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        QWRC Products 

 Kids 

 Never touch a 
bat 

 Bats are 
Important 

 Australian Bat 
Lyssavirus is 
preventable 

 Mum and dad 

 Hendra  

 Fruit tree 
netting 

 Barbed wire 

 Don’t cats control 
rats and mice? 

 Don’t cats control 
snakes? 

 Cats threaten the 
future survival of 
most wildlife 

 Are you a 
responsible cat 
owner? 

 Do cats harm 
wildlife? 

 How can I protect 
cats and wildlife? 

 So, you want 
to care for 
wildlife… 

 Do you have 
enough time? 

 Do you have 
the financial 
backing? 

 Are you tough 
enough? 

 Other ways to 
help wildlife... 

 Chasing wildlife 

 Walking dogs in 
bushland 

 Keep dogs and 
wildlife apart 

 Barking at 
wildlife 

 Keeping wildlife 
safe in your 
backyard 

 If your dog attacks 
wildlife 

 Are you a 
responsible dog 
owner? 

Carcase tags 

SEE PAGE 13 FOR PRINTING COSTS 
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Illustrations 

by  

Louise Saunders  

  

In this issue: 

• Carer Profile — New Councillor 
Connie Kerr  

• Importance of Wild Foods 

• Lorikeet Paralysis Syndrome 

• AWRC latest news—new date 

• Hints and Tips for Carers 

• Tips on Becoming  Incorporated 

•  Koala Mapping Project  

• Treasured Books for Sale 

          Help save a tree or two                                    

Choose to have your RnR delivered  elec-
tronically.                               

Email: secretary@qwrc.org.au. 

RnR is produced by The Queensland 
Wildlife Rehabilitation Council twice a 
year.  It is  distributed  free to all financial 
members of QWRC throughout Queens-
land.   To ensure you continue to receive a 
copy, either by post or email, please en-
sure you maintain your correct contact 
details with QWRC to either                                
secretary@qwrc.org.au. or PO Box 488 
Archerfield Qld 4108. 

RnR is printed on 
recycled  paper  

Opinions expressed in RnR are not neces-

sarily those of the Queensland Wildlife 

Rehabilitation Council. 

       Copyright — Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council 

Euthanasia of Native Wildlife in Queens-
land 
 
Wildlife Autopsy by Rehabilitators in 
Queensland 
 
Hygiene Practices 
 
What happens to animals that can't be 
released? 
 
Understanding your duty of care 

Release of wildlife 
 
Zoonosis 
 
Aviary and cage hygiene 
 
Display of wildlife 
 
Care of Flying fox orphans outside their          
geographical range 
 
Wildlife in the workplace 

QWRC’s Best Practice Guidelines for wildlife rehabilitators are available in the 

member’s section of our website www.qwrc.org.au.  Please let us know if you can 

suggest further titles to add to this list: 

mailto:secretary@qwrc.org.au
mailto:secretary@qwrc.org.au
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/1EuthanasiaFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/1EuthanasiaFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/2%20AutopsyFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/2%20AutopsyFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/3HygieneFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/4NonreleaseanimalsFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/4NonreleaseanimalsFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/5DutyofCareFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/6ReleaseFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/7ZoonosisFeb08.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/8FFmovementFeb%2008.pdf
http://www.qwrc1.org.au/guidelines/8FFmovementFeb%2008.pdf
qwrc.org.au
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From the Chair.. 

Welcome to QWRC’s RnR Newletter. 

What a memorable year 2020 is prov-

ing to be, for all the wrong reasons. 

The devastating bushfires around the 

country, the continuing drought in 

many regions and now COVID-19. 

Unfortunately the first two events in 

particular are continuing to have a 

devastating effect on our beloved wild-

life.  

On a positive note the plight of our 

native wildlife and the thousands of 

struggling volunteer wildlife carers 

around Australia suddenly became 

centre stage during the fires. At first it 

was the wildlife affected directly by the 

fires but then the general public began 

to realise ongoing wildlife issues hap-

pening in every region.  

 Thousands of people from around 

the world have come together to raise 

funds for food, supplements, enclo-

sure and other much needed equip-

ment. Crafters have created much 

needed items like pouches, bat wraps 

and bird nests to help carers care for 

the animals being rehabilitated 

throughout the country.  

QLD groups and independent carers 

also had the opportunity for the 1st 

time ever to apply for a grant from the 

Department of Environment and Sci-

ence to assist with wildlife currently 

being rehabilitated.  

If you need help with any supplies The 

Rescue Collective, Animal Rescue Col-

lective and WIRES are all offering 

grants or direct assistance so reach 

out. 

As everyone is aware there were some 
major changes within the committee 
at the last AGM and while this has 
brought new ideas, it has also meant 
some teething problems as we all ad-
just to our new roles. There is always 
room for more active QWRC mem-
bers so if you want to contribute 
please make contact.  
 
QWRC welcomes two new district 
representatives, Jen Cox for district 5 
and Connie Kerr for district 2. Cur-
rently we have representatives for nine 
out of eleven districts; it would be 
great to have representatives for dis-
tricts 8 and 9 eventually as well.  
 
