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In this issue: 

 Bat Hospital Visitor Centre 

 Hints on Incorporation 

 Percy’s Road to Recovery 

 Wildlife and Oil don’t mix 

 Carer Profile -  Stacey Gordon 

  Oz Zoo Rescue Unit  -  Turtle 

 RSPCA – Bob Irwin 

 Raptor Aviary 

 Roadkill Survey    

 Carer Hints & Tips -  

 Wildlife Vet  -  Hints 

          H elp save a tree or two                                    

Choose to have your RnR delivered  
electronically.                               

Email: secretary@qwrc.org.au. 

RnR is produced by The Queensland 

Wildlife Rehabilitation Council twice a 

year.  It is  distributed (by request), free 

of charge, to all licensed wildlife         

rehabilitators throughout Queensland.  

To ensure you continue to receive a 

copy, either by post or email, please 

send your contact details to:                                

secretary@qwrc.org.au. 

 

  

 Hendra virus is a cause of sporadic disease in horses and humans, and is not 

related to equine influenza. 

 While Hendra virus is present in Flying fox populations, the risk of horses 

being infected is very low. 

 In previous situations where Hendra virus has been confirmed, no cases of the 

infection have been found in animals other than horses. 

 The few cases of Hendra virus infection have been the result of very close 

contact with horses infected with the virus. 

 There is no evidence of human-to-human spread of Hendra virus. 

RnR is printed 
on recycled    
paper (except the 
cover) 

Opinions expressed in RnR are not necessarily 

those of the Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation 

Council. 

       Copyright — Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council 

    Hendra Virus - the facts 

Continued on Page 9 
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From the Chair.. 
 

―It‘s cold! I don‘t want to get out of bed!‖  

Sound familiar?  I am sure most of us 

have said just that to ourselves a few 

times over the past few weeks.  By the 

time you read this it should be starting to 

warm up and we will all be getting ready 

for the onslaught of animals requiring 

assistance so familiar to Spring. 

QWRC has, as usual, been working hard 

for its members.  Financial QWRC   

members have access to a free safety vest 

for which our sincere thanks goes out to 

Queensland Department of Main Roads 

(QDMR). 

Members have also had the opportunity 

to receive a free fuel card in recognition 

of the many miles so many rehabilitators 

travel each year in the interests of our 

native wildlife. 

We have produced a new Best Practice 

Guide for members so if that is you be 

sure to go to the members section of our 

website to download your copy. 

Through a grant QWRC has been able to 

purchase a number of GPS units that will 

be available for hire to QWRC members, 

at minimal cost, to log the location of 

road kill.  This will assist us in providing 

better information to QDMR that can be 

used to improve signage and road design 

in an effort to reduce the numbers of  

animals killed each year on our roads.  

These units can also be used to collect 

data on where animals are found and  

released. 

QWRC called for nominations for shire 

representatives in districts 2, 4, 6 8, and 

10  with   the  necessary  elections   being  

 

held by the end of August ready for our 

AGM on September 28th.  All QWRC 

members are invited to that AGM to be 

held in the 6th floor conference room of 

the Primary Industries building 80 Ann 

Street Brisbane at 3pm.  This AGM will 

follow our normal monthly meeting.  We 

do ask that if you are intending to attend 

the AGM you let us know by either    

contacting your local QWRC councillor 

or the QWRC chair (see contact details 

on page 13) so that we can ensure we 

have enough seats available. 

We are always open to suggestions as to 

what QWRC can do for rehabilitators or 

issues you feel we should investigate.  

Remember to visit our website where we 

are continuing to provide lots of info for 

rehabilitators. 

Keep up the great work! 

Till next time 

Cheers          

    Annie 
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Editorial..  

We have finally been able to bring some 

colour into RnR, if only the front and 

back cover at the moment.  I hope you 

like the changes that include extra pages 

and enjoy all the photos.  The back cover 

is to be used for any  photos that QWRC 

members wish to  submit.  I have chosen 

a few for this issue but it‘s over to you in 

the future.  Please also submit any ID or 

other relevant information such as the 

story of the  animal in care. 

 

For those of you wondering about      

becoming an incorporated group we have 

included Part 1 (of 3) of the information 

required from the Queensland             

Department of Fair Trading.  If you can‘t 

wait for the other two issues then there is 

a web link for reference. 

 

In the next issue we are planning to give 

hints on fundraising for non-profit 

groups.  This will, of course, include the 

various grants that are available but there 

are also other ways of receiving          

assistance.  Note (opposite page)  the list 

of organisations  that helped fund the Bat 

Hospital Visitor Centre.  There is also a 

long list of  people who helped with the 

Raptor Rehabilitation Aviary (page 

20/21).    My own recent experience was 

receiving some wonderful help from a 

Crane Hire company but that‘s another 

story!  My philosophy is ‘if you don‘t ask 

(very nicely of course) then you won‘t 

get‘.   You may get knocked back but 

then you may also get pleasantly sur-

prised.  If you have any fundraising hints 

and tips you wish to share in the next 

issue please let me know. 

 

There are still some $10 BP fuel cards    

waiting to be claimed by you (QWRC 

members).  Just send a SAE to the   

Treasurer at the address  below.  If you 

feel that you do not need one of these 

cards then perhaps you might like to 

claim it and then donate it to another 

carer.  A group of QWRC members could 

get together and donate several cards to a 

hardworking rescuer who would really 

appreciate the assistance with fuel bills. 

