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Close to four hundred animals had to be 

evacuated from RSPCA Qld's   

Fairfield Shelter during the recent floods. 

T w o  d a y s  b e f o r e ,  t h e    

animals in the livestock paddock and 

farmyard had been moved into   

foster care as it seemed that those two 

a r e a s  w o u l d  b e  f l o o d e d . 
 

The speed and extent of the water's rise 

on the night of December 11th   

took everyone by surprise and it became 

immediately apparent that the   

whole shelter would have to be       

evacuated.  
 

T h e  L o g a n  a n d  R e d l a n d s    

pounds offered to help as did the Animal 

Welfare League. However the   

vast majority of the animals went into 

emergency foster homes and the   

wildlife ward patients went to wildlife 

carers.  
 

T h e  R S P C A  i s  e t e r n a l l y    

grateful to the general public who came 

to its rescue. Without people   

flocking to offer foster homes and    

without the army of volunteers who   

helped us clean up we would have been 

in dire straits. 
 

RSPCA Qld currently has a flood appeal 

going as we receive no allocation of 

funds from either the Federal or State  

Government flood allocations. 
 

The Fairfield shelter will reopen once the 

veterinary surgery is  operational. This 

alone is going to cost close to $400,000. 

RSPCA Qld’s Fairfield Shelter - after the floods  -  January 2011 
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In this issue: 

 RSPCA Qld - Fairfied flooded 

 Poem - A Mother Kangaroo’s Plea 

 Hints and Tips 

 Carer Profile  - Sylvia Whiting 

 Wildlife Rescue — Shark! 

 Reporting Animal Welfare Concerns 

 A Funny Thing Happened……! 

 Wildlife Vet - Homeopathic 

 Carcase Tags 

 QWRC Disaster Appeal 

 RSPCA -  1300Animal Co-ordinator 

          Help save a tree or two                                    

Choose to have your RnR delivered  
electronically.                               

Email: secretary@qwrc.org.au. 

RnR is produced by The Queensland 

Wildlife Rehabilitation Council twice a 

year.  It is  distributed (by request), free 

of charge, to all licensed wildlife         

rehabilitators throughout Queensland.  

To ensure you continue to receive a 

copy, either by post or email, please 

send your contact details to:                                

secretary@qwrc.org.au. 

RnR is printed on 
recycled  paper 
(except the cover) 

Opinions expressed in RnR are not necessarily 

those of the Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation 

Council. 

       Copyright — Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council 

Best Practice Guidelines available to QWRC members on their website 

www.qwrc.org.au include: 

Euthanasia of Native Wildlife in Queensland 

 

Wildlife Autopsy by Rehabilitators in Queensland  

 

Hygiene Practices 

 

What happens to animals that can't be released? 
 

Understanding your duty of care 
 

Release of wildlife 

 

Zoonosis 
 

Care of Flying fox orphans outside their geographical range 
 

Wildlife in the Workplace 

http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/1EuthanasiaFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/2%20AutopsyFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/3HygieneFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/4NonreleaseanimalsFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/5DutyofCareFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/6ReleaseFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/7ZoonosisFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/8FFmovementFeb%2008.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/9Guidelines-Animalsinworkplace009June09.pdf
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From the Chair.. 
WOW! what a time we have all had!  I 

cannot help thinking of Dorothea 

Mackellar‘s famous poem My Country; 

“. . . Of droughts and flooding rains” and 

later in the poem ―. . .  For flood and fire 

and famine, She pays us back threefold . . 

.”.  We wait now for the rebirth that al-

ways comes; the growth of trees that we 

thought could not survive, the plants that 

return from layers of mud and the ani-

mals that manage to struggle back.  

To all who have been adversely affected 

by any recent weather event please be 

assured that we are all thinking of you 

and will do all we can to help you while 

you care for any increase in the numbers 

of animals in you care, or to rebuild your 

wildlife rehabilitation facilities.  QWRC 

has a disaster fund to which funds have 

generously been donated to assist those in 

need.  Should you need assistance please 

contact your local QWRC Councillor or 

myself (see contact details on page 13) so 

we can look into what assistance can be 

given. 

QWRC wants input please from everyone 

in any area of the State that has been  

affected by floods or cyclones.  We need 

reports back about the state of the local 

environment in any affected area.  From 

this we can then gain a better understand-

ing of where help is needed and what sort 

of assistance will be of most use to     

particular areas.  Every little bit of info 

will go together to help build a total   

picture – please do not think ―someone 

else will have sent in about this area so I 

do not need to bother‖ as this could leave 

us without any knowledge at all.  We 

would prefer to get the same info several 

times rather than not at all.  Please send 

this info to secretary@qwrc.org.au as 

soon as you can so we can direct        

assistance to the worst affected areas in a 

hurry. 

To those who may have been very busy 

of late and forgotten to renew your 

QWRC membership remember that a 

form is available in this issue (page 15) 

and is always available on our web site.  

We must have a completed and signed    

membership form for each membership 

year. 

We look forward to meeting many     

rehabbers at our next ―Cuppa and Chat‖ 

get together on March 27th - see page 17 

for full details.  Keep an eye on our web 

site to find the full details of the ―Cuppa 

and Chat‖ sessions organised for June 

26th in Ipswich and September 25th in 

Toowoomba.  All QWRC members will 

of course be sent full details of these 

events. 

In closing I want to assure you all that 

QWRC is the peak body for the wildlife 

rehabilitation industry.  QWRC is here to 

represent all Queensland‘s wildlife     

rehabilitators.  We are here as the voice 

of wildlife rehabilitators.  You have an 

issue that needs addressing or a problem 

that needs attention – please come to us; 

but remember we will have most ―clout‖ 

if we have the support of the majority of 

Queensland‘s wildlife rehabilitators. 