We are also looking for someone who 
might have some journalism or edito-
rial experience to take on the editor’s  



RnR Page 5 

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed 

This fund was set up to assist carers affected by any natural 

disaster.  There is an application form on our website (how can I 

help?) with the maximum per claim being $1000. 

QWRC Disaster Fund 

role for the RnR Newsletter, if you 
think this could be you please send an 
email expressing your interest to  
secretary@qwrc.org.au  
 
We have also implemented a QWRC 

membership resource subsidy for 

2020. If you purchase any suitable 

educational books, attend suitable 

workshops or courses we are offering 

up to $50 rebate to help keep carers 

up to date with current caring practic-

es.  

All you have to do is fill out the rele-

vant form and send it to the secretary 

with any receipts. We have also put 

together a list of recommended read-

ing that we feel provides essential in-

formation for many various species in 

care. This list can found on the NEW 

website. 

QWRC’s Wildlife Rescue booklets 

have been distributed all around the 

QLD and we hope to be able to con-

tinue to provide these free of charge 

with successful grant applications. 

They are proving to be a great resource 

for travellers in regional areas, espe-

cially with the grey nomads.  

Leaving them at information centres, 

council offices, major tourist centres 

etc has all helped wildlife in need 

reach carers promptly.  We are hoping 

to adapt the printed booklet into an 

App very soon so stay tuned for more 

information on that or if you are able 

to assist in anyway please contact 

QWRC. Don’t forget QWRC also has 

various educational brochures for you 

to access.  

We hope you have all managed to stay 
safe and well during these uncertain 
times, don’t forget to reach out if you 
need to talk to 
someone.  

Kim Palmer 

From the Chair 
continued. 

mailto:secretary@QWRC.org.au
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Editorial..  

Well 2020 will certainly be remem-
bered for its huge fires and of course 
Covid-19. We hope you are all coping 
ok and receiving help you are entitled 
to. If you are currently feeling over-
whelmed by all these events please see 
page 22 for more information on 
WildTalk, a counselling service for 
carers. 

Position Vacant. 

Judy Elliott, who has always done a 
marvellous job as editor for QWRC’s 
RnR magazine, is taking a well earned 
break. We would like to thank Judy 
for all the years she has put in to this 
wonderful edition. Thank you Judy. 

Unfortunately the lady we had lined 
up to take over this role is now no 
longer able to help. So I (Jacqui), am 
filling in this role temporarily until we 
find a new RnR editor.  

Currently these editions are done in 
publisher but we are happy to let who-
ever takes on this role use whatever 
program they are comfortable with. 

The RnR is put out twice a year, with 
our flyer, QWRC Quotes being sent 
out in between to keep members up to 
date with QWRC related business. 

The editors role is to produce an edu-
cational and well informed newsletter 
for all QWRC members. This includes 
sourcing stories and photos from car-

ers as well as ensuring communication 
from the council is shared with mem-
bers.  

You will also need to keep in contact 
with our advertisers to ensure their 
information is kept up to date. 

If you are interested in taking on the 
Editor’s role, please drop us a line via 
the contact details below. 

Please send us your stories/photos for 
the September 2020 issue. 

Deadline: 14 July 2020. 

Email: editor@qwrc.org.au 

                   Or 

The Editor,  

PO Box 488,  
ARCHERFIELD QLD 4108 

mailto:editor@qwrc.org.au
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 I live in the Daintree and have been 
working with Wildlife for 20 years, 
starting out originally in Mid North 
Coast NSW with Wires. 

I predominantly work with Bats and 
Flying-foxes, including presenting Bat 
Training throughout Australia.  

I am also trained and experienced 
with Birds and Small Mammals 
(mainly Bandicoots and Melomys) and 
have some limited experience with 
Possums. 

I have previously been both President 
and Vice President in various Wildlife 
Groups. 

In my spare time, my partner and I 
run a business called Daintree Life 
and in the last 18 months have begun 
rainforest revegetation work in the 
Daintree. To date we have planted 

over 7,000 trees - expanding wildlife 
habitat. For all carers one of the 
hardest things about getting animals 
into care is being able to release them 
with the knowledge that they can be 
returned to the wild with sufficient 
habitat to sustain them. I am also an 
avid photographer, with a strong 
interest in Wildlife and Nature 
photography. 

I hope as the District Rep for Far 
North Qld, to be able to be a conduit 
for QWRC Wildlife members/Carers 
in this area and would like to 
encourage all members from the area 
to feel free to contact me for help. 