 

Safety vests that have been donated by 

Main Roads department for QWRC 

members are also still available. See page 

23 for vest photos.  The application forms 

are on the website  with $5.50 postage for 

a single vest. If you wish to get together 

with some friends to save on postage then 

it is  approximately $10 for 2 to 5 vests 

(Exact price on query). 

 

Please tell us what you think about 
this issue. Also what you would 
like to read about, give us your  
stories, your  photos, your ideas.  
Deadline for the next issue is 15 

January 2010.  

Write to:  

The Editor, PO Box 488,  

ARCHERFIELD QLD 4108 

Email: editor@qwrc.org.au 
 
Judy Elliott 
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Dr Westcott is involved in local bat     

research at CSIRO in Atherton, and Dr 

Hall is a world authority on bats working 

with Steve Parish on a range of books 

about bats. Together they told fascinating 

stories and showed superb photographs.   

  

Open days were held at the bat hospital 

over the weekend, attracting a wide range  

of locals and tourists. Batty people came 

from far and wide.  

A wide range of organisations helped to 

fund the Visitor Centre including:      

Australian Geographic Society,      

Queensland Government Blueprint for 

the Bush  program, Wet Tropics        

Management  Authority, North      

Queensland Wildlife Trust, Wildlife  

Conservancy of Tropical Queensland, 

various philanthropic organisations in the 

UK and USA, Reef Casino and Gambling 

Community  Benefit Funds, and the 

Wildlife  Preservation Society of   

Queensland.  

 

The Bat Hospital became an incorporated 

community group in 2002 and a         

registered charity in 2008. It works for 

the conservation of bats and their habitat 

through the rescue of sick and injured 

bats, support of research, and educational 

programs through schools and the visitor 

centre.  

 

The visitor centre features iron work by 

local artisan Hans Pehl, artwork by Daryl 

Dickson, information displays by Bryony 

Barnett and Kristy Day, and a fabulous 

tile mosaic floor created as a community 

arts project coordinated by Christina 

Bahrdt. Respected local wildlife artist 

Daryl Dickson exhibited and auctioned a 

new painting to commemorate the    

opening. An intriguing insight into the 

world of bats, the real stars of the night 

was enjoyed by everyone. 

Jenny Maclean 

Bat Hospital  

Visitor Centre  

Atherton‘s new Bat Hospital Visitor   

Centre was officially opened on 22     

August 2009 with a special event in town 

at the International Club. Guest speakers 

were Steve Parish, well-known wildlife 

photographer, and bat scientists Drs Les 

Hall and David Westcott.  

www.tolgabathospital.org     www.wildlifefriendlyfencing.com 

Steve Parish signing books 

http://www.tolgabathospital.org
http://www.wildlifefriendlyfencing.com
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This is part one of an article on being an 

incorporated association. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any group of persons can work as a 

group without becoming incorporated 

however taking that extra step carries 

both legal responsibilities and benefits 

for the group. 
 

According to the Office of Fair Trading 

(OFT) to become an incorporated        

association in Queensland you must be a 

group with at least seven members and a 

not-for-profit association. 
 

To  beco me  incorpora ted ,  a n              

association must: 

 vote for it by a three-quarter       

majority 

 lodge the required paperwork with 

OFT and pay the specified fee 

 elect a president, secretary and 

treasurer (two different people must 

hold the president and treasurer  

positions) 

 adopt a set of operating rules (model 

rules or constitution) 

 have an address in Queensland 

where documents can be personally 

served. 

Association names must: 

 contain only English characters 

 not be easily mistaken for the name 

of another incorporated association, 

Australian organisation, business or 

cooperative 

 have the word ‗Incorporated‘ or the 

abbreviation ‗Inc.‘ at the end of the 

name. 

All incorporated associations must have a 

constitution. This written set of rules out 

lines the association‘s operations,       

including members‘ rights, how the   

management committee works and how 

meetings run. All association members 

should have access to a copy of the    

association‘s rules. 
 

The model rules produced by the OFT are 

a standard set of rules that an              

incorporated association can use instead 

of writing their own. If an association 

makes any changes to the model rules, 

they become the association‘s own rules 

rather than the model rules. The rules 

only become effective once the           

association is incorporated through the 

OFT.  An association can apply to      

register amendments to its rules, or adopt 

the latest version of the model rules, at 

any time using the OFT required        

paperwork and paying the specified fee. 
 

Several things must happen after your 

association becomes incorporated:  

 Any assets, liabilities, rights or legal 

proceedings of the unincorporated 

association are transferred to the 

newly incorporated association. 

 

Hints on becoming an Incorporated Association 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Continued on Page 7 
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  Education - Research - Information 

 Once OFT issue the certificate of  

incorporation, your association must   

obtain a common seal (rubber stamp) 

with the association‘s full name 

(including the word ‗Incorporated‘ or 

the abbreviation ‗Inc.‘) and the words 

‗Common Seal‘. The seal legally        

identifies the association on         

documents and provides proof of 

name on legal documents 

 Keep a set of books (for at least     

seven years and in English) to record 

including: 

 financial transactions 

 a list of current members 

 minutes of general meetings 

and  committee meetings 

 a register of assets. 

 

 Arrange with the Registrar of Titles 

to transfer property currently        

registered in the trustees‘ names to 

the association. 

 Investigate whether the association 

needs to take out public liability          

insurance (PLI). 

 Open a bank account in the          

association‘s name with a financial      

institution in Queensland. The      

institution may need a copy of the 

certificate  of  incorporation and    

association rules.  
 

