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In this issue:
 Carer Profile - Sonya Street


Oz Zoo Rescue Unit

 Biosecurity Qld — Exhibited Animals

RnR is produced by The Queensland
Wildlife Rehabilitation Council twice a
year. It is distributed (by request), free
of charge, to all licensed wildlife
rehabilitators throughout Queensland.
To ensure you continue to receive a
copy, either by post or email, please
send your contact details to:
secretary@qwrc.org.au.

 Wildlife Vet - Exudative Dermatitis
 RSPCA– New Look + 1300 ANIMAL
 Roadkill Survey
 Carer Hints & Tips - Waterfowl
chicks

 QWRC’s Endorsement Process

H elp save a tree or two
Choose to have your RnR delivered
electronically.
Email: secretary@qwrc.org.au.

QWRC RECEIVES FEDERAL GOVERNMENT FUNDING
FOR FUEL TO ASSIST OUR MEMBERS
Working on behalf of its members, QWRC has been successful in obtaining a
funding grant allocation to be used to reduce fuel costs and benefit our
members. In order to have a fair distribution of this fuel subsidy the Council
wishes to distribute this funding by the use of BP $10 fuel cards We realise
that to an individual it will be only a small amount of money to assist with the
huge amount of time and effort so many carers contribute but every little bit
helps.
QWRC members who have QWRC membership cards expiring 31/12/2009
need to send SAE to our Treasurer before 31 March 2009 and your fuel card
will be forwarded to you. Whilst fuel cards are still available all new or
renewing members will receive the fuel card with their membership card.
There are 250 vouchers to distribute so be quick with your SAE,
renewal or new application to benefit.
QWRC will continue to apply for any future grant funding for fuel assistance.
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From the Chair..

Well here we are again with another
issue of our RnR newsletter and once
again the first thing on our minds is
the weather! After some really hot
days recently and lots of wet days too
our place is looking just beautiful! I
am having a hard time keeping up
with the mowing but I will not complain as the trees are just about
singing! I have high hopes for this
year‘s crops.
I am sure that the weather has had
mixed effects on properties across
the State. I bet those in the north are
now sick of the rain. There are
places that have had to contend with
floods too and we hope you have not
been too badly affected. Hopefully
there are not too many places still
waiting for relief from drought as I see
the channel country finally getting
wet!
The world of wildlife rehabilitation has
also produced some mixed blessings
and problems. In some areas the
number or type of animals coming
into care has dropped while in others
there have been crisis situations that
taxed the resources of all involved as
evidenced by the flying fox problems
at both ends of the State.
Outside Queensland our hearts go
out to the rehabbers in Victoria facing
not only the problems of fire near
their homes but also the
heartbreaking work of rescuing
burned wildlife with the terrible
decisions that will create.

we held a meeting with major
stakeholders to find the answer to the
question “Who is responsible for
wildlife?” see the report on page 22
– you may be surprised at the
outcome. We also had a meeting
with the State Government
regarding lots of issues. We have
produced a report on that meeting too
so you are all informed.
We still encourage all trainers to
submit their training packages for
endorsement by QWRC. Read the
article on page 16 to understand just
how this process works and find out
what courses are endorsed.
As our current members have been
informed we are still tied up in red
tape trying to provide the free high
visibility vests to our members. We
apologise for the delay but MRD
assures us that we are almost there!
Keep those memberships coming in
as it is the best $20 a year you will
ever spend! Public liability insurance
is needed by all groups for most fundraising activities. Personal accident
insurance gives peace of mind to all
involved in wildlife rehabilitation.
QWRC can only offer individual
memberships but if all members of a
group join QWRC the group gains the
huge financial benefits. The public
liability and personal accident
insurance provided by QWRC to each
financial QWRC member therefore
provides the groups with the same
insurance cover.

Till next time
QWRC has continued to work hard
for all rehabilitators. Late last year Cheers

Annie
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Editorial..

This time last year I said ‗I hope you
have all survived the recent rains‘.
Nothing changes but I hope the
wildlife are learning to adapt and that
members in North Queensland have
not suffered too many losses.
Our thoughts and prayers are with the
residents of Victoria and New South
Wales. The enormity of the bushfire
disaster is just too difficult to
comprehend. Just so very tragic and
sad for all concerned. It is also
almost impossible to envisage how
the wildlife will ever recover in those
areas.
QWRC is in the early stages of
setting up a fund to be available to
registered carers (and hopefully
members) to assist with their wildlife
in times of emergency. Further
information will be on our website in
the near future.