Thanks to those who continue to support 

us as we represent you the rehabbers of 

Queensland. 

Till next time 

Cheers             Annie 

mailto:secretary@qwrc.org.au
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Editorial..  
We also all make mistakes (I have) but 

hopefully we learn so that it never      

happens again.  Unfortunately there are 

some carers who never seem to learn and 

continue to lose poor animals.  Training 

may assist in this instance.  QWRC is 

hoping to arrange some training courses 

in various locations.  This will  depend on 

grant funding. Please let us know if there 

is a particular training need in your area. 

‘Friends Reunited’ - thanks to QWRC! 

I received a call on  my mobile a few 

weeks ago.  To my utter surprise it was a 

friend that I had lost touch with in 1996.  

Sandy (from the UK) had been working 

in Queensland when we met whilst     

both working at the head office of WPSQ 

(www.wildlife.org.au) in Brisbane.  We 

sadly lost touch when she returned to 

England until .….. she found my name on 

the QWRC website! The rest, as they say, 

is history.  She returned to Australia and 

is now living  permanently in         

Queensland.  We are now keeping in 

touch and hope to meet again one day.  

All thanks to QWRC. 

 

Please tell us what you think about this 

issue. Also what you would like to read 

about, give us your  stories, your     

photos, your ideas.  Deadline for the 

next issue is 15 July 2011.  

Write to:  

The Editor, PO Box 488,  

ARCHERFIELD QLD 4108 

Email: editor@qwrc.org.au 
 
Judy Elliott 
 

  

There is almost nothing left to be said 

about the catastrophic weather events 

that have affected so many areas of 

Queensland recently. 

It is a very sad time for those who have 

lost everything and even more so for 

those that have been bereaved.  Lets 

hope that somehow Queenslanders can 

bounce back to make this state even  

better than before. 

There has been little coverage in the  

media about the loss of wildlife and  

habitat.  It will probably never be known 

how our wonderful wildlife have fared in 

the overall picture.  We can all only   

continue to do what we do best and that 

is to save as many as possible to be   

returned to the wild. 

See the Biosecurity Qld poster on the 

back  cover about Myrtle rust that  is 

threatening  some of our native plants.  

This is very serious as, if allowed to take 

a hold in Queensland, it could wipe out 

certain plant species.  This could then 

threaten the survival of  animals that rely 

on the plants for food or habitat.  Please 

therefore make yourself familiar with 

this disease and report it if found. 

Please also read the article (page20) 

about what is required when you wish to 

report an animal welfare concern.   We 

all seem to hear about carers who are 

doing the wrong thing by their animals 

but how many of us actually do anything 

to rectify the situation.  I think that some-

times it is difficult to report someone as 

there is not a specific event that has been 

witnessed.  Often it is a case of ‗bad  

caring‘ that is conducted in the privacy 

of the carer‘s home. 
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The International Fund for Animal    

Welfare (IFAW) works to improve the 

welfare of wild and domestic animals 

throughout the world by reducing    

commercial exploitation of animals, 

protecting wildlife habitats and       

assist ing animals in distress. 
 

During times of disasters, such as 

floods, bushfires, earthquakes, and   

cyclones, animals are usually the             

forgotten victims. IFAW mobilises 

teams on the ground to help search,    

rescue and treat these animals.  IFAW 

contacted myself and colleague, Dr 

Howard Ralph from Southern Cross 

Wildlife Care, to head into the affected 

areas in Queensland.  
 

Wildlife carers usually have little      

support or funding and during times 

like these, they can be overwhelmed, 

not just because of the animals coming 

in, but  because their own facilities, 

such as  aviaries, are damaged or     

destroyed. Food sources for the      

animals are also often destroyed.    

During these disasters, IFAW works on 

the ground with a  network of wildlife 

carers to provide relief to the animals. 

Additionally, IFAW has a grant     

process  whereby carers who have 

wildlife as a result of the disaster or 

who have damaged  facilities, can   

apply for financial  assistance. 
 

Should you require further information 

about IFAW, go to www.ifaw.org or 

please contact the IFAW office in     

Sydney at 6 Belmore Street, Surry 

Hills, NSW 2010. Tel: +61 2 9288 

4900 or info-au@ifaw.org 

                                          Tania Duratovic 

                   IFAW  
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       Education - Research - Information 

As you sight your gun upon me 

Do you contemplate, what do you see 

Before the bullet enters me 

Know that my heart is full of need 

For you to understand 

That I am no different to thee. 

  

When you aim, and before you fire 

Look deep into my eyes, to see what we are 

This my last plea before I die 

That you see your needs are no greater than I 

I too am a part of this earthly plain 

Heart to heart we beat the same 

 

When you reach into my pouch, 

Knowing I am with child 

Respect my little girl 

She has no mother in which to hide. 

No mother in which to run, hop, and be wild 

With me, she knows, 

She is about to die 

My child my child who will never be free 

To live a life like it was meant to be. 

My love, my child, will cruelly be 

Bludgeoned upon a nearby tree 

Once, twice, who is here to see 

When in the darkness, there is only you and she. 

A Mother Kangaroo's Plea 

Her little body contorts in pain 

Her delicate bones smash, And cannot sus-

tain 

The onslaught rained upon her tiny head 

A byproduct of brutality, myth and the soul-  

less dead  

Before you send the bullet to seek 

Before I lie here, life extinct 

Our kin and cousins dead at your feet 

The meek , the mild and those who can not 

speak 

Remember there lies a spiritual link 

 

When you hug your kin, what do you feel 

What do you tell thee as I bleed 

The bigger picture is beyond you and me 

You feel what I feel 

My love to live free. 