PLI protects your association if a person 

is injured, or their property is damaged, 

due to an incident on the association‘s      

property or the association‘s actions.  PLI 

is compulsory if the association owns or 

leases land, or holds land in trust.        

Although PLI may not be compulsory for 

an incorporated association it will be   

required by most places at which the   

association may wish to carry out        

fundraising activities. Your association‘s 

management committee must assess the 

association‘s situation and decide how 

much insurance it needs, if any.  (Note 

that financial membership of QWRC   

offers cover by both PLI and Volunteer 

Workers Personal Accident Insurance.) 
 

For further information about             

incorporation and access to all the       

paperwork required visit the OFT at  
 

www.fairtrading.qld.gov.au/
associations-nonprofits.htm   

In the next issue we will look at the roles 

and tasks of each elected committee   

member of a group. Our thanks goes to 

the OFT for information supplied for this 

article. 

Continued from Page 6 

www.oscillot.com.au  - restraining cats 

www.wildlifeadvocate.com/write.htm  -  hunting in National Parks (NSW) 

www.frogwatch.org.au -  using fences to control cane toads 

http://www.fairtrading.qld.gov.au/associations-nonprofits.htm
http://www.fairtrading.qld.gov.au/associations-nonprofits.htm
http://www.wildlifeadvocate.com/write.htm
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Percy – a young Pelican, came into my 

care after receiving a phone call from 

Qld. Parks and Wildlife.  They had     

rescued a Pelican from the Avondale 

area, where he had been wandering 

around for several weeks. 

His injuries were from a gun shot, which 

had gone through the elbow of his right 

wing and then through the upper bill, 

taking about 3.5cm off the tip.  This   

section of the bill is vital for a pelican to 

survive, as it has a small hook-like     

protrusion on it, which enables the bird to 

reach oil glands for preening and water-

proofing its feathers.  Without this  hook-

like feature the feathers do not receive 

oil, thereby drying out, and the bird then 

becomes waterlogged. 

He had been unable to fly or feed      

properly, his  feathers were in a bad state, 

and his feet calloused from spending 

most of the time ―footing‖ it on land.  He 

was in poor condition. 

Dr. Peter Gardiner from East Bundaberg 

Veterinary Clinic checked him over and 

said it was possible to rehabilitate and 

care for him.  So Percy became part of 

the family. 

Feeding was going to be a challenge, as 

Pelicans eat about a kilo of fish a day. 

QPWS approached the owners of V & P 

Seafood‘s and they were only to happy to 

help out, so began the twice or three 

times a week ritual of collecting, sorting 

and bagging up fish etc from the fish 

shop. For the first three days I had to 

force feed Percy, pilchards being his  

favourite.  I had to cut everything into 

strips and inject it with multivitamins to 

build his condition up.  He was a fussy 

eater but after gaining his trust it became 

easier. 

Our dam is a natural haven for wildlife 

with an enclosed section to exclude 

predators. This became Percy‘s new 

home until he had recovered. 

Percy re-injured his wing which set him 

back a little, but our main problem was 

keeping the bandage on and dry.  After 

brainstorming, the answer, though      

unusual, was simple and successful – a 

condom was stretched and placed over 

the bandage.  Yes, we did get all the 

jokes about his wing being …. 

Percy became very quiet and manageable, 

and became a great mate. During the day 

he swam on the dam and at night he was 

happy locked up in a safe haven. 

 Percy’s Road to Recovery 

Percy in poor condition with wing    

bandaged and  tip of his bill missing 
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The top section of his bill started to    

regrow and his feet were now callous 

free. 

Percy would come along whenever I     

visited primary schools to give talks on 

Pelicans and teach children how to look 

after the environment and wildlife. 

Then one day young Percy went missing, 

we searched till dark, but nothing.  The 

next morning I had another walk to see if 

I could find him – as I walked along our 

boundary fence I looked over and saw 

him happily swimming around on the 

neighbour‘s dam – it seems the grass was 

greener on the other side. He returned 

home with us for a while but something 

called him back to the neighbour‘s dam – 

another Pelican.  The island in the middle 

of this dam is a safe haven for a flightless 

Pelican and he now has a few mates, who 

drop in to say hello and spend time with 

him. 

Percy and I are not as close now, but that 

is how it should be – that is what being a 

carer is all about.  Percy has his freedom 

and I have the satisfaction of knowing 

that as a wildlife carer, I have released 

him into a semi-natural condition, even 

though he can never be returned fully to 

the wild.  

“Feed me” - Percy on his way to      

recovery in his safe haven 

Dave Derrett 

                                   Hendra virus 
 
 Since 1994, Hendra virus has been confirmed only 12 times involving about 

40 horses and 6 humans. 

 Hendra virus is normally carried by Flying foxes; however, these animals 

should not be targeted for unnecessary culling.  These animals are critical to 

our environment.  They pollinate our native trees and spread seeds.  Without 

them, we wouldn‘t have our Eucalypt forests, rainforests and Melaleucas. 

Notify suspected Hendra virus cases by contacting: 

 QPIF on 13 25 23 (during business hours) 

 the Emergency Animal Disease Watch Hotline on 1800 675 888 (24 hours) 
 

Contact the Queensland Health Hotline on 13Health (432584) if you have concerns 

about possible exposure of people to Hendra virus. 

More information is available at www.dpi.qld.gov.au 

 

     Continued from Page 2 

Biosecurity Queensland 
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On 11 March this year the hull of the 

container ship Pacific Adventurer was 

pierced in two locations by its own    

shipping containers after 31 had fallen 

overboard in rough seas. About 270   

tonnes of oil spilled into the sea off the 

east coast of Moreton Island as a result. 