Winner Announcement
In the last issue of RnR we
advertised a QWRC Membership
Special prize draw offering a family
pass to Australia Zoo. To go into
the draw you had to have your new
m em bers hip to QW RC b y
31.12.08. The lucky winner was
Sharyn
Millar
from
Rockhampton. Congratulations
Sharyn! We hope you and your
family enjoy your prize.
Please tell us what you think about
this new format issue. Also what
you would like to read about, give
us your stories, your photos, your
ideas. Deadline for the next issue
is 15 July 2009.
Write to:

The Editor, PO Box 488,
I hope you like this new A5 booklet
ARCHERFIELD QLD 4108
format, we can certainly squeeze a lot
more in for you to read and enjoy. I Email: editor@qwrc.org.au
hope that you also approve of it being
delivered in envelopes - it certainly Judy Elliott
makes life easier when preparing
instead of that folding and sellotape!
We may be able to afford colour
printing one day but in the meantime
RnR can be viewed in full colour on
our website www.qwrc.org.au where
all newsletters are available.
We appreciate the efforts of those
who have regularly completed the
survey forms you can find on our
website. This data is invaluable to us
to build the information needed to
help all rehabbers.

Benny - my Rufous bettong
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Meet our Patron - Steve Parish

QWRC is very pleased to announce that Steve Parish has recently agreed to be our
Patron. His love for the environment and our wonderful wildlife is wellknown and
documented in his beautiful photographs. We look forward to a long and happy
relationship with Steve and hope to bring you some of his gorgeous photos in RnR.

photographs - unrivalled by other
Australian photographers.
Each
provides an enduring record of
Australia‘s natural history, from shots
of the now-extinct Southern Gastricbrooding Frog to the twitching
whisker of an endangered Bridled
Nailtail Wallaby.
In 1985, he established the all
Australian success story of Steve
P a r i s h
P u b l i s h i n g
Steve Parish with wife, Catherine plus
(www.steveparish.com.au), a
Annie Saunders, Vicky Dawson, Janet
publishing company that chronicles
Gamble and Glendell Appleford
his wildlife experiences and creates
For more than four decades award- premium natural history books,
winning photographer and OAM children‘s books, calendars and gifts
winner Steve Parish‘s greatest that entice Australians to inspire,
inspiration has been capturing celebrate and connect with nature –
Australia‘s unique flora and fauna on the company‘s motto. However,
film. His journey began as a young inspiring as his publications are, there
nav y diver, when he began is a flipside- shooting photographs for
photographing fish and marine life for them almost invariably provides him
the Australian museum as a pastime, with a sad, firsthand look at the
under the tutelage of his mentor Igo carnage wrought on native animals
Oak.
His photography soon by our roads and developments.
blossomed and he later took up a He is regularly involved with
position photographing wildlife for the conservation efforts and frequently
Queensland National Parks and lends his time and voice to help
Wildlife Service, in the process encourage others to join the cause
developing an enduring fascination for wildlife conservation. As patron
with Australian animals, whether f o r t h e Q u e e n s l a n d W i l d l i f e
mammalian, reptilian, avian or Rehabilitation Council, Steve Parish
marine. Steve has travelled Australia lends his support to wildlife carers
extensively, learning much about the and nature lovers throughout
fascinating natural history of this Queensland, who likewise make it
continent.
His wild photographic their mission to
conserve our
journeys have also left him with a vulnerable wild places and wild
library of more than 600,000 species.
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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Hints and Tips

(for carers - from carers)

Raising Young Waterfowl
Young waterfowl, from hatching, have
about three days nutrition from the
egg, so you have three days to get
them feeding.
The use of turkey starter crumble is
good at the beginning but once
feathers start to appear, change to
chick crumble, as this is lower in
protein.
The high protein turkey
starter crumble causes the primary
feathers to grow too quickly and the
muscle and tendons are not strong
enough to support the weight of these
blood primaries, this causes the
condition called slipwing. This is
where the primary feathers jut out at
an angle. Most birds can still fly with
this condition but makes them an
easy target for predators.

which catches their attention. You
can also tap the paper to help the
crumble to move.

2. Young waterfowl can be sprinkled
with crumble or insectivore so when
they preen themselves they ingest
the food and get a taste for it. Make
sure it does not get sprinkled in their
eyes as this may cause infections.

3. Fill a small shallow/flat lid (e.g.
jam jar) with water and sprinkle with
crumble or insectivore. Dip young
birds beak into water until they start
dibbling, the movement on the water
attracts their attention as well. Small
green duck weed can also be used.
When young hatchlings come into
care they lose their waterproofing, as
the mother keeps them waterproofed
while brooding. Their oil gland does
not start working until they start to get
feathers, so make sure vessels used
for water are shallow as once their
down becomes saturated they lose
body heat very quickly.