Grey-headed Flying Fox by Connie Kerr 

Some useful Bat Links:  

To order Dave Pinson’s latest Flying Fox 
Manual www.ffmv3.com.au  

Flying Fox Carers Australia 

h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
groups/706557542736558/  

Meet….. Connie Kerr 

  Carer Profile 

http://www.ffmv3.com.au/?fbclid=IwAR2kTF-pyQwvfIoV3Wbny4_EJv5kYTKEIrMkGwwISaaSo_blSBQuB0YR9SU
https://www.facebook.com/groups/706557542736558/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/706557542736558/
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    ADVERTISEMENTS 
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One of our aims and responsibilities 
of caring for wildlife is to ensure we 
are rehabilitating and releasing 
healthy, balanced individuals into the 
wild. Rearing wild animals and 
sourcing the correct foods for them 
can be challenging. Red-tailed Black 
Cockatoos do not always take readily 
to commercial bird seeds, but much 
prefer Casuarina seeds and beach al-
monds and you may not always be 
able to find the nice rainforest 
creepers that Proserpine Rock Walla-
bies like to eat or berries for your 
fruit eating doves. It is really im-
portant to know what to feed animals 
in care so you are providing a nutri-
tious healthy diet for them and so 
they do recognize their natural food 
source once they are released back 
into their natural habitat. 

Research is needed to work out what 
are  the natural food sources for wild-
life and the feeding habits of these 
animals. So much is available these 
days on the internet and sites such as 

Birdlife Australia h t t p s : / /
birdlife.org.au/ and Backyard Buddies 
https://www.backyardbuddies.org.au/ 
can be most helpful. Also, books like 
The Complete Book of Australian 
Birds by Readers Digest. Observing 
animals in their natural environment 
will also show us their food sources. 

I have found over the years that it is 
really helpful to grow a lot of food 
sources on your own property if you 
can or encourage friends, neighbours 
and local councils to grow the correct 

local species so it is easier for you to 
forage for natural food for your crit-
ters.in care. For a list of local plant 
species contact your local Landcare 
Nursery.  

Providing food with adequate vita-
mins and minerals is very important. 
Many of us have seen the poor baby 
magpies brought in to care with calci-
um deficiencies due to well meaning 
members of the public feeding the 
parents lots of meats, which has no 
calcium and vitamin D or the fruit 
eating birds that fail to thrive and/or 
grow with feather abnormalities due 
to the lack of protein  as they are only 
fed  fruit and sometimes fruit with 
low calcium levels. 

If you  have  trouble sourcing those 
figs for your figbirds, ensure you are 
using good quality fruits such as paw-
paw, blackberries, raspberries and 
strawberries with a little bit of added 
protein in the way of mince or egg 
and insectivore mix. Make sure you 
also encourage them to feed in be-
tween leaves and branches so they 
know that food doesn't always come 
out of a bowl. Provide lots of leaf 
litter and insects for insect eating 
birds and devise ways to encourage 
your birds of prey to hunt. Your joeys 
should always have fresh browse 
available to them, even at a young 
age and echidnas dirt to dig in and 
termites to hunt. Our tree dwelling 
mammals too should always have 
fresh browse including flowers for 
the possums and some gliders. 

The Importance of Wild Foods in Rehabilitation 

https://birdlife.org.au/
https://birdlife.org.au/
https://www.backyardbuddies.org.au/
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Lorikeet Paralysis Syndrome. In-
formation for veterinarians and 
wildlife carers  - 4 March 2020 

Photo by Julia Odd 

Lorikeet paralysis syndrome (LPS) is a 
seasonal syndrome that has been oc-
curring in eastern Australia for a num-
ber of years during the summer 
months. This summer there has been 
a particularly high number of cases in 
northern NSW and southern Qld. 
The syndrome primarily affects rain-
bow lorikeets (Trichoglossus haematodus) 
but has also been reported in scaly-
breasted lorikeets (Trichoglossus chloro-
lepidotus). Affected birds are unable to 
fly, with varying degrees of paralysis of 
the hind limbs and wings. The birds 
do not usually present with clenched 
claws as previously reported in the 
literature; this is most often associated 
with trauma. In more severe cases the 
paralysis may affect the whole body 

and the bird may be unable to blink 
or swallow. 

The syndrome can be characterized 
into 4 categories, depending on the 
severity of clinical signs. All the birds 
usually have a typical altered squeaky 
voice and cannot fly. 

Category 1: the most severely affected 
birds that are unable to move their 
entire body (wings, legs, and head), are 
unable to right themselves when 
placed on their back, are unable to 
blink and unable to swallow. 

Category 2: birds can stand but are 
severely ataxic (lack of coordination) 
when trying to hop and are unable to 
blink. 

Category 3: birds can stand, are severe-
ly ataxic when trying to hop but are 
able to blink. 

Category 4: less severely affected birds 
that can hop around and can blink. 

Most birds, except category 1, will re-
cover with veterinary supportive 
treatment consisting of rehydration 
with subcutaneous fluids (100ml/
kg the first day and 50 ml/kg the 
next 2 days),  pain relief 
(Metacam® 1 mg/kg IM or PO 
BID for 3 days), and cage rest with 
easy access to food and water.  

Lorikeet Paralysis Syndrome 
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Category 1 and 2 require eye drops in 
their eyes twice a day until blinking 
and crop-feeding three times a day 
until able to self-feed. Once the birds 
start flapping their wings and are able 
to get a bit of lift off the floor ( this 
usually requires at least 3-4 weeks), 
they should be moved to an aviary 
until they have regained their full abil-
ities, which can take up to 2-4 months. 
Euthanasia is usually recommended 
for category 1 when they are mori-
bund and completely unable to move. 
Euthanasia is also recommended if 
any bird presents already emaciated 
(thin).  