The oil washed ashore contaminating 

beaches on the Sunshine Coast, and 

Bribie and  Moreton islands. 
 

While this became Queensland‘s largest 

oil spill for many years the impact on 

wildlife was not as severe as it could have 

been. The rough seas associated with 

Cyclone Hamish that occurred during the 

oil spill had also kept seabirds well away 

from the exposed oiled beaches.        

Consequently even though over 20,000     

observations of birds were made in the 

area by DERM staff and the Queensland 

Wader Study Group only about 100 birds 

were found to have come into contact 

with any oil (mainly on their legs and 

feet).  

Of these, 19 heavily oiled animals were 

taken into captive care. Only three other 

animals were most likely to have died 

from oil-related causes. 

 
 

 

Oiled animals taken into     
captive care: 

13 Australian pelicans 

  2 silver gulls 

  1 sacred kingfisher 

  1 lesser crested tern 

  1 wedge-tailed shearwater 

  1 sea snake 

Animal mortalities (believed to 
be directly attributed to the oil 

spill): 
 

  1 little tern 

  1 great-winged or providence   

      petrel                   

  1 sea snake 

Wildlife and oil don’t mix 

And they can’t wait 

to be free. DERM 

rangers release the  

r e h a b i l i t a t e d       

Pelicans back on 

Moreton Island.  

DERM 

Continued on Page 11 
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             Hints and Tips  
  (for carers  -  from carers) 

In the early stages of the spill DERM 

rangers removed turtle hatchlings from 

beaches north of Caloundra and moved 

them for release to oil-free beaches north 

of the spill. Twenty-one other turtle nests 

in the area were also surrounded by cages 

and monitored to ensure hatchlings could 

be contained and isolated from the oil and 

then released to clean beaches. 

 

Ten adult turtles (8 Green and 2 Logger-

head) were also oiled however this was 

secondary as the animals were already 

suffering other health problems and were 

only oiled when coming ashore to strand. 

Two dead oiled turtles also washed 

ashore but again the oiling had not caused 

their deaths. 

 

A wildlife care facility was set up in a 

large warehouse at Lytton by DERM to 

treat any oiled wildlife in accordance 

with internationally accepted standards. 

Both the facility design and care practices 

were checked and endorsed by RSPCA 

inspectors and a DERM specialist     

wildlife vet to ensure it met the animals‘ 

welfare requirements. 

Trained staff from DERM and Taronga 

Zoo cleaned the birds, with three people 

taking up to two hours to wash and rinse 

each bird. The birds were then kept at 

David Fleay Wildlife Park and           

Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary for several 

weeks before being released back to the 

wild. Normally oil rehabilitated birds are 

released as quickly as possible once they 

are ready to minimise captive care issues. 

In this instance because of the species 

involved and the high risk of secondary 

oiling the birds were kept in a captive 

environment until the beaches were   

classified as clean.  

 

The whole operation was a success and 

showed how the State Government,    

private zoos and organisations could 

work together to manage contaminated 

wildlife incidents. DERM would like to 

acknowledge the tireless efforts of    

wildlife volunteers, Taronga Zoo, Caltex, 

Underwater World, Australia Zoo, 

RSPCA, and Sea World for their        

contributions.  

 

 
Department of Environment 

and  Resource Management 

Continued from  Page 10 

Constipated possums need water, so either give it to them separately or put more 

water in their formula for a few days.  Any possum with head or jaw injuries can be  

fed through a  syringe, with either Ensure or Sustagen, thickened a little with High 

Protein Cereal or Lorikeet mix. They can  also be fed just straight Lorikeet mix for a 

short time by the same method.  I have kept a possum with a broken jaw and 

smashed teeth going really well for over a month with this formula until he  

recovered enough to undergo surgery to fix his dental problems.    
     Trish Mathers 
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PO Box 1097,Archerfield, Qld 4108 

Ph/Fax :  0754 268 088     Mobile:  0417 749 501 

Email:  wildlifesupplies@iprimus.com.au 

Web:  www.wildlifesupplies.com.au 

ABN: 95 930 787 149 

Specialising in the supply of quality products to carers, breeders 

& keepers of Australian native birds, mammals & reptiles: 

Foods & Supplements:   Wombaroo-Passwell, Crest, Vetafarm & more 

Vitamin/Boosters:   wide range of vitamin, mineral & probiotic preparations 

Feeding Equipment:   bottles, teats, syringes (glass & plastic), crop needle, feeding 

spoons & tweezers etc, 

Hygiene:   safe & effective disinfectants, cleaning aids, 

Emergency/critical care:   IV fluids & catheters, syringes & needles, thermometers 

& stethoscopes & laboratory supplies etc 

Anti-parasitics:   comprehensive range of preparations for both internal & external 

parasite control & treatment, 

Housing:   most pet shop lines available, possum boxes & more 

Live foods:   mealworms, crickets, mice, fly pupae etc 

Books and Manuals:   comprehensive range  containing information on wildlife 

rehabilitation, husbandry, vet nursing & medicine, biology, ecology, species ID/field 

guides, & much more. 

Australian Wildlife Supplies uses a percentage of profits to sponsor 

and support wildlife rehabilitation, conservation and events. 