I use a 40 watt pearl light bulb for
brooding, but make sure the bulb is
There are several methods that I use high enough so the young, when
for the more common waders falling asleep, do not lean on the bulb
and get burnt. The bulb can also
although live food is also beneficial.
attract beneficial small insects.

1. Sprinkle the turkey starter crumble I have found it is best to raise them

across the butchers‘ paper (preferred) on small mouse wire for flooring, as
then add the chick - as the chick this is much more hygienic, with no
moves around, the crumble moves wet smelly patches.
Dave Derrett
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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Vets to the Rescue

Veterinarians have united to help
save our wildlife by offering their skills
to take care of injured animals found
by the public. The poster project is a
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation
Council (QWRC) member initiative
with the support of the RSPCA Qld.
Each poster has room to display the
local wildlife group‘s contact phone
number and the RSPCA Qld‘s
1300ANIMAL rescue number to
assist in getting wildlife help and first
aid as quickly as possible.
Please contact QWRC or RSPCA if
your vet would be willing to
participate and display a poster.

ANOTHER FUNDRAISER FOR GROUPS
This is a collection of fascinating true
stories illustrating the dedicated work
of wildlife rehabilitators
Avocado Press are now offering
individual wildlife carers and wildlife
care organisations the opportunity to
purchase copies at a 50% discount to
the retail price. Buy at $9.95 per
copy, sell at the standard retail price
of $19.95 and earn a fundraising
profit of $10 from every sale.
If purchasing in Australia, contact
Jodie Blackney e-mail:
jodie_blackney@hotmail.com
If credit card payments are preferred:
www.smarterthanjack.com
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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Australia Zoo Rescue
The Australia Zoo Rescue Unit
provides a free service to the
community to rescue sick and injured
wildlife and get them to the best
possible veterinary treatment, the
Australian Wildlife Hospital. The team
network with government and non
government organisations, wildlife
carers, volunteers, other wildlife parks
and veterinary clinics, all working
toward the same goal of Wildlife
Conservation.

north Brisbane, west to Kilcoy and
beyond if required. The top ten most
frequented suburbs for rescues were:
1. Buderim
6. Maroochydore
2. Caboolture
7. Glasshouse Mtn
3. Burpengary
8. Caloundra
4. Beerwah
9. Landsborough
5. Morayfield
10. Maleny

Since the early 1970‘s, Australia Zoo
(then known as the Beerwah Reptile
and Fauna Park) has always been
involved in local and international
wildlife rescue and rehabilitation. The
Rescue Unit became an official
department in July 2007 with a team
of seven staff, who are multi-skilled
and trained to rescue everything from
Briano and Cory with Pelican
road accident victims to marine
a n i m a l s t r a n d i n g s , i n c l u d i n g The ultimate aim is to reduce the
amount of wildlife becoming sick or
everything in between!
inj ur ed and raise c omm unity
A variety of specialised gear is awareness of wildlife wellbeing,
required in any given emergency and encouraging a positive attitude in
ours includes two Australia Zoo co-existing with wildlife in the
rescue vehicles; a 4WD and a van community. The best part of the job is
decked out with a range of rescue getting the call from the vet that the
equipment, Croc One Australia Zoo‘s animal has recovered in their care
Research and Rescue Vessel, and a and ready to be released back to the
tinnie and zodiac for local marine wild – that‘s why we love what we do!
rescues.
For more information:
The demand for this service rescue@australiazoo.com.au
increased significantly during 2008.
The number of calls the Rescue Unit (07) 5436 2000 or 1300 369 652
received during the year was over
4300, requiring many kilometres of All the best for 2009 – from
travel from the Sunshine Coast to the Rescue Unit Crew!
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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Meet Sonya

Carer Profile
Street - a

dedicated wildlife carer and
recent finalist in TV volunteer
awards.
I have always
had a great
love
and
passion
for
animals.

I now rescue almost all types of
animals from kangaroos, possums,
flying foxes, koalas, raptors and bird
species. Yes the calls sometimes
come at 2am, but I don‘t mind going
out – I am glad that the public call –
at least I know they care enough to
call. Some rescues can be quite a
challenge, and of course the release
is the best of all, when you know you
have helped another species get
back to its home. It is also great as
you meet some wonderful and helpful
people.