 

BANG! 

  

Kim Walpole 

 www.auspost.com.au/stamps 

 www.catbib.com.au/bigbib.html 

 www.faunarescue.org.au 

 www.wildlife.com.au 

 rspca.org.au/wildlife 
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I received a call from a lady saying there was 

a small shark caught in a little pool of water at 

Pallarenda.  Out of curiosity I said I‘d go have 

a look.  Trev (my fiancée) knew by what I was 

saying that we were going on a rescue/

euthanasia.  He grabbed the euthanasia bag 

while I poured our freshly made coffee into 

travel mugs and grabbed a towel.  I asked him 

if he wanted to know what we were going to 

but didn‘t hear him reply ‗wallaby‘.  When we 

were in the car and on our way I said to him, 

‗you do realise we are going to rescue a 

shark‘, to which he replied ‗yeah right‘. 

When we arrived we had to walk across the 

beach  and  cross a creek  that  was   getting 

deeper as the tide came in.  We were not sure 

what size the shark was until we saw it.  It 

was about 1.5m, in knee deep water in a pool, 

separated from the ocean.   

I walked into the water and was able to run 

my hands all over her (guessing it was a girl) 

to which she did not move or even flinch.  

Then, as I tried to roll her a little to see if she 

had any injuries on her underside she decided 

she‘d had enough and swam away from me 

with ease and gusto.  The two callers, Jay and 

Holli, said they had not seen her move like 

that the whole time they were watching her. 

I followed her thinking, ‗okay this will be 

easy, we‘ll just guide her out of this pool into 

the tidal creek and then into the ocean‘.  Then 

I looked up and saw that her pool did not  

connect to the creek and that we would have 

to carry her over 10m of sand into the ocean.  

Hah!!!  Sure!!!   

I told Trev and Jay that the plan was to try to 

guide her forward to shallower area.  After 30 

metres she was non-compliant.  She was   

getting stressed and it was getting dark.  It 

was also very windy and squally and the   

mosquitoes were thirsty.  Trev said ‗I believe 

you now that it‘s not a wallaby‘. 

Trev and I tried to pick her up but we couldn‘t 

hold her.  Jay came in to help and I put a 

towel around her head to hopefully cover the 

teeth and put on the glove I had, to obtain 

some grip.  We all tried a couple of times to 

pick her up with no luck. 

    Continued on Page 9 

           Wildlife Rescue - Shark! 
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Continued from Page 8 

She pushed her way into me, and because my 

feet were stuck in the sand, I couldn‘t get 

away. I fell back into the water and ended up 

with a shark in my lap, and as she thrashed 

her head side to side, she bit/scratched me 

with her teeth.  I had my car keys and mobile 

phone in my pocket and watch on my wrist.  I 

was soaked. 

I had felt her scratch me but didn‘t think any-

thing of it, she was my first priority, so I got 

up and went to try again. I had heard Holli 

call out that Sasha (my shark bait sized, 15yr 

old dog) was swimming over.  Sasha can 

swim?  I grabbed her and threw her on the 

closest bank and told her to stay.   

Trev had managed to push the shark onto the 

bank so Jay and I ran/splashed over and 

helped pull her further up the bank. I grabbed 

the tail, she thrashed, Trev had the middle, 

she thrashed, and Jay had the head area I 

think, (I wasn‘t looking).  I said ‗let‘s just 

drag her over if we have to‘.  Sasha decided 

that as a ‗Rescue Dog‘ she had to analyse the 

situation and calm the shark down, by giving 

her a kiss on the nose.   

We rushed the 10m to the ocean and put her 

in.  It was then that Jay said the towel was 

stuck in her mouth, so I rolled her over a little 

and tried to pull the towel out without sticking 

my hand in her mouth.  It wouldn‘t budge and 

eventually it ripped out and left a little bit in 

her mouth.  I figured she would spit it out 

later.  I rolled her back over and pointed her 

in the right direction and gave her a shove.  

She slowly moved off until we couldn‘t see 

her any more. 

We gathered up our things including our  

stupid dogs and started the walk back.  The 

tide had come in, we didn‘t know how deep 

the creek was, and we had  reason to believe 

that there were sharks and stingrays in these 

waters. We  decided we would have to walk 

around via the road. 

We found a  walking track but, because it was 

dark, I didn‘t see that a washout had come 

right up to the side of the path and made a one 

metre drop off the edge.  I stepped off the 

path with my left leg and landed with a thud.  

Everyone knew straight away that it was  

serious. Jay ran off to get his ute, Holli 

grabbed everything out of my hands and Trev 

carefully picked me up and put me on the 

path.   

I rang Mum.  Jay drove his ute down the path 

and he and Trevor lifted me into it.  We drove 

slowly onto the road, over the bridge and into 

the car park where my vehicle was and where 

Mum was going to meet us. 

We thanked Jay and Holli and they left after 

much assurance that we were okay.  Mum 

arrived, looked at my ankle, and called the 

ambulance.  She mentioned shark bite and 

they forgot about my   ankle!!! 

The paramedics were great but not too     

impressed about putting a wet, sandy person 

in their new bus.  I was the  interesting case at 

the hospital for the evening.  But thankfully   

x-rays showed no fractures and I was allowed 

to go home on crutches with instructions to 

keep off my foot for a week.  

The following day, I was at the shops to order 

my wedding ring, when a crutch got stuck on 

the escalator and  I fell  backwards onto the 

metal steps.  I banged by elbow and badly hit 

my kidney. 