A mail order company 
offering efficient door
-to-door service with 
friendly assistance/
advice and very low 
prices 

                      ADVERTISEMENT 
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Your local representatives: 
 

District 1 — Cape York/Dry Tropics/Gulf 

Penny Johnson 

Phone: 4069 6229 

 

District 3 — Savannah/Townsville Marine 

Eleanor Pollock 

Phone: 4779 7708 

 

District 4  —  Mackay/Whitsundays 

Jacqui Webb 

Phone: 4947 3308 

 

District 5 — Capricorn/Gladstone 

Annie Saunders 

Phone: 4975 6281 

 

District 7 — Wide Bay Burnett/Great Sandy 

Judy Elliott 

Phone: 4156 5382 

 

District 9 — Toowoomba 

Trish Lee Hong 

Phone: 4630 5208 

 

District 10 — Sunshine Coast/Southern Marine 

Glendell Appleford 

Phone:  0413 453722 

 

District 11— Southeast/Moreton Bay 

Vicky Dawson 

Phone: 3200 0592 

 

CONTACTING QWRC 

 

POSTAL ADDRESS: 

PO Box 488, ARCHERFIELD 4108 
 

TELEPHONE:  

Refer to local representative list  
 

EMAIL:  

secretary@qwrc.org.au 
editor@qwrc.org.au 

 

WEBSITE: 

 www.qwrc.org.au 
 

Please address all correspondence 

to the Secretary. 

  

MOVING HOUSE  

or changing your email address 

Remember to advise QWRC 

We receive a number of Return to Sender 
RnRs after each mailing.  Numerous 
emails also bounce which would indicate 
that our mailing list is not being kept up to 
date.  

Remember that EPA are  unable (due to   
privacy laws) to advise us of any carer 
details.  It is therefore vital that YOU tell 
US of any changes.  Groups please 

note. 
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MEMBERSHIP  

BENEFITS 

 
 Membership of the State representative body. 

 A collective voice for rehabilitation. 

 Access to a network of carers across the State. 

 Financial membership offers cover under QWRC’s Public   
Liability and Volunteer Workers Insurance policies. 

 Support with wildlife rehabilitation and welfare. 

 Access to QWRC endorsed training courses. 

 Access to professional advice, information and data. 

 Access to Best Practice Guidelines. 

All members of QWRC have their name, 

phone number and email  details listed in  

District order in the members area of the 

QWRC website www.qwrc.org.au.  

Would you like to contact 

other carers in your area? 

Members will  receive a twice yearly newsletter (in-between issues of 
RnR).  Members are eligible to nominate for a position as district   
representative on QWRC and to vote at elections. 

As a member you will also  help to build a strong council that will be 
able to better support its members, and  advocate on their behalf. 
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Post to:  

The Secretary 

 PO Box 488 

 ARCHERFIELD QLD 4108 

      Membership Application Form 
Surname.………………………………………………………….. 

First Name ………………………..………….…………………… 

Date of Birth …………………….…………. 

Residential Address…………….………….…………………………………………………………. 

………………………………….………….……………………………………………………………. 

Postal address….……………….………….…………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………….……………………………………………………………….. 

Regional Council in which you reside …………………………………………………………….. 

Telephone  (H) .……………..………….……………...   (Mob)……………………………….. …. 

                   (W)……..…..……………………………… 

Email ……………………………………...………….…….…………………………………………. 

Group Name ………………………...………….……………………………………………………. 

 

I, the above named, understand and agree that my name and contact  details will be stored on a member 

data base by QWRC for its use and may be circulated to all other members of QWRC around the state.        

I further understand that these details will not be sold for any purpose. 

 

Signed……………………………….………….…         Dated………….………………………….. 

 

Annual Membership AU$20 (calendar year)  

 

I enclose cheque /money order for $......................... made payable to QWRC 
 

OR   

Direct Deposit to the QWRC bank account at Credit Union Australia  

 BSB No 804 050     Account No 30644404  

 Please use your surname as a reference number for this transaction 
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MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL 

JOIN OR RENEW NOW AND RECEIVE 

 A $10 BP FUEL CARD  

Only available until the grant funding runs 

out.   

QWRC has negotiated with the Department of Main Roads 

for safety vests to be supplied to all our members.  

BONUS....BONUS….BONUS 

All new and renewal memberships can claim a safety vest .  
One vest per member.  While stocks last.  See the member 
section of the QWRC website to obtain the necessary      

paperwork. 

If you wish to become a member of QWRC, contact your local 
QWRC representative, make  further enquiries about QWRC or 
raise further issues relating to wildlife rehabilitation, please   
contact the Secretary at PO Box 488 ARCHERFIELD QLD 4108 
or email secretary@qwrc.org.au. 

WHY NOT JOIN US? 

 

THERE HAS NEVER BEEN  
A BETTER TIME TO JOIN    

  QWRC 
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Australia Zoo Rescue 

Australia Zoo Rescue Unit recently    

released a 120Kg Adult Male Loggerhead 

Turtle ‗Rafael‘ that was rescued on  

Moreton Island by Tangalooma Resort 

Staff.   

‗Rafael‘ initially presented with a      

tourniquet injury to the front right flipper 

and rope injuries to the neck from      

entanglement with a crab pot line and 

float.  