Wildlife disease experts have been 
investigating this syndrome and a wide 
range of tests have been performed. 
The current investigation has found 
no evidence of an infectious disease as 
the cause of this syndrome. The cause 
of LPS is not known, but all the evi-
dence points to it being caused by a 
toxin. Possible causes, including botu-
lism toxins, environmental toxins and 
plant toxins are being investigated. 
One of the missing pieces to the puz-
zle to LPS is what the lorikeets are 
eating that might result in their expo-
sure to environmental toxins. Observa-
tions about plants that lorikeets are 
feeding on during times of the out-
break are needed. 

If you see any other unusual signs of 
disease or deaths in wildlife you can 
report it to: 

• Your local State/Territory 
WHA Coordinator 

• The 24 hour Emergency Ani-
mal Disease Watch Hotline on 
free call 1800 675 888 

• The Department of Primary 
Industries or Agriculture in the 
State/Territory in which the 
event is occurring/occurred 

• If you are a carer: your local 
veterinarian 

Dr David Phalen, The University of 
Sydney:  

david.phalen@sydney.edu.au 

Dr Claude Lacasse, RSPCA Queens-
land:  

clacas@rspcaqld.org.au  

 

 

 

 

Lorikeets recovering from LPS.              
Photo by Jacqui Webb 

Continued from page 10 

https://www.wildlifehealthaustralia.com.au/LinkClick.aspx?link=88&tabid=128&portalid=0&mid=486
https://www.wildlifehealthaustralia.com.au/LinkClick.aspx?link=88&tabid=128&portalid=0&mid=486
mailto:david.phalen@sydney.edu.au
mailto:clacasse@rspcaqld.org.au
mailto:clacasse@rspcaqld.org.au
mailto:clacasse@rspcaqld.org.au
mailto:clacasse@rspcaqld.org.au
mailto:clacasse@rspcaqld.org.au
mailto:clacasse@rspcaqld.org.au
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Warm.A.Pet 
  Manufactures products 
for 

Wildlife Carers 
 

Flexible Heat Pads 
(Seven Heat Settings-Three Siz-
es) 

 

Thermostat Controllers 
(Precisely Controls Warmth) 

 

Heartbeat Simulators 
(Settles Orphaned Joeys) 

 

Visit our website: 
www.warmapet.com.au 

 

Facebook page: 
Warm.A.Pet for Wildlife Carers 

 

Phone: 03 9544 1471 

Email:  
 wildlife-
products@warmapet.com.au 

 

(Permit number required for prices 
– except TAS ) 

Members of the public check 
your local pet store or internet 

ADVERTISEMENT  

Please see the colour pictures on the 
inside front cover of this issue. 
Brochures 
These are currently: 
• Dogs and Wildlife 
• Bats 
• Protect your Cat  Protect our 

Wildlife 
• How to become a Wildlife 

Rehabilitator 
• QWRC - representing all wildlife 

rehabilitators 
 
Brochure allocation to members: 
Limit of 100 total free per year with a 
500gm Post Pak satchel provided by 
the member. Once we receive the 
Post Pak satchel with their address on 
it   we can do the mailout.  If more 
than 100 are requested in any 
calendar year they will be sold at half 
price (5cents each)  still with the 
required Post Pak satchel provided.  
All brochures can be ordered by any 
non-member for 10cents each plus 
postage. 
 
Safety Vests 
These have been donated by the Qld 
Mains Road department.  There is an 
application form on our website.  
One vest per member while stocks 
last, for postage costs and availability 
please contact secretary@qwrc.org.au.   
 

QWRC Products 

http://www.warmapet.com.au
mailto:wildlifeproducts@warmapet.com.au
mailto:wildlifeproducts@warmapet.com.au
mailto:secretary@qwrc.org.au
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District 1—  Cape York/Dry Tropics/Gulf    
Kristy Philliskirk 
Phone : 0427 799748 
 

District  2— Wet Tropics/Cairns Marine 
Connie Kerr 

Phone: 4098 9056    

District 3 — Savanah/Townsville Marine   
Janelle  Gilmore (Secretary/minute taker)                                                 
Phone: 4724 4725 

District 4  —  Mackay/Whitsundays 
Jacqui Webb  (Vice-chair) 
Phone: 4947 3308 
 

District 5  — Capricorn/Gladstone 
Jen Cox 

Phone: 0421 900 056 

District 6 —  Longreach 
Kim Palmer (Chair) 
Phone: 4658 7216 
 

District 7 — Wide Bay Burnett/Great 
Sandy 
Judy Elliott (Grants officer) 
Phone: 4156 5382 
 

District 8 — South West 
VACANT 
 

District 9 — Toowoomba 
VACANT 
 

District 10 — Sunshine Coast/Southern 
Marine 
Glendell Appleford 
Phone:  0413 453722 
 

District 11— Southeast/Moreton Bay 

Lana Field (Treasurer/Membership Of-
ficer) Phone: 0412 36655 
 

Contacting QWRC 

 

POSTAL ADDRESS: 
PO Box 488, ARCHERFIELD 4108 

 

TELEPHONE:  

Refer to local representative list  
 

EMAIL:  
secretary@qwrc.org.au 

editor@qwrc.org.au 
 

WEBSITE: 
 www.qwrc.org.au 

BANK ACCOUNT:BSB: 034063 
                        A/C:  549477 

 MOVING HOUSE or changing 
your email address 

Remember to advise QWRC 

We encourage you to let us know 
when you move so that we don’t 
waste       precious paper and funds 
on postage. Also advise us of any 
email address changes.   