After I week, I went to physio, the   therapist 

was not happy with my progress and sent me 

for another x-ray and an ultrasound, she also 

sent me to my GP because of the swelling 

around my kidney.  My GP found blood in 

my urine, but prescribed rest.  The ultrasound    

diagnosed one fully torn and one partially torn 

ligament.  I  was off work for  six weeks. 

Lana Field 

 

Ed: having dogs at wildlife rescues is not 

really recommended. 



 
 

 
 

 

 

Animal intensive care 
units thermostatically 

controlled 
Great to help 
save PINKYs 

 

 

W A POULTRY 
EQUIPMENT  

& 
PINE HILL 

SHEETMETAL  
and 

 WIRE WORKS 
 

1170 BALDIVIS RD 
 

 BALDIVIS. 6171 
      

TEL : 1300881170 
 

FAX :  08-95241716  
 

   
mum & the kid  

 

 
SAFE 

Animal intensive care 
units thermostatically 

controlled 
Great to help save 

PINKYs 
 

 

 

 

Email: sales@wape.com.au  
 

Shop cart:  www.wapoultryequipment.net.au
 

Catalogue:  www.wapoultryequipment.com
 

The only one stop shop in Australia 
Cats & Dog in pictures to show size of units 

 

mailto:sales@wape.com.au
http://www.wapoultryequipment.net.au/
http://www.wapoultryequipment.com/
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          Hints and Tips  
   (for carers  -  from carers) 

Check with your local supermarkets to see if you can complete a form and be       

registered to obtain ‗wasted fruit‘ to help feed your critters particularly flying foxes.  

Public Liability certificate may also be requested. 

Opshops are wonderful places to find all sorts of interesting and useful items for 

wildlife caring.  I get different size (heavier the better) ashtrays for feeding bowls.  

Plastic eggcups with an inbuilt tray are also good, unspillable for liquids or antproof 

with water in the tray.  Pillowcases for making liners and fabrics for hanging 

pouches.  

Quilts/sleeping bags can be cut up and sown into pillowcase to make cosy mini   

blankets.  Turn a pillowcase inside out, fold back on itself, place mini blanket either 

side of fold and secure with the narrow folded part (normally holds the pillow in 

place) of the pillowcase. This creates a cosy little exterior pouch that is easy to pull 

apart and wash as needed. 

An easy suggestion to MOPs needing a temporary pouch for a rescued joey is to cut 

the corner off an old  pillowcase. Mens‘ hankies are great for little pinkies. 

Please share your opshop finds and uses with us for the next RnR. 

  Email to: editor@rnr.org.au 
 

I  have just purchased ($5 from Homeart) a sling that is meant to be used for carrying    

designer dogs!  It‘s made of good quality lined fabric that hangs around your neck.  

Keep in the car for rescuing joeys or when a joey needs to travel with you.  It could 

also just be used for taking your joey for a walk in the sun at home. 

Wine cask boxes (with ready-made hole) make ideal temporary indoor nestboxes for 

baby  possums and gliders.  The bladders can be used as warm water bottles too. 

 

Editor 
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PO Box 1097,Archerfield, Qld 4108 

Ph/Fax :  0754 268 088     Mobile:  0417 749 501 

Email:  wildlifesupplies@iprimus.com.au 

Web:  www.wildlifesupplies.com.au 

ABN: 95 930 787 149 

Specialising in the supply of quality products to carers, breeders 

& keepers of Australian native birds, mammals & reptiles: 

Foods & Supplements:   Wombaroo-Passwell, Crest, Vetafarm & more 

Vitamin/Boosters:   wide range of vitamin, mineral & probiotic preparations 

Feeding Equipment:   bottles, teats, syringes (glass & plastic), crop needle, feeding 

spoons & tweezers etc, 

Hygiene:   safe & effective disinfectants, cleaning aids, 

Emergency/critical care:   IV fluids & catheters, syringes & needles, thermometers 

& stethoscopes & laboratory supplies etc 

Anti-parasitics:   comprehensive range of preparations for both internal & external 

parasite control & treatment, 

Housing:   most pet shop lines available, possum boxes & more 

Live foods:   mealworms, crickets, mice, fly pupae etc 

Books and Manuals:   comprehensive range  containing information on wildlife 

rehabilitation, husbandry, vet nursing & medicine, biology, ecology, species ID/field 

guides, & much more. 

Australian Wildlife Supplies uses a percentage of profits to sponsor 

and support wildlife rehabilitation, conservation and events. 

A mail order company 
offering efficient door
-to-door service with 
friendly assistance/
advice and very low 
prices 

                      ADVERTISEMENT 
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Your local representatives: 
 

District 1 — Cape York/Dry Tropics/Gulf 

Penny Johnson 

Phone: 4069 6229 

 

District 3 — Savannah/Townsville Marine 

Eleanor Pollock 

Phone: 4779 7708 

 

District 4  —  Mackay/Whitsundays 

Jacqui Webb 

Phone: 4947 3308 

 

District 5 — Capricorn/Gladstone 

Annie Saunders 

Phone: 4975 6281 

 

District 7 — Wide Bay Burnett/Great Sandy 

Judy Elliott 

Phone: 4156 5382 

 

District 9 — Toowoomba 

Trish Lee Hong 

Phone: 4630 5208 

 

District 10 — Sunshine Coast/Southern Marine 

Glendell Appleford 

Phone:  0413 453722 

 

District 11— Southeast/Moreton Bay 

Vicky Dawson 

Phone: 3200 0592 

 

CONTACTING QWRC 

 

POSTAL ADDRESS: 

PO Box 488, ARCHERFIELD 4108 
 

TELEPHONE:  

Refer to local representative list  
 

EMAIL:  

secretary@qwrc.org.au 
editor@qwrc.org.au 

 

WEBSITE: 

 www.qwrc.org.au 
 

Please address all correspondence 

to the Secretary. 