Growing
up,
like any family,
I had wonderful
pets such as
dogs
a n d I do believe that all carers need to
have an open mind and never stop
Sonya with rescued Koala parrots.
learning, as things change for
When I moved onto a property with everyone and new things happen.
my husband and two children I I attend as many workshops as I can
started to take in rescued birds that to gain knowledge and also read
people could no longer care for. This many books. I am currently studying
was a great stepping stone for me a course for Native Rehabilitation at
that I didn‘t know then but would start Tafe and finding this helpful.
my knowledge of wildlife. Caring for
Being a wildlife carer for me is the
these birds meant I had to read and
most rewarding thing other than my
study what their needs were – food,
beautiful children and wonderful
housing and diseases.
husband and would be lost without it.
One day I got to thinking - what
happens to wildlife, where do they go,
Sonya Street
how do you care for them?
I started to ring around and then
joined a group – which was the start
of a new life with animals.
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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Biosecurity Queensland &
Exhibited Animal Regulation

Biosecurity Queensland formed in March 2007 and is a part of the
Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries. Within Biosecurity
Queensland, the Animal Welfare Unit will be responsible for all exhibited
animal regulation.
Exhibited animal regulation in Queensland was fragmented. The
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) was responsible for native animals,
the Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Water used to be
responsible for declared pest animals (most exotic animals) and the
Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries is responsible for animal
welfare and the regulation of fish. Minimal regulation has been applied to the
exhibition of birds, invertebrates and domestic exotic animals. This
multi-agency approach was inefficient for both government agencies and
industry.
Responsibility for exhibited declared pest and native animals and was
transferred to Biosecurity Queensland at end of December 2008. The transfer
of remaining exhibited animal responsibilities will be gradual.
A single piece of legislation, specific to the Queensland exhibited animal
industry will be developed to replace current provisions. The development of
this legislation, the associated policy and permitting systems will take time.
To assist in the development process Biosecurity Queensland has, and
hopes to continue to draw on the knowledge and expertise of:



The Australasian Regional Association of Zoological Parks and
Aquaria (ARAZPA);








The Queensland branch of ARAZPA (ARAZPAQ);
The Exotic Animal Risk Advisory Committee (EARAC);
Industry;
Peak bodies;
Researchers; and

Animal welfare groups.
Visit the Exhibited Animals link on the Department of Primary Industries and
Fisheries website www.dpi.qld.gov.au for the best source of updates on the
progress of these issues.
Greg McDougall
Animal Welfare Unit
Biosecurity Qld

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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CONTACTING QWRC

Your local representatives:

POSTAL ADDRESS:
PO Box 488, ARCHERFIELD 4108

District 1 — Cape York/Dry Tropics/Gulf
Penny Johnson
Phone: 4069 6229

TELEPHONE:
Refer to local representative list

District 3 — Savannah/Townsville Marine
Eleanor Pollock
Phone: 4779 7708

EMAIL:
secretary@qwrc.org.au
editor@qwrc.org.au

District 4 — Mackay/Whitsundays
Jacqui Webb
Phone: 4947 3308
District 5 — Capricorn/Gladstone
Annie Saunders
Phone: 4975 6281

WEBSITE:
www.qwrc.org.au
Please address all correspondence
to the Secretary.

We receive a number of Return to Sender
RnRs after each mailing.
Numerous
emails also bounce which would indicate
that our mailing list is not being kept up to
date.
Remember that EPA are unable (due to
privacy laws) to advise us of any carer
details. It is therefore vital that YOU tell
US of any changes. Groups please
note.

District 7 — Wide Bay Burnett/Great Sandy
Judy Elliott
Phone: 4156 5382
District 9 — Toowoomba
Trish Lee Hong
Phone: 4630 5208
District 10 — Sunshine Coast/Southern Marine
Glendell Appleford
Phone: 0413 453722
District 11— Southeast/Moreton Bay
Vicky Dawson
Phone: 3200 0592

MOVING HOUSE

or changing your email address
Remember to advise QWRC

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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MEMBERSHIP
BENEFITS


Membership of the State representative body.



A collective voice for rehabilitation.



Access to a network of carers across the State.



Financial membership offers cover under QWRC’s Public
Liability and Volunteer Workers Insurance policies.



Support with wildlife rehabilitation and welfare.



Access to QWRC endorsed training courses.



Access to professional advice, information and data.



Access to Best Practice Guidelines.

Would you like to contact
other carers in your area?
All members of QWRC have their name,
phone number and email details listed in
District order in the members area of the
QWRC website www.qwrc.org.au.

Members will receive a twice yearly newsletter (in-between issues of
RnR). Members are eligible to nominate for a position as district
representative on QWRC and to vote at elections.
As a member you will also help to build a strong council that will be
able to better support its members, and advocate on their behalf.
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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Membership Application Form
Post to:

Surname.…………………………………………………………..
First Name ………………………..………….……………………

The Secretary
PO Box 488
ARCHERFIELD QLD 4108

Date of Birth …………………….………….