‗Rafael‘ subsequently underwent        

amputation surgery on the necrotic     

flipper and two months of intensive care 

and rehabilitation at the Australian   

Wildlife Hospital. Prior to his release, we 

were able to attach a satellite tracking 

device that was kindly donated by      

Sirtrack. We are now able to monitor his 

movements via a weekly update from the 

University of Queensland researcher Dr 

Hamish Campbell, as part of a            

collaborative research project with     

University Of Queensland, Australian 

Wildlife Hospital, Sirtrack, and the 

Queensland Government‘s Department of               

Environment and Natural Resources 

In the first week after ‗Rafael‘s‘ release, 

he travelled from Mooloolaba on the  

Sunshine Coast, approximately 100Km 

south to Moreton Bay –  one GPS fix 

showed he was only 100m away from his 

initial rescue site! ‗Rafael‘  is currently 

frequenting the dive sites near North 

Stradbroke Island and as his tracker will 

last for up to 500 days – we are looking 

forward to gathering longterm data on the 

survivorship of amputation patients.   

You can see all the maps of ‗Rafael‘s‘ 

m o v e m e n t s  a n d  p h o t o s  a t 

www.Australiazoo.com.au  
 

rescue@australiazoo.com.au   

(07) 5436 2000  or  1300 369 652 

Rafael  - the Satellite Tracked Loggerhead Turtle 

http://www.Australiazoo.com.au
mailto:rescue@australiazoo.com.au
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  Carer Profile 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

It was not unusual to have a rooster 

perched on the back of a kitchen chair, 

crowing, or to have a wet orphaned lamb 

drying out by the combustion stove. It 

was just natural, and still is, but now it is 

more likely to be a Curlew, Pademelon, 

or a few Flying foxes hanging out in the 

kitchen. If you have feathers or fur you 

are most  welcome in my home. 

I did a few years of vet nursing in Victo-

ria before moving to Cairns eight years 

ago. Two weeks after arriving in Cairns it 

started….  I found two baby Metallic    

starlings. Then I found an egg in the   

rainforest and so  began my wildlife car-

ing in the tropics. I hatched a Bush-hen 

chick. What a delight. They remain my 

favourite species of bird. (see RnR issue 

no.6 July 2004 for the story on Herbert 

the Bush-hen) 

In Victoria I had cared for many different 

wildlife species, mostly possums, birds 

and the odd Eastern grey roo. Here in the 

far north I had a whole new world of 

wildlife to care for. 

I became a member of FNQ wildlife    

rescue and quickly became known as a 

bird carer or ‗the bird lady‘ by MOP‘s 

who delivered birds they had found to 

me. They certainly kept me busy. Ground 

birds are my favourites, perhaps it is     

because I have always had chooks. 

I moved to the Atherton Tablelands four 

years ago and bought a five acre bush 

block on a creek. It is a great release site 

as we are surrounded by state land and    

undeveloped bush which gives seclusion. 

I have become a volunteer at the Tolga 

Bat Hospital where I have discovered the 

delights of caring for Flying fox babies. I 

usually have a couple of them in care  

during the season and sometimes take 

home the ‗special needs babies‘ to give 

them intensive care. 

I look at each animal in care as an       

individual with needs specific to that little 

person. They are all very special. I could 

tell many stories of the animals that have 

passed through my life and given it   

meaning. I don‘t know life without them. 

My days are filled with thoughts and 

memories of the successes and the        

failures…….and what will this phone call 

bring? 

Wildlife caring is an addiction, my other 

addiction is chocolate! Not bad vices 

really. 

Meet Stacey Gordon  -  a   

wildlife carer who grew up 

around animals. 

    Stacey Gordon 
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 ADVERTISEMENT 
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Brown Falcon Tests New  

Fauna Rescue Whitsunday's 

 Rehabilitation Habitat 

 

 

Fauna Rescue Whitsunday's new         

rehabilitation habitat has it's first bird in 

residence, a Brown Falcon.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This bird was found on the side of the 

road by a concerned member of the    

public and taken to the Bowen            

Veterinary clinic suffering concussion 

and unable to stand. Locum veterinarian, 

Dr Clare Death, treated the bird for shock 

and contacted Bowen carer Betty Gordon.   

 

Betty nursed the bird for two weeks until 

recovered and ready for flighting prior to 

release.  
 

 

 

 

 

This long awaited new facility is 18m x 

6m x 3.9m high and has been designed 

for  the rehabilitation of Raptors (birds of 

prey), but is suitable to house a wide  

variety of other bird species. Fauna    

Rescue Whitsunday are thrilled to be able 

to give the Brown Falcon a second 

chance of survival. The aviary was     

officially opened by Whitsunday        

Regional Council Deputy Mayor, Rogin 

Taylor. 
 

This project was funded largely by Fauna 

Rescue Whitsunday, Whitsunday Shire 

Council, Tony Briggs & Jacqui Webb. 

Jacqui, President, Fauna Rescue       

Whitsunday, thanks the  local  businesses, 

Fauna Rescue members & friends who 

contributed towards the construction and 

donations of materials. Without the    

generous support of Whitsunday Shire 

Council & local businesses plus the 

blood, sweat & tears of some of our   

volunteers, this would not have been  

possible.  
 

Fauna Rescue Whitsunday would like to 

send a special thankyou and  our              

appreciation to the following: 
 

Whitsunday Regional Council, Brett  

Topping Concreting, Jamie Worrell, 

Airlie Boilermaker & Welding Services,      

Porters, Whitsunday Clean Sands, Home  

Hardware Proserpine, Mitre 10 Cannon-

vale, Christine Peterson Whitsunday 

  Continued on page 21 

Gerry O’Connor 
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 Main Roads Survey of Roadkills -  Update 

Jacqui Webb 
 

Catchment Landcare, 

Geoff Cleland, Le-Anne 

& Andy Dinnie, Kerry 

Edwards, Peter Stokes, 

Tony Briggs, Peter 

Basso, Gerry O‘Connor, 

Kylee Gray, Miranda, 

Tatum & Joel Martin 

(the kids cooked a great 

sausage sizzle!) Linden 

Baker, Cheryl Dean, 

Marita Lean & Bill 

Kemp, Karen Bonica, 

Mitch Winter. 
 