  

MOVING HOUSE  

or changing your email address 

Remember to advise QWRC 

We receive a number of Return to Sender 
RnRs after each mailing.  Numerous 
emails also bounce which would indicate 
that our mailing list is not being kept up to 
date.  

Remember that DERM are  unable (due 
to   privacy laws) to advise us of any 
carer details.  It is therefore vital that 
YOU tell US of any changes.  Groups 

please note. 
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MEMBERSHIP  

BENEFITS 

 
 Membership of the State representative body. 

 A collective voice for rehabilitation. 

 Access to a network of carers across the State. 

 Financial membership offers cover under QWRC’s Public   
Liability and Volunteer Workers Insurance policies. 

 Support with wildlife rehabilitation and welfare. 

 Access to QWRC endorsed training courses. 

 Access to professional advice, information and data. 

 Access to Best Practice Guidelines. 

All members of QWRC have their name, 

phone number and email  details listed in  

District order in the members area of the 

QWRC website www.qwrc.org.au.  

Would you like to contact 

other carers in your area? 

Members will  receive a twice yearly newsletter (in-between issues of 
RnR).  Members are eligible to nominate for a position as district   
representative on QWRC and to vote at elections. 

As a member you will also  help to build a strong council that will be 
able to better support its members, and  advocate on their behalf. 
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Post to:  

The Secretary 

 PO Box 488 

 ARCHERFIELD QLD 4108 

 or scan and email to:  

 secretary@qwrc.org.au 

      Membership Application Form 
     (A new form is required each membership year) 
 

Surname.………………………………………………………….. 

First Name ………………………..………….…………………… 

Date of Birth …………………….…………. 

Residential Address…………….………….…………………………………………………………. 

………………………………….………….……………………………………………………………. 

Postal address….……………….………….…………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………….……………………………………………………………….. 

Regional Council in which you reside …………………………………………………………….. 

Telephone  (H) .……………..………….……………...   (Mob)……………………………….. …. 

                   (W)……..…..……………………………… 

Email ……………………………………...………….…….…………………………………………. 

Group Name ………………………...………….……………………………………………………. 

RnR  -  I would like to receive by         email        or       snailmail       (please circle) 

I, the above named, understand and agree that my name and contact  details will be stored on a member 

data base by QWRC for its use and may be circulated to all other members of QWRC around the state.        

I further understand that these details will not be sold for any purpose. 

 

Signed……………………………….………….…         Dated………….………………………….. 

Annual Membership AU$20 (calendar year)  
 

I enclose cheque /money order for $......................... made payable to QWRC 

OR   
Direct Deposit to the QWRC bank account at Credit Union Australia  

 BSB No 814 282     Account No 30644404  

 Please use your surname as a reference number for this transaction 
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QWRC has negotiated with the Department of Main Roads 

for safety vests to be supplied to all our members.  

BONUS....BONUS….BONUS 

All new and renewal memberships can claim a safety vest .  
One vest per member.  While stocks last.  See the member 
section of the QWRC website to obtain the necessary      

paperwork. 

If you wish to become a member of QWRC, contact your local QWRC   

representative, make  further enquiries about QWRC or raise further issues 

relating to wildlife rehabilitation, please contact: 

The Secretary  

PO Box 488 

ARCHERFIELD QLD 4108  

or email secretary@qwrc.org.au. 

WHY NOT JOIN US? 

 

THERE HAS NEVER BEEN  
A BETTER TIME TO JOIN    

  QWRC 

   RnR  -  Delivery Option 

Have you received this RnR via an email link but would prefer to get a 

hard copy in the mail to read at your leisure?   Just advise us at                         

secretary@qwrc.org.au.  Vice versa also applies.  Perhaps try printing 

in just black and white to save colour ink. 

PUBLIC  LIABILITY 

INSURANCE 

NOW $20M 
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QWRC held a couple of Cuppa and Chat 

get-togethers for rehabbers last year and 

have another three planned for 2011.  

The first Cuppa and Chat for this 

year is to be held:  

There is no cost involved and you get 

free afternoon tea into the bargain. 

Remember that we are here to represent 

you the carers of Queensland.  If you 

have an issue that needs addressing or a 

problem that needs airing then let us 

know. The best way to do this is to talk to 

us in person and what better way to do 

that than attend a cuppa and chat get -

together. 

QWRC wants to assist rehabbers build a 

good network of contact with like minded 

persons to enable them to work more 

efficiently for the benefit of both animals 

and rehabbers. 

These informal sessions also give us a 

chance to explain first hand to rehabbers 

about pertinent issues upon which 

QWRC is working. 

Two more get-togethers to be held: 

June 26   —  Ipswich 

September 25  —  Toowoomba 
Members will be kept informed and the 

details will also be available on the     

website: www.qwrc.org.au. 

QWRC Get-together 

16 - 20 JULY 2012 

TOWNSVILLE 

NATIONAL WILDLIFE 

 REHABILITATORS CONFERENCE 
Make a note now and start saving your pennies for this not to be missed event.  

Lets make it the biggest conference ever with lots of attendees from Queensland 
 

Many of the papers presented at past conferences are available on their website. 

Have a look at www.nwrc.com.au 

Date Claimer 

Lodge Room  

Wynnum Hall (corner Bay Tce 

and Cedar Streets) 

WYNNUM  4178 

at 2pm 

   Sunday 27th March 
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 Carer Profile 

  

Meet Sylvia Whiting who has a 

passion for native animals. 