Residential Address…………….………….………………………………………………………….
………………………………….………….…………………………………………………………….
Postal address….……………….………….………………………………………………………….
………………………………………….………………………………………………………………..
Safety vest size

S

M

L

XL

(circle)

Regional Council in which you reside ……………………………………………………………..
Telephone (H) .……………..………….……………... (Mob)……………………………….. ….
(W)……..…..………………………………
Email ……………………………………...………….…….………………………………………….
Group Name ………………………...………….…………………………………………………….
I, the above named, understand and agree that my name and contact details will be stored on a member
data base by QWRC for its use and may be circulated to all other members of QWRC around the state.
I further understand that these details will not be sold for any purpose.

Signed……………………………….………….…

Dated………….…………………………..

Annual Membership AU$20 (per financial year)
I enclose cheque /money order for $......................... made payable to QWRC.

OR
Direct Deposit to the QWRC bank account at Credit Union Australia

BSB No 804 050

Account No 30644404

Please use your surname as a reference number for this transaction

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL
JOIN OR RENEW NOW AND RECEIVE
A $10 BP FUEL CARD
Only available until the grant funding runs
out. See Page 2 for further details.

WHY NOT JOIN US?
If you wish to become a member of QWRC, contact your local
QWRC representative, make further enquiries about QWRC or
raise further issues relating to wildlife rehabilitation, please
contact the Secretary at PO Box 488 ARCHERFIELD QLD 4108
or email secretary@qwrc.org.au.
QWRC has negotiated with the Department of Main Roads
for safety vests to be supplied to all our members.
BONUS....BONUS….BONUS
All new and renewal memberships will receive a safety
vest . One vest per member. Details are being finalised
with MRD.

THERE HAS NEVER BEEN
A BETTER TIME TO JOIN

QWRC

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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Main Roads Survey of Roadkills
The Department of Main Roads is compiling a database of roadkills throughout Queensland.
QWRC has offered to collect this information from wildlife carers. The information required is:-



Name/address/phone no (person finding animal)



Date (animal seen)



Location - road name/nearest junction/landmark/GPS



On road/off road/side of road



Species ID if known or mammal/bird etc



Status - dead/injured



Outcome - left on site/removed/taken to carer/other

Survey Form is now on the QWRC website
Please forward records to Jacqui Webb:- email: jacquiwebb@bigpond.com
Phone: 4947 3308 - 0427 176966

FUNDRAISER FOR YOUR GROUP

A great educational story (suitable for age 4—7 years) about two children who find a baby bird
that has fallen out of its nest. The children learn about the bird, how to make it a new home and
its environment. Some proceeds from the sales of this book and the first book, Marny finds an
Echidna, will go to wildlife care organizations to help animal care in Australia.
Orders can be made through Wombat Books. Mention the RnR newsletter when ordering
and 50% of the cost will be donated back to a wildlife group of your choice or to QWRC.
If you are part of a wildlife group or wish
to sell them to fundraise please contact
the address below for further information.

Recommended Retail
$14.95
ISBN: 978-0-9752321-3-2

Wombat Books

Marny finds an Echidna.
($12.95)

P.O. Box 472

ISBN: 0-9752321-0-X

Inala Qld 4077

Order both books for a
special of $19.95 + 2.45
postage. ($7.95 saving
only available when
ordered directly through
Wombat Books)

0414761311
info@wombatbooks.com.au
www.wombatbooks.com.au

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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QWRC’s Endorsement Process
for Wildlife Rehabilitation Training

QWRC is still encouraging all wildlife Once the course meets all the set
rehabilitation trainers to submit their criteria it is then issued with an
training packages to QWRC for endorsement number and certificate
assessment and endorsement.
which remains current for a period of
QWRC has developed a basic list of three (3) years.
criteria all training packages must Each course provider is encouraged
address in order to rec eive to include the QWRC endorsement
endorsement. This list includes such number on any advertising material
items as Background Information and for that course and on certificates
Requirements, Occupational Health issued to persons who complete the
and Safety, Basics facts for the endorsed course. QWRC is willing to
species covered, Welfare basics, advertise endorsed courses on the
First aid, Health and Hygiene QWRC web site free of charge,
procedures, Veterinary involvement noting the details of where and when
a n d V e t e r i n ar y m a na g em e nt , the course will be run.
Euthanasia, Housing and Exercise,
To date QWRC has endorsed four
Food and Water, Handling and
courses with others currently in the
Management and finally Pre-release
review process.
The approved
and Release.
courses are the B.I.R.O. Workshop
QW RC requests that all data by Len Beikoff, An Introduction to Bird
pertaining to each course, i.e. Care and Rearing by Ailsa Watson,
lecturer‘s notes, handout notes and Advanced Native Bird Care by Trixie
PowerPoint presentations and or Benbrook and the Volunteer Manual
demonstration material be submitted – Orientation Program by Wildcare
to QWRC for evaluation. A copy of Australia.
this course material is held,
confidentially, on file by QWRC as a QWRC looks forward to receiving
record of the material contained in the m o r e t r a i n i n g p a c k a g e s f o r
endorsement in the near future as
course.
through this endorsement program
All course material submitted is
we offer all rehabilitators the peace of
assessed by two (2) independent
mind that the course they undertake
persons. One is a qualified vet nurse
addresses at least the minimum
with many years hands on experience
necessary for the subject.
in wildlife rehabilitation, who also
Rehabilitators spend hundreds of
holds a Cert IV in training. The other
dollars each year to rehabilitate
is a highly qualified, well respected
animals both in hands on costs and
wildlife Vet. Should either or both
training. QWRC wants to ensure that
assessor find a submitted course fails
those training dollars are wisely spent
to cover any area listed within the
on courses that guarantee the best
criteria list then the person submitting
possible minimum standard of care
the course is advised and given the
for all animals.
opportunity to rectify the shortfall.
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed

RnR Page 17

Meeting between QWRC and QPWS/EPA

QWRC secured a meeting with the Minister for Sustainability, Climate and
Innovation Mr. Andrew McNamara for November 24th 2008 to discuss matters
pertaining to the interaction between QPWS/EPA, QWRC and rehabbers as
a whole. This meeting took place in Brisbane between top staff from the
ministers‘ office, management staff from EPA/QPWS and the Chair and Vice
Chair of QWRC. The minister arrived late for the meeting and spent just
20minutes without giving any real input to discussions or encouragement to
QWRC.
QWRC feels that the meeting had some minor wins but for the most part
reinforced that if rehabbers want to achieve anything they will have to work
very hard together to do it!!

Members can visit our website www.qwrc.org.au for a
detailed report on the problems and outcomes.

Education - Research - Information
http://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/LEGISLTN/CURRENT/A/AssocIncorpA81.pdf

Information for non-profit community groups wishing to become incorporated.
http:/www.animalrescue.com.au
http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/feature/top-40-bird-songs.cfm
http://www.gould.edu.au/wildlifecams/sugar_glider.asp
http://www.sgaonline.org.au/info_nestboxes.htmlhttp://www.ozarkwild.org/
subscribep.php

Humane Destruction of Cane Toads
Although pests, cane toads should be treated humanely.
If handling toads, always hold them by their body, never
by a leg, and wear gloves.
RSPCA Qld recommends killing cane toads by placing
them in a plastic container in the refrigerator for about 24
hours, then putting the container into the freezer for a
further 24 hours. This should humanely kill the toad. Remember, before disposing of the toad ensure it is dead.
Dr Mandy Symons, Scientific Research Officer, RSPCA Queensland
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed
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The Wildlife Vet

Exudative Dermatitis in Common Brushtail Possums
This is a very common clinical condition
seen in common Brushtail possums in many
areas of Australia. From mild loss of hair
with dry flaky skin on small areas of the body
such as tail base, limbs and/or face it can
progress to large thickened and ulcerated
lesions involving much of the body. Many
possums are found completely debilitated
and so weak they are easily picked up by
members of the public (MOP) and these severely affected cases are often
euthanased.
Pathology.
Most cases are caused by Staphylococcus aureus. This bacteria is
probably a normal commensal of the skin flora. Although Staph.
intermedius, Streptococcal sp. and E.coli have also been isolated; they
tend to be less common.
Predisposing factors.
This condition is more common in the tropics and often stress plays a big
part in the epidemiology of this disease. The main stressor is increased
population density.
The common Brushtail possum is a solitary animal and guards it‘s territory
against all outside possums and territorial disputes, competition for nesting
sites and food resources depress the immune system. The bacteria are
normal inhabitants of the skin and are always there on the skin, just waiting
for the normal immune system that has kept them in their place, to falter.
Treatment.
Severely affected animals with lesions over >30% of their body are often
not worth treating. They may temporarily respond but once re-released
back to their area they tend to revert back to where they were within 3-6
months. Their immune system seems to be compromised for the long term.
Mildly affected animals are best treated with the simplest and cheapest
antibiotics available that will do the job. As a veterinarian I dislike using
such drugs as Baytril (Enrofloxacin) to treat this condition. This is a drug
that should be reserved for treating resistant infections and especially gram
-negative bacterial infections particularly useful in reptiles.
Continued …. page 19
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Continued from page 18

