons)
Wildlife Veterinarian

THANK YOU…...THANK YOU…..THANK YOU……
Koala. He undertook a mammoth vigil
sitting in his car until 2.30am on
Australia day when the sick Koala
finally went into a trap that had been set
by members of the Sunshine Coast
Koala Wildlife Rescue group.
‗Poor Bugger‘ is now receiving
treatment at Australia Zoo Wildlife
Hospital.
A big thank you to all involved.
Neale Ambler, member of the Wildlife
Ed: If you wish to thank someone
Wanderer carer group at Nanango, was
send to editor@qwrc.org.au.
recently involved with rescuing a blind
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Vale - Helen Dawson
This poem was read by Tracey Lobb on behalf of Helen and her memory.
Do not stand at my grave and weep
I am not there, I do not sleep
I am the dew on morning grass
I am the eagles as they pass
I am a thousand winds that blow
I am the diamond glint on the snow
I am sunlight on ripened grain
I am the gentle summer rain
I am the Kangaroo‘s who cross your path in fright
As you walk along the beach and hear the oceans roar
It‘s only me coming in to shore
I‘ll stay around the places I love
I could be one of the birds who fly above
Or maybe near the wombat hole
Is where you‘ll find my quiet soul?
But don‘t think of me as gone
Because while natures all around I‘ll have somewhere to belong
So when you see a Koala in a tree
Then spare a moment to look around maybe you‘ll see me
For wherever I feel safe and sound
With Mother Nature close then I‘ll be somewhere to be found
When a Dolphin dives for you to see
Then right beside her could possibly be me
So please don‘t grieve for me at all
Or stand at a grave and cry
Just set me free and let me fly
Don‘t think of me as gone or dead
Think of me as being free at last instead
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RSPCA Animal Care Campus at Wacol

Dr Tim Hopkins
Nurse Jessica Vincent

Hospital entrance

The day I started as a wildlife nurse at the RSPCA in 2006 I was told that we would
be moving to a brand new facility in a year or so. Finally it happened, six years later,
on December 8th 2011. It was an arduous task moving forty sick and injured wildlife
patients during the spring rush, not to mention the two hundred+ domestic animals
that also needed relocating.
It has become common to refer to the wildlife facilities at Fairfield as like working
inside a cupboard! Our new hospital has three wards, treatment rooms, x-ray
facilities, sterile surgery, consult room as well as a laundry and kitchen. There are
still areas yet to be built and we look forward to the commencement of the
construction of the outdoor rehab facilities. This will allow us to accommodate
patients such as koalas, echidnas, raptors, waterbirds and turtles.
Wildlife rehabilitators are welcome to book in for veterinary consultations for their
animals by calling 3426 9910. The hospital is open from 8am-5pm daily with most
rehabilitator consults preferred between the hours of 11am-2pm. Please bring a copy
of the animals records and your current rehabilitation permit - we will need this on
file to be able to return the animal
to you.
Rescue and emergency patients can
be admitted 24hrs and will be
triaged by the hospital team and
returned to the rehabilitator at a
later time.
Leonie Rickard
Senior Wildlife Officer
RSPCA Queensland
Intensive Care Unit
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Loggerhead turtle

Leatherback turtle
Both courtesy of Steve Parish Publishing
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