 

It is through this passion that she has 

become an inspirational role model to 

her family, friends, school children 

and the community for well over 

twenty years.  She can be personally    

attributed with rescuing and           

rehabilitating more than 2000   native 

Australian animals, some of which 

are listed as vulnerable  species.  

 

She became one of the founding 

members of the Sunshine Coast  

Wildlife Volunteers (Wilvos) in order 

to teach others how to look after   

native creatures.  Over twenty years 

later, the Wilvos have more than 300 

members and a common goal of    

rescuing,   rehabilitating and releasing 

native animals.  The Wilvos make a  

valuable contribution to caring for the 

Sunshine Coast's ever decreasing 

wildlife population.    

Sylvia also visits schools to educate 

our young people and help them    

develop a passion for our native   

creatures.  Every two months, Sylvia 

runs 'Basic 24 Hour Care' weekend 

induction workshops to help new  

carers understand how to look after  

wildlife. Sylvia and her reputation for 

animal care has been recognised in 

the greater community through     

television  appearances on Totally 

Wild.    Local television news stations 

have featured Sylvia and her care for 

rare species such as the Phascogale 

and Greater glider.  In 2001 a       

Sunshine Coast radio  station awarded 

her Saint of the Week for her       

dedicated  community service and she 

has featured in Sunday Mail         

newspaper articles.  

Sylvia is undoubtedly a worthy     

recipient of the Pride of Australia she 

received in 2010, as  demonstrated by 

her passion, knowledge, contribution 

to environmental sustainability,     

longevity in her dedication, ability to 

inspire others to join her cause and 

the completely volunteer nature of      

her work. 
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 ADVERTISEMENT 

 

Anne-Marie’s Wildlife Supplies 
  

 Stainless Steel teat moulds from $10 

 We can make a teat mould from your favourite teat 

 Syringe teats all sizes .40 cents each 

 Wallaby and Kangaroo teats .80 cents soft and long lasting 

 Herbal remedies for Thrush and E-Coli 

 Vitamin E, Selenium and other nutritional supplements 

 Wide Range of supplements available 

     Call or e-mail for price list 

     5484 7354 anmacropod@bigpond.com 

 Competition 

Serena Gosling from Australian Wildlife Supplies (see ad page 12) kindly offered to 

donate a $50 voucher for the best story on ‗Wildlife in Rehabilitation‘.   

and the winner is …. Lana Field for her shark rescue story - see page 8 

Congratulations Lana. 

Our next competition is for the best rehabilitation photo.  Prize is also a $50 AWS 

voucher. Photo to be published in full colour in the next RnR. 

Send your photos to: editor@qwrc.org.au or snailmail to PO Box 488,                    

ARCHERFIELD QLD 4108.  Closing date is 15 July 2011. 

Native Wildlife Carer Funding Program  

                Brisbane City Council  

is an initiative that provides financial assistance to groups and individuals involved 

with the rehabilitation and release of orphaned, sick and injured native wildlife 

within the Brisbane City Council area.    http://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/community
-support/grants-awards/wildlife-carer-funding-program/index.htm 

Please ensure that records are kept if animals are injured, affected or displaced etc by 

floods.. 

http://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/community-support/grants-awards/wildlife-carer-funding-program/index.htm
http://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/community-support/grants-awards/wildlife-carer-funding-program/index.htm
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The public play an important role in    

alerting animal welfare inspectors of  

potential cruelty offences or breaches of 

the Animal Care and Protection Act 

2001.  

If you need to report an animal cruelty 

concern it is important to provide as 

much information as possible regarding 

the incident so your concern can be fully 

investigated. 

 

Key information to report: 

 your name and contact details – this 

allows the inspector to contact you to 

gather more information if required; 

 a description of the alleged offender 

– this includes the name and address of 

the alleged offender where known; 

 time, date and place where the     

incident occurred; 

 a full description of the incident, 

including observations, the number and 

species of animals; 

 if the animal has been moved, where 

the animal is now; and contact details for 

any other witnesses. 

 

Remember: 

 The earlier you report an incident the 

better. 

 Wherever possible, personal        

information of the person reporting the         

incident will remain confidential. 

What happens if I report an animal 

welfare concern? 

All animal welfare concerns are taken 

seriously. Any reports are assessed based 

on the impact of the animal/s and whether 

the Animal Care and Protection Act 2001 

(ACPA) may have been breached. 

Where there may be a breach, Biosecurity 

Queensland or RSPCA will investigate 

the report. What happens next will     

depend on the findings of the              

investigation. 

 

Potential outcomes from an investigation 

include: 

 no further action – it is determined 

that although it was thought there was a 

genuine problem, the investigation shows 

there isn‘t one; 

 education – the person involved is 

informed of their responsibilities under 

the ACPA; 

 the inspector issues a formal written 

direction requiring the person to do    

certain things to rectify the situation 

within a specified time; 

 evidence may be collected for   

prosecution; 

  the animal may be removed to    

ensure it is cared for properly. 

For more information about animal    

welfare concerns call 13 25 23 or visit 

www.biosecurity.qld.gov.au and click on 

‘Animal welfare & ethics’ and ‘Animal 
welfare complaints in Queensland’. 

       Reporting Animal Welfare Concerns 

http://www.biosecurity.qld.gov.au/
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It had been a very ordinary shopping trip 

to town.  I was just about to close the car 

door, in the library car park, when I 

glanced down at the footrest.  To my   

horror I saw a tiny pink thing wriggling 

around!  I reached out ,quickly grabbed it 

(I specialise in little pink things) and we 

continued to my doctor‘s appointment 

with it in my hand. 