 

 Continued from page 20 

Gerry O’Connor 

At this stage Main Roads are still collating the Road Kill data. They are quite grateful 

for everyones input to date, however they really need to have the GPS readings on 

roadkill. I would therefore urge everyone to continue to send info, but please include 

the GPS readings. Now that QWRC have purchased the GPS units, available for hire 

to groups, this should make our information collection more thorough and helpful to 

Main Roads. Let's hope that our efforts will have an impact on future road plannings, 

'official' identication of roadkill hot spots and most importantly minimisation of the 

impact to our wildlife. 

On behalf of Qld Wildlife Rehabilitation Council, I would like to thank everyone to 

date who has supplied information. We know most of you lead very busy lives,    

juggling families and work with wildlife care.  We do appreciate the time you have 

taken to supply the information and please, keep the info coming to:- 

 jacqui.webb@bigpond.com subject Road Kill Info or  post to: 

 PO Box 1051 Proserpine Qld 4800.  

Please refer to the QWRC website www.qwrc.org.au for information  if your group 

who would like to hire a GPS to assist you with this survey.  
 

Survey Form is now on the QWRC website - 

http://www.qwrc.org.au/survey.html 

mailto:jacqui.webb@bigpond.com
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The Wildlife Vet  

 Phone for a convenient time - most 

veterinary clinics work by appointments. 

 Remember staff and vets at     

Christmas.  Little surprises of  home-

made biscuits go a long way for smokos. 

 Have animals bagged, caged or    

enclosed, it‘s for their safety too. 

Don‘t walk into a vet clinic with a bat 

hanging off your person. Hang your bat 

from a stick across the top of a cat cage. 

Many vets don‘t relate well to anybody 

walking in with a bat hanging off their 

person. Besides being a potential health 

hazard for everyone, many vets would 

consider it a lack of respect for staff and 

clients. Many clinics have stated out-

right that no bats both macro and   

micro will be seen. That is their right, 

don‘t argue. Find a clinic where the staff 

are vaccinated for Rabies and are happy 

to handle bats. 

 We    would    prefer   to   see    the  

animal when  it first gets sick, not after 

five days of other carers‘ guesswork. 

What really gets up our nose is people 

playing us off against another vet‘s 

t r ea t me n t  a p p r o a c h  o r  a  r e -                

commendation made by some local 

―rehabilitation expert‖.  Carers some-

times go from one vet to another to get 

the outcome they desire without ever 

telling the second vet that they have  

already sought advice and they want a 

second opinion. Please remember that 

vets do talk to each other and do learn 

about carers not  telling them the whole 

story. 

 Always tell the vet the truth even if 

you have caused the problem by using 

the wrong milk, wrong drug, wrong dose 

or whatever. We can only make correct 

decisions regarding treatment if we 

know all the facts. 

 Most vets don‘t live in their work-

places and do try to get an occasional 

life with their own families…think   

before you ring on Sunday evening 

about an animal that has been sick for a 

week. 

 Openly discuss costs beforehand so 

 no one is surprised - x-ray costs, body      

disposal fees, medicines, euthanasia 

fees, etc.  Vets give many thousands of 

dollars in pro bono work already, so just 

don‘t take it all for granted. 

     Continued on Page 23 

So you want to take your wildlife case to see the vet?  

Here are a few hints from a vet who sees wildlife daily. 
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 Remember that Christmas can occur 

throughout the year. 

 Bring any notes (no matter how         

trivial), history, past treatments,         

medications with you. Good carers are 

often aware of the latest treatments and a 

new graduate may not know them. It 

takes years of experience to make a   

wildlife vet so help with information and 

don‘t  criticise any lack of knowledge, 

especially in a recent graduate. 

 

 

 Don‘t have the expectation that   

because you are a wildlife carer every-

thing will be free. Not all veterinary   

clinics have the same policy when it 

comes to treating wildlife. Some will give 

their time free but expect you to pay for 

drugs and materials. Some will donate 

some drugs but will  expect payment for 

x-rays and surgery -  it varies for each 

clinic. 

Jim Pollock BVSc    

A retired vet who just happens to treat      

wildlife every day. 

 

 Continued from Page 22 

 Safety Vests donated by  

 Main Roads department 

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council wish to thank the Main Roads      

department for their donation of 200 safety vests for use by wildlife carers when 

doing rescues.  This will make it much safer for them and the public.  Please refer 

to page 4 or 16 if you are a QWRC member who has not yet claimed your vest. 

There are two Velcro 

fasteners on the front 

and writing your name 

on the back is of 

course optional! 
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Bob Irwin joined forces with the RSPCA 

Qld team in June last year.  Widely    

respected for his lifelong work in wildlife 

preservation and conservation Bob‘s  

profile and expertise will help the charity 

that cares for all creatures, great and 

small. ―I‘ve always admired the work of 

the RSPCA,‖ said Mr Irwin. ―Obviously 

my passion is wildlife and the RSPCA is 

seeing its wildlife intake increase       

dramatically. I feel I can make a real 

contribution‖.  