Remember that DEHP are  unable 
(due to   privacy laws) to advise us 
of any carer details.  It is therefore 
vital that YOU tell US of any 
changes.  Groups please note. 

RnR is printed by  

Classic Design and Print,  

Bundaberg. 

Your local representatives are: 

QWRC’s patron is Dr Jim Pollock 

mailto:secretary@qwrc.org.au
mailto:editor@qwrc.org.au
qwrc.org.au


RnR Page 14 

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed 

 

 

               MEMBERSHIP  

                  BENEFITS 
 

 Membership of the State representative body. 

 A collective voice for rehabilitation. 

 Access to a network of carers across the State. 

 Financial membership offers cover under QWRC’s Public   

Liability ($20M) and Volunteer Workers Insurance policies. 

 Support with wildlife rehabilitation and welfare. 

 Access to QWRC brochures. 

 Access to professional advice, information and data. 

 Access to Best Practice Guidelines. 

 RnR newsletter twice a year (March and September). 

 QWRC Quotes member’s update (January and June). 

 Eligibility to nominate for a position as a QWRC District   

representative. 

 Eligibility to vote at all QWRC elections. 

 Help to build a strong council to advocate on your behalf. 

Please contact a QWRC representative 

(see list on page 12) to put you in touch 

with other members.   

Would you like to contact 

other carers in your area? 
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         Post to: - The Secretary 

P.O. Box 488 

Archerfield Qld 4108 

 

          Scan and email to: secretary@qwrc.org.au  

 

Membership Application / Membership Renewal Form 
A new form is required each membership (calendar) year to validate your insurance cover. 

Applications received after 1 October each year expire 31 December of following year 

 

Please complete all details 
 

Surname.................................................................................................................................... 
 

First Name………………………………………………….................................................... 
 

Date of Birth………………………………………………..................................................... 
 

Residential Address………………………………………….................................................. 
 

.................................................................................................Postcode.................................. 
 

Postal address………………………………………………………………………………... 

 

...............................................................................................Postcode................................... 
 

Shire in which you reside………………………………….................................................... 
 

Telephone (H) (............)......................................................................................................... 
 

(Mob)....................................................................... (W)....................................................... 
 

Email...................................................................................................................................... 
 

Group Name [if applicable] …...…………..………………..................................................... 
 

All newsletters and correspondence will be sent to your email address.  Please tick the 

box below to receive RnR by post. 
  
I wish to receive my RnR by hard copy.  
 

I, the above named, understand and agree that my name and contact details will be stored on 

a member data base by QWRC for its use and may be circulated to all other members of 

QWRC around the state. I further understand that these details will not be sold for any 

purpose. 

 

Signed........................................................................Dated............................................ 
 

Annual (1Jan-31Dec) Membership AU$20  

Payment options  
I enclose Cheque / money order for $......................... made payable to QWRC. 

Or 
Direct Deposit to the QWRC bank account at WESTPAC  
BSB: 034 063. & Account Number: 549477 

Please use your surname as a reference for this transaction 
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Treasured Books for Sale 

It is a sad day for me as I attempt to 

reduce my collection of notes, printed 

AWRC proceedings and text books, 

some old and out of print and some 

new. I have a time limit for sale and 

collection. So if you are interested I can 

only hold for a short time and will only 

hold for you on payment received.  

Please supply a post pack or collect direct.  

Eleanor, phone 34200406. 

• AWRC Complete Printed Conference Proceedings of notes. Good for 

Reference. These are also available on line. NO Charge: Coming To-

gether 2003, 2005 Queensland, 2006 Darwin, 2007 Perth, 2008 ACT. 

2010 South Australia, 2012 Townsville, 2016 Melbourne. 

• Kangaroo Footprints Activity book. Margaret Warner $5.00 

• Often called the :”Red book”, As new, Captive Care and medical ref-

erences for the Rehabilittion of Insectivorous Bats. Amand Lollar and 

Barbra Smith-French. $75.00 

• Australian Natural history Series. Echidnas. Michel Augee and Brett 

Gooden. $100 

• Care and Handling of Australian Native Animals. Suzanne Hand. 