Fortunately I have a great lady doctor 

who is always interested to see any    

animals I may have with me.  This     

surgery also has a secluded covered area 

outside where I can feed joeys if         

necessary.  The practice nurse also saves 

me any unused plastic tweezers from the 

sterile wound dressing packs.  These are 

useful for the bird carers in our group. 

On the way home I decided that a safer 

place for this little thing would be in my 

bra.  The truck driver we were overtaking  

was probably amused.  I know I‘m crazy 

but I did manage to feed him (canula tube 

and glass syringe). I am not able to kill     

anything except perhaps cockroaches.  I 

had no idea where this baby had come 

from but I put a live trap in the car that 

night.  Sure enough, mum and dad mouse 

were in the trap the next morning.  We 

then spent several hours pulling the car 

apart trying to find the nest but to no 

avail.  The car had been overdue for a 

good clean-up though. 

He  didn‘t  survive to  the next meal of 

course but  perhaps he died happy in my 

bra!  Weight 0.8gm! 

Editor                                                            

    IFAW    -   International Fund For Animal Welfare 

 WPSQ   -   Wildlife Preservation Society of Qld 

 ACPA    -   Animal Carer & Protection Act 2001 

 VWPAI   -   Volunteer Workers Personal Accident Insurance 

 Know Thy Acronym 

A Funny Thing Happened ….! 

Do you have ‘A funny thing happened…!’ story?  -  email: editor@rnr.org.au 
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The Wildlife Vet  

Continued from previous issue: 

BRUISING AND TRAUMA:  virtually 

every patient after an accident or         

orphaning has some form of injury and 

therefore bruising or some form of 

trauma.  Trauma is both physical,    

meaning damage to the tissues, and 

mental/emotional, meaning distress, 

shock and fright. 

Arnica is a homeopathic remedy which 

magnificently treats bruising, shock and 

trauma …anything that leaves the      

patient feeling sore, stiff, bruised, lame, 

shocked or bleeding.  It is available in 

many sports rubs these days and is the 

most common homeopathic remedy that 

people have heard of. 

Homeopathic remedies work on the Law 

of Similars: like treats like, whereas in 

western medicine, opposites are used to 

treat symptoms.  Western medicine is 

antipathic ….. ANTI-inflammatories and 

ANTI-biotics, where anti means       

opposing. 

If the undiluted form of Arnica is given 

(which is how they tested remedies on 

people in the 1700s) they developed 

bruises, pain, bleeding and many other 

symptoms.  In the diluted and potentised 

form, homeopathic remedies treat these 

symptoms.  

The natural state of the body is to move 

towards healing.  The body knows how 

to heal a cut in the skin and does it   

naturally. In homeopathy we are     

working with this mechanism to hurry 

up the healing process that is inherently 

within the body.  This is why it is so 

safe, gentle and so effective. 

IF EVERY WILDLIFE CARER 

JUST ADDED ONE REMEDY,     

ARNICA, TO THEIR TOOLBOX, 

THEN I WOULD BE A VERY 

H A P P Y  V E T  A N D  Y O U R              

PATIENTS WOULD BENEFIT 

ENORMOUSLY. 

HOW TO USE HOMEOPATHIC 

REMEDIES: remedies come in liquid 

form and as tiny pilules but using liquids 

enables remedies to be mixed together 

and used in different ways.  Keep    

remedies in a dark cupboard not in the 

fridge. 

The body reacts to the energy of the 

remedy once it touches the mucous 

membranes of the body which are in the 

mouth, nose, tongue, lips and gums.  As 

long as the drops touch any of those 

areas of the body (and many others) they 

will work. 

Make up the remedy in small dropper 

bottles in distilled water with a little 

brandy to preserve it so it can last a long 

time.  A few drops can also be put in the 

drinking water, Polyaid or electrolytes 

used to rehydrate a patient or even in the 

milk or on food. 

 
     Continued on Page 23 

    How to use Natural Therapies for Wildlife 
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    Australian Bat Lyssavirus (ABL) 

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council acknowledges that all restricted medications should only be 

administered under the direct supervision of a veterinary surgeon. 

For  further information see Health (Drugs and poisons) Regulation 1996.   

http://www.legislation.qld.gov.au. 

 Continued from Page 22 

A few drops of the remedies in tap water 

in a 5ml syringe can be squirted into the 

mouth a few drops at a time.  To avoid 

disturbing the patient place a few drops  

on your fingers and rub onto the nose 

where it will soak in or be licked off. 

Homeopathy is very forgiving, and it is 

the number of times that you give it that 

matters, not how much. 

As a general guide: 

Use one drop of the stock remedy for 

each 2 or 3 mls of water if making a   

syringe or dropper full 

Remedies come in different potencies but 

do not worry too much about that at the 

start.  Use 1M potency Arnica as it is  

high potency for trauma  

For very shocked patients put a few drops 

of your diluted remedy on the gums every 

15 minutes or so for the first hour or so, if 

you use Rescue remedy mix it with this 

too. 

Remedies will be affective in water   

buckets and drinkers, put 1ml or so in and 

add it fresh daily 

In an electrolyte brew/milk/honey and 

water mix add 4 or 5 drops each time you 

make a new batch. 

It is wonderful to hear of more and more 

people working with natural medicines 

and I have many stories of success. 

Dr Sarah Brett is the president of      

Kimberley Wildlife Rescue Inc, 

Kununurra, and has had a mixed animal 

and wildlife Veterinary practice in 

Kununurra for the past 20 years. 

. 