When treating these staph infections I recommend an antibiotic course of at
least 10 days and my favourite drug is “Ceclor”, ―Keflor‖ (cefaclor
monohydrate). This is my first drug of choice. In the possum I have found this
antibiotic to be extremely tasty to possums. It is strawberry flavoured, and
after a few doses the possums will recognise it and actively come out to take
it from the tip of the syringe even trying to pull the syringe out of your fingers.
This means there is no stress in dosing. In ideal conditions it is given twice
daily for 10 days.
There are many times where I have a MOP treat possums that live in their
backyards that they feed each evening. In this situation I get them to place
the dose on a small piece of bread that is readily consumed by the possum
Even once daily dosing has proven effective.
This antibiotic can be used to treat infections of the ears, nose, throat and
tonsils (upper respiratory tract) as well as chest and lungs (lower respiratory
tract) and the bladder and kidneys (urinary tract). Ceclor belongs to a group
of antibiotics called cephalosporins. These broad-spectrum antibiotics work
by killing the bacteria that are causing the infection.
It is packaged for human use and in that form the powder is made up with
45 mls. of tap water. There are two strengths available 125mg in 5 ml and
250mg in 5 ml and I buy the latter. I weigh out the powder into 15 amounts
which when mixed with 10 mls. of water will give me approximately 250 mg of
drug which is 25mg/ml
This I use at a dose rate of 0.5ml per Kg 12.5 mg / kg
This 10 ml is enough drug to treat a 2kg possum twice daily for 5 days (1ml
bid)
Or a 1kg possum 10 days (1/2 ml bid) Using a small tuberculin syringe one
can easily treat a 100 gram possum with 0.05ml twice daily.
Cost wholesale per unit is about $1.00 +cost of dispensing bottle and label.
This means I prepare 15 small dispensing bottles of drug for about $15.00
These can then be dispensed with instructions to add 10 ml of water and
dose at 0.5ml per Kg body weight (12.5mg/Kg)
It is possible to do this with the human Clavamox (Amoxil/clavulanic acid)
powder to make up the suspension. It is just a matter of doing a little work
with a set of micro scales. Strictly speaking these packs are not meant to be
broken up into smaller units so this is an ―OFF LABEL USE‖. This is an S4
drug and should only be dispensed by a veterinarian for animals under his
care.

Continued …...page 23
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New Look RSPCA Qld
We have also taken on a new mission
statement to better reflect the work
that RSPCA Qld does on a daily
basis.
Helping Animals, Enlightening
People, Changing Lives.

All of us at RSPCA Qld are
passionate about Wildlife. Our CEO,
Mark Townend has long been
affiliated with volunteer wildlife caring
through his association with what was
originally called the Logan Rescue
group.
Mark was, and is, very aware of the
needs of wildlife and the resources
necessary to do the job properly. He‘s
also only too well aware of the lack of
Governmental support, Local, State
or Federal. As a result he created the
Wildlife coordinator position in 2003.
Half a decade on, the wildlife section
has grown from utilising the
resources and personnel from other
departments to almost being a
department in its own right.

While we now have over 40,000
animals pouring into our nine Shelters
every year we are now working with a
broader cross section of the
community than ever before. We
believe that education is the key.
After all, if we can reach the children
of today, perhaps, just perhaps we
can change the society of tomorrow.
Last year our Mobile Education Unit
(EMU) reached over 50,000 school
children and appeared at dozens of
country shows throughout
Queensland and Australia. In addition
the new website World of Animal
Welfare www.woaw.org.au received
some 60,000 hits in its first 4 months.
We feel it‘s important to recognise
and highlight four People Principles
that have largely disappeared from
our society. We believe it‘s time to
bring them back:






Integrity
Respect

Collaboration
Wildlife Coordinator Janet has been
Professionalism
joined by two Wildlife officers Leonie
and
Karissa
and
Wildlife We‘ve made them ours – please
Veterinarians Drs Diana and Rosie.
make them yours!
Continued ….page 21
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The 1300ANIMAL phone number was
launched in 2006 and in the last 12
months had received over 23,000
calls (total calls in =+200,000);
Indicative that there is a very real
need for a number that people can
remember whenever they come
across any animal in distress. It‘s
important to remember that not
everyone knows what sort of animal
they have found and how they may
be able to offer immediate and
possibly even life saving assistance.

Continued from page 20

 Veterinarians. (bear in mind that
we can deal with calls more
quickly if the time it takes to
search for a Hero is reduced.)
We are about to launch our intranet
home based virtual call centre so that
volunteers can operate from their own
homes. Could you help us this way?

Animal welfare is our charter and we
are the only charity granted powers to
prosecute under the ACPA (Animal
Care and Protection Act 2001).
QPWS operate under the Nature
We know a lot of groups and
Conservation Act (NCA).
individuals prefer to advertise their
own numbers but think of the big We want to work with you to help
picture. When you are away, what wildlife!
happens? When you are sick or when
the group dissolves and takes on We‘re a charity. A not for profit, nonanother number – what then?
governmental, apolitical organisation
that has an annual operating budget
RSPCA Qld celebrated 125 years of of over 16 million dollars and we
operation last year and unfortunately need your help to make a
is still likely to be in business 125 difference
to
Queensland’s
years down the track.
invaluable wildlife!
We received 23,000 calls but have Janet, Leonie, Karissa, Di and Rosie
just 230 Heroes in the database to
assist these callers. A meagre 1%!
PO Box 6177,
Fairfield Gardens,
Are you listed as a Wildlife HERO?
QLD 4103.
We have 3 levels of Hero positions:

 People able to provide transport to
vets or carers.