$5.00 

• A Guide to the care of Urban Wildlife. Erna Walraven $5.00 
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  Statement, 9th April 2020 : 

“Due to COVID-19 the Australia 

Wildlife Rehabilitation Conference 

will be postponed until August 9-

13th 2021. All conference tickets 

paid in part or full will roll over to 

the new conference dates. All pay-

ment plans will continue as agreed 

between AWRC and the individu-

al, contact the NT Team via email 

awrcnt@gmail.com should you re-

quire an extension. If you are in a 

situation where you will no longer 

be able to attend the event due to 

the date change we will be accept-

ing refund requests, minus admin-

istration costs, until 31st May 

2020. We will continue to support 

our local businesses in every possi-

ble way however due to the current 

economic situation under these 

exceptional circumstances we can-

not guarantee that the companies 

running our excursions will be able 

to remain in business, or be able to 

offer the same excursions in the 

future. As a precaution, we will be 

cancelling and refunding all excur-

sion and conference dinner tickets 

over the course of the following 

weeks. We again thank you for 

your patience in this unique situa-

tion and look forward to seeing 

you all in 2021. “ 

This is an exert only, please go to 

the AWRC website for more de-

tails. 

NEW DATE  - AUGUST 9th —13th 2021 

https://awrcdarwin.weebly.com/ 

awrcdarwin.weebly.com


RnR Page 18 

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed 



RnR Page 19 

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed 

Continued on Page 20 

Tips on becoming Incorporated 

Last issue we looked at the requirements 

set down by the Office of Fair Trading 

(OFT) for the incorporation of a not for 

profit organisation. In this issue we will 

look at the roles of those persons elected 

by the members of a group to run that 

group.  It must be remembered that a 

group has legal obligations even if they 

do not complete the incorporation      

process. 

The general responsibilities of the     as-
sociation include nominating and main-
taining a physical address in Queensland 
for serving documents (this cannot be a 
post office box) making sure the associa-
tion’s full name appears on all official 
documents 

The committee must manage financial 
affairs by registering the association’s 
land or interests in land.  Annually make 
sure that the financial statements are au-
dited or verified while controlling the 
business dealings and operations.  The 
committee must keep up to date with 
public liability insurance (if needed) and 
keep proper records of all transactions 
and the financial position of the         as-
sociation. 

The committee must uphold their      

responsibilities to their members by 

making a copy of the association’s rules 

available to all members.  These rules 

must be followed for calling and holding 

general meetings and the AGM every 

year (within 6 months of the end of the 

association’s financial year).  It must 

ensure a secretary is elected or          

appointed at the AGM at which all the 

financial statements (audited or verified) 

are presented to the members. Keeping 

minutes of all committee and general 

meetings is essential. 

The committee must lodge an annual 

report to the OFT notifying them about 

any changes of  office bearers (president, 

treasurer or secretary), the association’s 

postal address, the        secretary’s resi-

dential address while making sure that 

these reports don’t contain or omit any-

thing to make them false or misleading. 

The committee members should always 

act in the association best interests    act-

ing in good faith using reasonable care 

and skill while doing their duties.  They 

must tell the committee if they have a 

possible conflict of interest (such as if a 

proposed action will financially benefit 

them) while not making false or mislead-

ing statements to the             association’s 

members.  The committee must know the 

secretary’s duties and make sure they are 

properly carried out by bringing any rele-

vant letters, emails or other association 

documents to the committee’s attention. 

The association rules might set out extra 

responsibilities or impose specific     re-

strictions on the committee.  All   com-

mittee members should be familiar with 

these rules. 

As stated earlier when a group is formed 

it must elect an executive committee that 
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Continued from page 19 

must have at least a president, secretary 

and treasurer (two different people must 

hold the president and treasurer          

positions).  Let’s now look at the tasks 

each of those office bearers might have 

to fulfil. 

To be eligible for the committee all 

members of the management committee 

(except for the secretary) must be 18 

years of age or older and be a member of 

the association.  The secretary must be a 

resident of Queensland or live within 

65km of the Queensland border. No such 

requirement exists for other committee 

members. 

A person cannot sit on your committee if 

they have been convicted on indictment, 

are currently or have recently been in 

prison (other than for payment of a fine) 

or are bankrupt. 

President and /or Vice-president 

• To chair monthly and executive 
meetings. 

• To maintain order and conduct of 
meetings in a proper and orderly 
manner. 

• To ensure that the motions carried 
at the meetings are acted upon. 

• To represent the organisation at 
official engagements. 

• To welcome new members into 
the council. 

• To encourage all members to  
participate. 

 

Secretary (this position could be     
combined with that of treasurer) 

• Carry out all the tasks listed    
below for a Minute secretary. 

• To maintain an up to date register 
list of all financial members   
including full details for each 
member – name, address, contact 
details etc. (note that for ease of 
function this task could be      
undertaken by the Treasurer). 

• To ensure that all enquiries are 
answered and the appropriate 
literature is sent out. 

• To liaise with the Treasurer for 
receipts as required. 

• To file all membership forms/
volunteer agreements. 

• To ensure that a record is kept of 
all inward and outward           
correspondence. 

• To ensure that all correspondence 
is kept up to date. 

• To keep on file/index the original 
copies of all literature that the 
group has produced. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Continued on Page 21 
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Minute secretary  

(this position is optional but works well if 
the Secretary/Treasurer position is com-
bined) 

• To prepare the agenda for each 
meeting. 

• Take the minutes/attendance rec-
ords of past six months minutes to 
all meetings. 