All persons caring for flying foxes and 

insectivorous bats must be vaccinated 

against Australian  Bat  Lyssavirus 

(ABL) and must  regularly consult their 

General Practitioner or Public Health 

Unit to maintain vaccinations.  There is a 

course of three rabies vaccine injections, 

given over one month (days zero, seven 

and 28). The vaccine does not offer    

protection until after the third dose is 

given. It is recommended that titre levels 

are then checked for  protection status.  

Also check titre levels before booster 

doses. 
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Following the suggestion of a wildlife 

rehabilitator QWRC has produced orange 

carcase tags in an effort to reduce the 

number of times rehabbers/motorists stop 

to check carcases on road sides around 

the State. 

The tag  is designed to fit around a leg, 

front or hind, or a tail and to stick up in 

the air.  Its bright colour allows it to be 

easily seen. Being made of paper it will 

breakdown along with the carcase and not 

be detrimental to the environment. 

It is the aim that these tags will be easily 

visible from a passing car signifying that 

a carcase has already been checked thus 

allowing more rehabbers to drive in 

straighter lines! 

These tags have received the support and 

approval of the Department of Resource 

management (DERM), the Department of 

Employment, Economic Development 

and Innovation (DEEDI), the Royal   

Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 

Animals (RSPCA) and the Royal     

Automobile Club of Queensland 

(RACQ). 

Following feedback, the next batch to be 

printed will be slightly longer and have 

the text printed on the end that sticks up. 

QWRC members will be receiving a 

small supply with their new membership 

cards.  Please contact your local QWRC 

councillor if you would like to receive 

more of these tags.  Supply will depend 

on demand and availability. 

QWRC Carcase Tags 
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QWRC has a Disaster Appeal for Wildlife, which was set up to assist  carers affected 

by any natural disaster.  This will of course include help to carers affected by the   

recent floods and Cyclone Yasi.  

 

QWRC's Disaster Trust account is with CUA BSB 814-282 Acc No 30932248  We 

ask that people please use their surname as a reference or you can post donations   

directly to The Secretary, PO Box 488, Archerfield QLD 4108.    

 

We will ensure all funds are distributed where they are most needed.  To date 

QWRC has been able to assist in flood affected areas by: 

 Contacting carers & groups known to QWRC to find out what help they need. 

 Sourcing and coordinating emergency supplies of food for flood isolated  carers        

(some of these were sent from one of our QWRC Councillors personal food stocks) 

 Co-ercing family members to assist with pickups and deliveries of emergency 

food supplies 

 All foods purchased to date have been charged to one of our QWRC member's                 

account   

 Recording and liaising offers of help for clean up and rebuilding 

 Recording and liaising offers of various supplies donated 

 Managing donations from Victoria 

 Recording carers who do need assistance and finding them the assistance they 

needed 

 Researching ways and means to assist with revegetating affected areas to provide 

food for wildlife 

 Liaising with various groups offering assistance for those in need including, 

IFAW, Conservation Volunteers Aust, Wildlife Qld, AVA, RSPCA wildlife branch & 

groups from other States. 

QWRC Disaster Appeal 

PLEASE HELP OUR HARDWORKING TREASURER BY CLEARLY     

IDENTIFYING THE PURPOSE OF ALL FUNDS WHETHER SENT IN THE 

MAIL OR  BY DIRECT  BANK DEPOSIT. 

REMEMBER THAT ALL MEMBERSHIP FORMS (new or renewal) MUST BE 

COMPLETED AND SIGNED FOR INSURANCE PURPOSES. 
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 Annette Colling - recently appointed 

as the Wildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation 

Coordinator for RSPCA Qld. 

I have moved from NSW where I was 

working as a native mammal zoo keeper 

and previously managed a wildlife    

sanctuary where we bred quolls and   

various other threatened species. 

Some of you will be familiar with the 

1300ANIMAL (1300 264625) rescue 

service that we offer, used to report    

injured or distressed animals. The       

objective of the 1300ANIMAL number is 

to centralise, simplify and expediate the 

reporting and rescue of animals who are 

injured on the road, sick or orphaned. The 

RSPCA call centre (manned 24 hours all 

year round) will then direct the call to the 

nearest wildlife rescuer or rescue group in 

that area. The call centre operator       

telephones a carer or rescuer directly 

whilst the finder is on hold, and they can 

then be connected directly to each other. 

The program is currently operating only 

in Queensland but it is an initiative that 

will eventually go national. 

Currently I am looking for people to be 

included in the database. ―Shelter Mate‖ 

is the RSPCA's database that can search 

for a rescuer or carer by species and   

suburb. I would like to encourage     

carers to register as a rescue contact 

for your area; this will ensure the      

success of the program statewide. We 

will attempt to ring individual carers/

rescuers for a rescue job  prior to         

contacting wildlife groups as this will cut 

out the middle man and help will get to 

the animal a lot quicker. It will also take a 

lot of the strain off group phone          

coordinators. You can download a      

registration form from the RSPCA Qld 

website under Wildlife or contact me on 

07 34269986 or by email and I will send 

you one.  

If anyone has any questions or comments 

please feel free to contact me. I have been 

a wildlife carer in NSW for about 12 

years, so having recently moved to    

Brisbane for my new job, I am looking 

forward to getting to know the QLD   

carers! I will be the main person        

ringing  for  RSPCA wildlife  rescue jobs, 

so if I happen to ring you please say hi!! 



RnR Page 27 

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed 



RnR Page 28 

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed 

Print Post approved PP 424022/1941 


	wa pOULTRY aD.pdf
	 
	W A POULTRY EQUIPMENT 
	&
	PINE HILL SHEETMETAL 
	and
	 WIRE WORKS
	Great to help save PINKYs
	Great to help save PINKYs