 Carers

wildlife@rspcaqld.org.au
07 3426 9910
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Who is Responsible for Wildlife?

After yet another incident of a wildlife
rescuer seeking help from
government and semi government
agencies and getting the usual
buck-passing run-around QWRC
decided to see if we could finally find
the answer to the question ―who is
responsible for wildlife?‖.
QWRC proceeded to organise a
meeting between the bodies we
believe rehabbers usually ask for
assistance or those who have given
assistance in the past. Those invited
to attend the meeting were the new
manager of the wildlife section of
EPA, Nick Rigby through his
temporary predecessor Mike Devery,
Rick Symons, Manager of Biosecurity
within DPI&F, the Commissioner of
the Queensland Police Force through
his office, Mark Townend, CEO of
RS P CA Q ld , Pa u l Be l l, t he
Chairperson of the Local Government
Authority of Qld and a representative
from the Main Roads Department of
Qld.
The result of the invitations were that
Nick Rigby and
Berlinda Ezzy
attended for EPA, Greg McDougall
attended for DPI&F. The Senior
Legislation Officer, of the Legislation
Development Unit of the Qld Police
force advised by email what
legislation we should read to find who
was responsible but they were not
responsible and would not be
involved. Janet Gamble attended for
RSPCA and despite repeated emails
and telephone calls we were
disappointed to get no response from

The meeting was also attended by
most QWRC councillors.
EPA informed us that it is their
understanding that the general public
hold the major responsibility for the
care of the environment and wildlife
even though they have not instigated
an education program on this subject.
QWRC understands that the current
legislation that requires any member
of the general public to obtain a
permit from the EPA to do anything
with or to any protected native animal
will not change but the general public
is responsible for the care and
protection of these animals and their
habitat. QWRC has suggested to the
EPA that they need to have an
extensive educational
advertising
program to ensure that the general
public is informed of this information.
We believe that the perception of the
general public is that the EPA is
responsible for the care and
protection of both the environment
and the native animals living therein.
Discussions were held on lots of
scenarios of sick or injured native
wildlife needing assistance where the
attending rehabber required
assistance to either capture or
euthanase the animal involved but
needed equipment or expertise
beyond their capability.
We were amazed to find that for
every scenario we were given the
same reply – legally not one of the
organisations present
had any
responsibility to help anyone to assist

the LGAQ. Antonia Black attended
Continued ...page 23
for MRD.
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protected native animals!
It was
admitted that they may have a moral
obligation to assist but due to their
organisational financial constraints
they must work primarily to the tasks
they must legally address.
It is vital that all individual wildlife
rehabilitators and wildlife
rehabilitation groups know that they
cannot rely on assistance from any of
these agencies. This is not to say
that there have been and may
continue to be occasions and
instances where assistance is sought

and given but none of us can rely on
that assistance being there when it is
needed. This means that all persons
have to ensure they own or have
access to all equipment they could
need for any rescues, they need to
have developed their own contacts to
assist on those hopefully rare
occasions when they need assistance
to offer speedy and humane support
to the protected native animals they
care for so much.

Exudative Dermatitis in Common Brushtail Possums

Annie Saunders
QWRC Chair
Continued from page 18

No manufacturer will ever produce a unit containing a drug amount sufficient
to treat an animal 100grams to 1kg for 5-10 days. It just won‘t happen. The
cost of the packaging and labelling would be three times the cost of the drug.
For these reasons we have to think outside the square and find ways to treat
these little animals in a cost effective way.
Bibliography
Hemsley S.and Canefield PJ (1994) Dermatitis in free living Common
Brushtail possums (Trichosurus vulpecula) Aust Vet Practice 24 (3) 147-155
Jim Pollock B.V.Sc. Ph 07 47797708, aachilpa@bigpond.com
Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council acknowledges that all restricted medications should
only be
administered under the direct supervision of a veterinary surgeon. For further
information
see
Health
(Drugs
and
poisons)
Regulation
1996.
<http://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/>

KNOW THY ACRONYM
SAE - Stamped (self) Addressed Envelope
MRD - Main Roads Department
BIRO - Birds Injured Rehabilitated Orphaned
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Have a look at www.racq.com.au - it’s highly recommended.
RnR is printed
on
recycled paper
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