• Read minutes and list items for 
general business. 

• Record minutes of all meetings. 
Delegate this duty where not at-
tending. 

• Record all motions and      amend-
ments. 

• Assist chairperson in counting 
votes by show of hands or by se-
cret ballot as applicable. 

 

Treasurer /assistant treasurer 

• To maintain proper books and 
accounts correctly showing the 
financial affairs of the            asso-
ciation and the particulars usually 
shown in books of a like nature. 

• To ensure that all monies are 
banked as soon as possible after 
receipt thereof. 

• To ensure that all accounts of the 
association are paid by a cheque 
signed by any two of the         ap-
proved signatories and are crossed 
not negotiable . 

• To ensure that all expenditure is 
approved or ratified at a monthly 
or executive meeting 

• To ensure that within 90 days of 
the end of the financial year a 
statement is prepared containing 
particulars of: 

a. the income and expenditure for the  
financial year just ended 

b.the assets and liabilities of all        mort-
gages, charges and securities   affecting 
the property of the           association at 
the close of that        financial year. 

• To ensure that all details of the 
association’s financial affairs are 
presented to the nominated    audi-
tor for examination annually. 

• To ensure that the secretary   re-
ceives a report from the auditor 
prior to holding of the A.G.M 
next, following the financial year 
in respect of which such audit was 
made. 

Next issue we will look at the general 
running of an association – general meet-
ings, management meetings and annual 
general meetings. 

For further information about           in-
corporation and access to all the    paper-
work required visit the OFT at 
www.fairtrading.qld.gov.au/associations-
nonprofits.htm    

 

 

Continued from page 21 

http://www.fairtrading.qld.gov.au/associations-nonprofits.htm
http://www.fairtrading.qld.gov.au/associations-nonprofits.htm
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Over the last few years Fauna Rescue 

Whitsundays (FRW) have seen a 

marked increase in koalas coming into 

care for several different reasons in-

cluding increased traffic on the Peak 

Downs Highway. 

In a study carried out by the Dept of 

Environment and Heritage Protection 

in South East Queensland, koala pop-

ulations are in dire straits with 80% of 

the population decimated.  As the 

human population continues to grow 

in SEQ, koala numbers continue to 

decline at an alarming rate, with the 

real possibility that they will become 

(and already are in some areas) func-

tionally extinct. 

FRW has been working in partnership 

with Ipswich Koala Protection Society 

who has 22 years of experience, exper-

tise and first- hand knowledge of the 

impacts affecting koalas in SEQ and 

how WE can contribute to conserva-

tion and protection of koala habitat to 

ensure that our northern koala popu-

lation does not suffer the same fate. 

We have also been working with Cen-

tral Qld University and Main Roads, 

to identify hot spots and collect data. 

You can help FRW identify koala pop-

ulations, habitat, corridors and the 

impacts that progress, development 

and population growth is having on 

our koala population in Central and 

North Qld. 

Our koala mapping and statistics are 

showing that this part of Queensland 

has quite a diverse range of koalas and 

koala habitat yet many of them are 

unmapped. FRW has been actively 

working towards identifying koala 

habitat, developing up to date map-

ping and collating data for use by not 

only us but also Local, State and Fed-

eral Government agencies and repre-

sentatives 

July to December is breeding time for 

koalas – and they will be on the move.  

Please report sightings to frwsecre-

tary@gmail.com 

Everyone can make a difference to the 

conservation of this unique species.  

Remember – by protecting koala habi-

tat, we are also ensuring a safer future 

for all wildlife. 

  Koala Mapping Project 
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QWRC PUBLIC  LIABILITY 
INSURANCE 

NOW $20M 

 QWRC GROUP INSURANCE 

Public Liability insurance is available to groups when ALL their members are also 

members of QWRC.  A request for insurance must be sent to QWRC together with 

a copy of all membership forms and a total membership list so that an insurance 

certificate can be issued . 

This is the ‘Registered Charity Tick’ logo available 
to eligible charities  registered with the  Australian 
Charities and Not-for-Profit Commission. 

It is not compulsory to use it but is intended to help 
the public recognise charities that are registered 
with ACNC. 

For information on how to apply for your charity 
tick refer to www.acnc.gov.au. 

Just a reminder to all groups that to maintain charity status each group must       
remember to report their activities to the ACNC [Australian Charities and Not for 
profits Commission] annually and will need to update data about elected persons or 
contact persons for the group after each AGM; if this reporting is not done then 
groups could well lose charity status.   

 WILDLIFE RESCUE BOOKLETS/BROCHURES 

QWRC continue to seek funding for further printing of their very popular Wildlife   
Rescue booklets.   Groups are therefore invited to have them or the brochures (refer 
inside front cover) printed with their own contact details.  These can only be printed 
through QWRC. Classic Design and Print have kindly provided the following 
quotes, as an  indication of cost; remember that to get them to you will be extra: 
 

2,500 Rescue books  $3,140.00 inc GST 

5,000 Rescue books  $5,400.00 inc GST 
 

DL Brochures Dogs/Cats/Bats/Wildlife Rehabilitator: 
 

2,000            $365.00 inc gst 

5,000    $472.00 inc gst 
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Latest News 

The new QWRC website is now up 
and running, thanks to Lana Field 
and her computer extraordanaire Ross 
McCauley, Serenity Computer Ser-
vices.  