RSPCA Qld is building a Wildlife     

Hospital at its new Animal Care Centre at 

Wacol and Bob, Janet and the team are 

working together, combining expertise. 

Bob is also lending his     

support to EMU, the 

RSPCA‘s Mobile Education 

Unit. In return RSPCA Qld 

has been assisting Bob‘s  

Wildlife  Fund  to  allow  

Bob  to work on special   

projects, one in  particular in 

Yatala, South Australia on 

the plight of the Wombat.  

The Education Dept has   

tailored a ―Caring for      

Wildlife‖ lesson especially 

for Bob and the Yatala    

community.  We‘ve seen Bob 

at  Montville, The Gala    

Dinner, Turning of the sod at 

Wacol and Open Day. We are honoured 

to have Bob‘s profile and  expertise,  

particularly for the specialised Wildlife 

Hospital at the Animal Care Campus, 

Helping animals, Enlightening people, 

Changing lives.  

wildlife@rspcaqld.org.au 

        

     Bob Irwin ties the knot with RSPCA Qld 

Mark Townend , Robert Schwarten and Bob Irwin 

07 3426 9910 

mailto:wildlife@rspcaqld.org.au
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Know Thy Acronym 

I received a call from Nigel, (he quite 

often brings me injured wildlife). He had 

a wallaby that had taken refuge in his 

house and shed overnight. Apparently he 

had startled the animal when he went into 

the shed and it had hopped through the 

house, sat on the edge of the spa for a 

while and then made it's way back to the 

shed. He could see no injuries at all. 

Maybe something had spooked it during 

the night and it had taken shelter in his 

shed. As I was working the day I advised 

him to keep his old dog inside and leave 

the shed door open in the hope the      

wallaby would move out of it's own   

accord. Nigel rang me back later in the 

day to say the wallaby was going        

nowhere, mind you most wallabies are 

quite inactive during the day, so we    

decided I would call in after work to take 

a look. Also the late afternoon would be a 

better time to move the wallaby on as 

they do start to come out at dusk to feed. 

As we ushered it out of the shed, it 

hopped out, stopped for a few moments 

to look at me and then hopped around the 

corner of the house. Imagine my surprise 

when I saw it was a Proserpine Rock 

Wallaby! My first sighting of a real live, 

healthy, endangered PRW and I have 

lived in the area now for 11 years!   

I contacted Peter and John at QPWS and 

we decided to go and have a look around, 

to see if Nigel's property did have PRW 

habitat there. We agreed to meet Nigel on 

the Wednesday morning so the guys 

could have a chat to him, then proceeded 

to look for further evidence of any PRWs 

inhabiting the area. We spent a good    

couple of hours hiking around on the hill 

behind Nigels‘, but the conclusion was 

that the habitat is not really suitable for 

a permanent PRW colony, not enough 

rocky habitat for them to live and hide in. 

We presume that this may have been a 

young male, kicked out by older males 

from the known PRW habitat across the 

road. Nigel will continue to keep a    

lookout for his overnight visitor and let 

us know if he is sighted again. 

                                                      Jacqui Webb  

Proserpine Rock Wallaby Rescue 

DERM  -  Department of Environment and Resource Management (was QPWS/EPA) 

DEEDI  - Department of Employment, Economic Development and Innovation (was DPI &F) 

QPIF     - Queensland Primary Industries and Fisheries (part of DEEDI) 

Biosecurity Queensland -  part of QPIF 

Gerry O’Connor 



RnR Page 26 

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed 

 

 

 

 

 

There are sometimes issues relating to the circumstances of releasing rehabilitated 

animals in Queensland. All animals must be returned to the habitat from which they 

came and not transported to other areas.  It is advisable for the carer to consider the 

‗how, where and when‘ regarding release before embarking on the rehabilitation of 

an animal.  There are many things that need to be taken into consideration and 

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council recommends carers read the Best     

Practice Guidelines for   Release of  Wildlife in Queensland available in the members 

area of  their website.: 

http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/6ReleaseFeb08.pdf 

Also the current Code of Practice - care  and   rehabilitation of  orphaned, sick and 

injured protected animals by wildlife care volunteers:  

http://www.qwrc1.org.au/pdf/care.pdf 

Rehabilitated native fauna must be in an adequate state of physical and emotional 

health in preparation for successful return to the wild population. Should an animal 

be unable to be returned to the wild population the rehabilitator should discuss     

options with other experienced carers or their local DERM officers.  

 

Best Practice Guidelines available to QWRC members on their website 

www.qwrc.org.au include: 

 
Euthanasia of Native Wildlife in Queensland 
 
Wildlife Autopsy by Rehabilitators in Queensland 
 
Hygiene Practices 
 
What happens to animals that can't be released? 
 
Understanding your duty of care 
 
Release of wildlife 
 
Zoonosis 
 
Care of Flying fox orphans outside their geographical range 
 
Wildlife in the Workplace 
 

Release of Native Fauna in Queensland 

http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/1EuthanasiaFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/2%20AutopsyFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/3HygieneFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/4NonreleaseanimalsFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/5DutyofCareFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/6ReleaseFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/7ZoonosisFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/8FFmovementFeb%2008.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/9Guidelines-Animalsinworkplace009June09.pdf
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Print Post approved PP 424022/1941 

 I love my bottle! 

 

 

Can’t live  
without my  
dummy!  

 

 

 

 
I’m in good 
hands now! 

I know I’m so cute 

 
Don’t switch on the light,  
I’m not looking for insects! 

 

 
 I’m a Brushtail  possum 
with a white tip to my tail! 