If there is anything you would like to 
see on our new site please email us at 
secretary@qwrc 

Dr Anne Fowler has launched her 
new website, Fauna Oz Education. 
You can order training manuals and 
access information about Dr Anne’s 
training courses at this site: 
www.faunaozeducation.com.au 

Training Rebate 

QWRC members can claim a $50 
rebate for purchase of training 
manuals and costs towards training 
workshops for 2020.  

Please contact  

secretary@qwrc.org.au for list of 
books, training manuals and appli-
cation details.  

Positions Vacant 

District 8—South West 

District 9—Toowoomba 

WildTalk is Australia’s first counsel-
ling service dedicated to wildlife carers 
started bye Frances Carleton. Those of 
you who attended the AWRC confer-
ence in Sydney, may remember the 
presentation she gave there.  

Many of us have not only been dealing 
with the everyday life in a wildlife car-
ers day, but also this year we have seen 
heat stress events, fires, drought, 
floods and now another stress to us all 
in Covid-19.  

If you are feeling overwhelmed with 
life as a carer at the moment please 
make contact with WildTalk by calling 
1300 307 111.   

Any therapists wanting to help email 
wildtalkenquiries@outlook.com 

For more information go to  

 https://wildtalk.com.au/  

   WILDTALK—Help for carers 

http://www.faunaozeducation.com.au/?fbclid=IwAR345PExY1jHNKcohaYzpYN8RpxYuvOUIcC4OW4CP4mEMsgteEQ9mruukcc
https://wildtalk.com.au/
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News …... News …... News 

  QWRC Website 

This is very user friendly with lots of new information so please check it out at 

www.qwrc.org.au.  The members section requires a password that is sent to you 

when you join. 

Administration Request 

Sadly some members are not receiving all the information that is being sent to them 

either by snailmail or email.  We do get some ‘return to senders’ some of which is 

due to their application forms being scribbled which results in information being 

incorrectly recorded on  our database.  Incomplete forms also cause problems and  

is time consuming to sort out.  Please take care when completing your forms and 

make sure all sections are fully completed before sending them either to your group 

or to us 

Permits - Permits - Permits 

Please note that the Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council is NOT a wildlife 

carer group and DOES NOT ISSUE PERMITS to wildlife carers so being a 

member does not entitle you to care for wildlife.  Permits are available either from 

the Qld Department of Environment and Heritage Protection or wildlife 

rehabilitation groups if they hold a group permit.  Please ensure that you have a 

piece of paper that says you have a permit.  It will be dated, list the species and 

number of animals you are permitted to care for. 

For more information please internet search for ‘qld wildlife rehabilitation permit’.  

Disclaimer 

QWRC accepts  no responsibility for any comments made in articles and any     
queries should be referred to the relevant author. 
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Attention all Qld Wildlife Carer Groups 

QWRC has a list of groups on their website but it is likely that some of the 

information is no longer valid or needs updating.  Please check these groups 

on www.qwrc.org.au and email: secretary@qwrc.org.au if any need updating, 

deleting or details of any that are not listed. 

Our grants officer Judy has been busy 
looking for grants and came across 
this one. 
 
Community Road Safety grant from 
Main Roads/Transport department.  
It's for a maximum of $20,000 and 
opens at the end of this month and 
closes 31 July. 
 
She then got to thinking what could 
you apply for, did some further re-
search and found Wildlife Safety Solu-
tions Virtual Fencing Technology 
(VRT). 
 
As we all know, there are certain 
hotspots in our areas where we see 
countless numbers of wildlife, laying 
helplessly on the side of the road after 
an altercation with a vehicle, some 
with joeys in pouches or nearby. 
 
Well, VRT is an active electronic pro-
tection system that deterw animals 
from crossing roads when a vehicle 
approaches and has been extremely 
effective in preventing wildlife and  
vehicle collisions in Australian and 
worldwide. 

The VRT devices need to be placed at 
25 metre intervals on the side of the 
road, forming a “virtual fence”. The 
VRT is activated by oncoming head-
lights, which causes the device to emit 
a sound and light alert. 
 
The Save the Devil Program have test-
ed the VF technology in the North-
West of Tasmania (Arthur River) since 
2014 and has proven effective at re-
ducing road kill by 50%  on common-
ly affected species. 
 
For more information contact  
Wildlife Safety Devices 
Jack Swanepoel  
Phone +6145 307 981 
info@wildlifesafetysolutions.com 

HELP STOP THE ROAD CARNAGE 

qwrc.org.au
mailto:secretary@qwrc.org.au
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ADVERTISEMENT 



RnR Page 28 

Queensland Wildlife Rehabilitation Council — Keeping Carers Informed 

Proserpine Rock Wallabies (Petrogale Persephone)  by Kerry Aspland 

Rainbow Lorikeet (Trichoglossus moluccanus)  

feeding in Bottlebrush (Callistemon sp) by Julia Orr 


